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SIGHTING LETTER :

USAF-RETIRED

Dear Sir:

-

Reference your UFO Study: you probably already have this item in
your file, but, in case you don't, | will briefly outline it and you can
contact me for full details if you want them.

| retired (20 years service) 1 April 1967 from the USAF. | have
placed my name, rank, and serial number at the top of the page if you want
to check on my authenticity. | was an Air Traffic Controller throughout
my service career and utilized radar the last 16 years in the controi of

Air Traffic. | won't bother listing the types and locations, although |
couid supply al! this is needed.

| have never mentioned this incident, as | was pretty sure it is
considered (or was) classified, and the only reason | feel free to give you
details is because you are an official government agency.

In 19556, sometime between January and September (I can't remember
the exact dazte or month), | was on duty as Watch Supervisor at Lakenheath
RAF Station, England (a USAF Lace in the Radar Air Traffic Control Center.

It was the 5:00 p.m. to micnignt shif | had either four or five other
controllers on my shift., | was s.ttlrﬁ at the Supervisor's Coordinating
desk and received a call o~ :-e direct line (2ctually, !'m not sure which

iine it wasj. Anyway, |
coerator asked me if we r

:5 Sculthorpe GCA Unit calling and the radar
27w targets on our scopes travelling at 4,000 aph.

M o«
\

L

They salid they had watches =z targcet on ineir scopes proceed from a point 30
or hO mi les east of Scuitr-=2= o a point 40 niles west of Sculthorpe. The

srget passed directly ove~ Sc. thorpe, Engiand RAF Station (also an USAF
Et::ion). He Salﬂ the towar recorted seeing it go by and just appeared to be
a s'urry lt”“t* C47 flv'rc over the base at 5,000 feet altitude also
recorted seeing -t @s @ ~..rr2- light that passed under his aircraft. No
re;ort 88 %o actual distance nziow the aircratt | immediately had all
controlliers start scannin: =2 rgdar scopes. nad each scope sct on a
d! fferent range = from . 2z to 200 miies racdius of Lakenheath. At this
72 | did nct contect &r,z27¢ oy telephone &5 | was rather skeptical of tnis
reoort, We were using f ! on our radar, which eliminated entireiy all
gr~ nd return arig stetliorary t1argets. There was very little or not traffic
or targets cr t*e sCOneEs, =5 racall. rowever, one controller noticead a
§L&T :oﬁary tars2t on the scopes adout 20 to 25 miles southwest., This was
Jnusual as a ELJ:Tﬂnar: target should have been eliminated unless it was
moving at @ speed of a2t laast 40 to 45 knots. And yet we could detect no
overent at 2!!, We watcrned this target on all the different scopes for
sevseral minutes and | called the GCA Unit at Lakenheath to see if they had this
tarc2t on their scopes also. They confirmed the target was on their scope in
the same geograprnical location. As we watched,the stationary targel startec
roving at & spead of 400 to 600 mph in a north, northeast direction until it
reachad a point about 20 miles north northwest of Lakenheath There was no
51w start or build-up to this speed - it was constant f{rom {ho second 11
starcec to move untl] it stopped.

| called and reported all the facts (o this point, including Sculinorpe

GCA's Initial report, to the Jth Air Division Command Pos( at London. They
in turn notiflied 3rd Air Force Command Posi and nad them hooked into the
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line. | also hooked in my local AFB Commanding Officer and my Unit (AFCS
Communications Squadron) Commander on my switchboard. And there could have
been others hooked in also that | was not aware of. | repeated all the facts
known to this point and continued to give a detailed report on the target's
movements and location. The target made several changes in location, always in
a straight line, always at about 600 mph and always from a standing or
stationary point to his next stop at constant speed - no build-up in speed

at all - these changes in location varied from 8 miles to 20 miles in length -
no set pattern at any time. Time spent stationary between movements also
varied from 3) or 4 minutes to 5 or 6 minutes (possibly even longer as | was
busy answering questions - listening to theories, guesses, etc. that the
conference line people were saying. This continued for some time. After |
imagine about 30 to 45 minutes, it was decided to scramble two RAF interceptors
to investigate. This was done | believe by 3rd Air Force calling the RAF and,
after hearing what the score was, they scrambled one aircraft. [The second

got off after as | will mention later.]

The interceptor aircraft took off from an RAF Station near London and
approached Lakenheath from the southwest. Radio and radar contact was
established with the RAF intercept aircraft at a point about 30 to 35 miles
southwest of Lakenheath inboung to Lakenheath. On initial contact we gave
the interceptor pilot ali the background information on the UFO, his (the
interceptor) present distance and bearing from Lakenheath, the UFO's (which
was stationary at the time) cistance and cearing from Lakenheath., We explained
we did not know the altitude of the UFO out we could assume his altitude was
above 1,500 feet and below 20,000 feet, cuz to the operational characteristics
of the radar (CPS=-5 typ2 racar, | believe). FAlso we mentioned the report
from the C47 over Sculthorpe that relayec :me story about the light which
passed below nim, His aitituce was 5,000 reer,

we immecdiately iss.ec m2adings to tne interceptor to guide him te the
UFO., Thne UFC ramaineg static-ary througho.t. This vectoring of the intercept
dircrafs continued, We continually geve the intercept aircraft his heading

to the UFU anc nis distance from the UFC &t spproximately | to 2 mile intervals,
Shortiy after we told thne intercept aircraeft he was one-half mile from the UFO
and it was “weive-o'clock from nis position, ne said., ''Roger, Lakenheath, |'ve
got my guns ocked on him,'"" Tnen he pausec anc said, '"Where did he go? Do

you stili ~zve nim?" We rep.ied, ""Roger, it appeared he got behid you and

he's stil! =-ere. [There were now two targets; one behind the other, same
speed, ver. close, out two separate distinct targets,

= @

The flrst movement by tne UFQ was so swift (circiing behind the
interceptor)/, | missed it entirely, but it was seen by Lhe other controllers,
Ho~eaver, trz fact that this had occurred was confirmed by the pilot of the
interceptor. The pilot of the interceptor told us he would try to shake the
JFO @nc woulc try it again. He tried everything - he climbed, dived, circled,
etc., but trne UFQ acted like it was glued right behind him, always the same
gistance, very close, but we always had two distinct targets. [Note: Target
resolution on our radar at the range they were from the antenna (about 10 to
30 miies, ail in the southerly sectors from Lakenheath) would be between
200 and 500 feet probably. Closer than that we would have got one target |rom
potn aircraft and UFO, Most specifications say 500 feet is the minimum, but |
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believe |t varies and 200 to 600 feet js cioser to the Lrulh and, in addition,

the tuning of the equipment atmospheric condi tions, etc., also help determine
this figure.

The interceptor Pilot continued Lo Iry and shake
minutes (approximate - it seemed longer both to him and
to comment occasional ly and we could teli from the to:
worried, excited and also pretty scared.

He continued
wal quality he was getting

He finally said, "|'m returning to Station, Lakenheath,
he follows me. |'m getting low on petroj ' The target (UFO) followed him
only a short distance, as he headed south southwest, and the UFO stopped and
remained stationary. We advised the interceptor that the UFO target had
stopped foilowing ang Was now stationary about 10 miles south of Lakenheath,
He rogered this Message and almost immediarely the second interceptor called
Us on the same frequency. we replied and told him we would advise him when

e had a radar target, dar contact with his aircrafte,
He was not on radar at thi ime probably had just taken off and was too
low for us to pick him up, or too far away = we had most of the scopes on

short range, so We Couid watch the UFO closely on the smaller range,] The

numder two interceptor - the number one interceptor by name (Tom, Frank -
whatevar Hig name was) znd “ "0id you see anything?"' Number one
| Saw somain!n~: ' “a7med i¥ | know what It was." Number
‘'What happeres; ", ne said, '"de (or it) got behind me and
verything | coulsd =n . oehing nim and | Couldn't, |It's the dammdest
Ve ever seen. : | 180 made remark at this time to Number
two, that he had his rs

. 't was for just a few seconds
SO there was somethinz ¢

sumber one then Switched
frequencies O Nis home psse ¢ > Y. wWe gave Number 2 the location o Lhe
UFO and advised nim Vim on radar, but Provadbly would
have shortly. He ge: 3nd then finaliy said,
"Lakenneath : F | o \reraft cal sign) can't remember
S — : _ :

Wnat cail sign 0ome, my engine |s
maifunction!

Let me know ) f

th Air Division, 3rd Air Fforce,
} Saild, eve rything,

They had no more
‘e target and Jerg
e more short moves .
speed still about 600 ph.,
to 60 mijes y Which is normal
2,000 feet (because OFf the
notified 7th Air Vivision Command Post
everyoody for us.

itten report on all this, in detail for the offices

In charge
rs» N30 was told that uniess | vas contacred later for any

e -

ation, he would take care of it. | don': Know if a CERVIS repor:t
on this or not = | Neard no more about i £ .

Deeds In trnis Freport were Caicu L0 speeds SF: LYY on

'€red on radar. This SPeRU Was calculated many t i
aithough this Nappened quite awhile 640, the basic ele

H

e and
es linjinﬁvunfng
I2NnLS are Correct.,
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Hope this helps in some small way (o assist in your UFO investigation.

P i e ]
o —

; Carpinteria, California 93013

JALT

WeEsr

- - =« = w e * %-.51 movement anc stopping place seen on racgar
e ~sicmt ov RAF Interceptor = point also at which

st rzmcrt2o radar gunsignt locked on UFO.
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26 Novsmber 1956

Dre Jo Allen Hymek
Smithsonian Astrophysical COhservatory

50 Garden Sitrest
Cambridze ;3, Massachusetts

Deaxr Dr. Lynsk:
Refsrence is made to my leiter of 20 lovembar 1956 in whicia T atated
Ie

that 1 would send you the finalized materizl oa ths Lakenheath caca.
closed you will find ~I' 112 con thes final iavesilisaticns regarding *his aighiing.

i an relioved %0 find that tosy carry it undsr an unclasaificd categorye.
This, of ccurse, helps us in both the cdiscussion and tranamittal aspacis.

radar and 9ne visual observae

i havs included a rough plot of ths three

tions of the sightings. This should Ve cf some ha2lp for your review and ¢ e
ment. Thess sightings, in oy opinicn, cannot be 2oasilsred aa concursrent #iih
;2 2ach observer indicates three widely

respect Su time, Tha separate report i
divergen: *raczks. 280t by «merican airplanes, which las%agd

AR attoupted laterce;
for 45 alinutes, produced ao physical 2vidence of aany UFQ In the «rea. Tho
visual olssrvution leads a3 to helisve that the obzserver was sSaeclng arae Also,
thare douears t (4 40 n0t wish t0 use ths

£0 Lhave Yeaa s0ne coniact
between L8 oparutor of two radar staticna sirece they both atate speed of axacily

*O!ﬂ'.‘ .-l'.*".-a'
L On) 200AZation and

-z

Peals theroafore, -hat our
> :urffﬂ'.

nal analyses of .pomalous p
Aagironerical L3 nmore oI le 3 wi
vaich tine I will mulce ¢

11 conaidar this cuse clozed uson Yee-

24
i
v compiled, finaul cup-

Mipt 0% Jour final canis Réy 2%
clusion {or the alr J'urce.
L ms ine

~ word ecacernizsy Sur prozosed visit. as things are now it scems
probadbls tust any slans c.n b2 miade bafore the middle o~f January.
Slncerely,

/]
apl. Hragorf
(=7

2 111 318

srd “collusion )

'
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Usafe &b 28 believed TL18 yopord is in ves onse Lo request fop Ade

rhia GCentves 's I
diticnel information .o inelosure 2J)e

25 that Tiné, {¢ »AG our cone
i the possie

1o pei i bion Wit
ins thet aizhiiog

foxezation availuble
wosulb of ancealous
wvo.ieh were syominent cur

2, .n Lhe basia of bas ia

elusion tkhat tae siskting wad the
bilisy - sertain e booric 3..0WeIS,

date, & o ntrivuting Toctole
sou o desire 1or o1 cxXouwd bious
1) it 38 € acatcd wat this |

Jlas SO8E of ax2 ivi Tim

Te Tnosmaeh &5 Aniis BT TS Jiss’ DS cXpred
Jyaluation re,arcing v.is usv sighting (laglosure
ra.ar b S8 - syiewed, Luguiasy with the origimal =aile

~ore Lira cuLGLAZL0N.

%

"oy the

ay
Le & TOUEH Jlot of e tare: Ly and one vis 1 aboerveLaon :rnatcate Lhul
Ly &0 kings cannot Yé Gcndleerss =S sonsuTend wioth I , et o LnE. N eloguns
TS TR Toruy=tive migube seurTed of Lhe azed Oy 8 s cal intercept ! uauron proe
Gute . 1o _nysical cyivense of o snieentilies sbiset in the 89e M
: : " - s . ml &
e SLtachew fox [ous inf s bicn 48 44 oV ation by Drs WAGK SR SRS R
2 rooroaents ad @ sroach o a8 LAkl whioardly L3795 s ETOROMLGAA W88
hd ™ ..'...-Ll 11&‘-_--.:-iut EUR Vel s el a' ailadid =5 EonG Bl b WY
ﬂ-—-l : - tﬂ"h in -"Jlt.ir ‘1-"..:': o 11—:1- o) NP e A .i‘l:;‘ir i.--'f:":l.--l.--'. & W

o™
7 ot '. g oA
R
p’ - e -4 f :f:_.
0P - - g . “:-r-'-
-.'- " " [
/ i {
*
P L b x
' s
. o .
i




‘ -::-,‘..:'.. '_r_u'n 1-..':- ri‘é:" i,! 2 =

1. An gauer-colored object was ovserved
visually with 7 X 50 binoculars near the
norigon towards E. SE. This objrect, the
soparent gize ol 2 pinnead, remained in
s:ght Tor aprroximately 1 hour.

*« TWD pilots of a local A¥ interceonts
sjuadron wic were vectored 1o the aresa
ceturned at'ter a 45 minute asearch,
Nothing found., Both gtated, however,
L8t there waeg a bright star in the
PLZON Balil of Pentwaters, that could

aye O&éen niagstaken 1or a N oY visua.
crervers.

. OUND ORGeIVera reported an Qauslug,
'1 L]

F = 2k B "l;‘ y e ol = o . it *}I ] - o
civdile Oa LU LLTIE BLAT 5 ail IR SAY
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wn B &8 M s i i e 4 ' ok i
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!_1., LentLinued

This is5 cunfirmed By the original resort
&:‘;E_:,‘;“}, ‘Jh;'{:ll sLAales Lhat .3 raudar
gightings oceca®=d at o later Line Lacu the
ground s.ghtings, Lomments, on Lhe basis
of specliic aspects ol each sigonting:

Rad‘* - LN widds) Y iiveroront - 2CKS8 Q&
Bpeedas observed on Lbhe gcopes [(SW to NE
t‘ E : - : ¥ "

sudden appearing, disajpearing intermicten:
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 21 Sept 56

= -—ﬂl—-—-—-—.—w* W

SUBJECT: (U) Lakenheath-Bentwaters UFQ Sighting - - Review and Comwent
by Dre Je Ae H)nek-

i — —_

le On 13 September 1956, at the Harvard Astrophysical Ubservatory,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Dr, Hynek and the undersigned h<id dlscussions
regarding this case. All teletype messages and the various factors and |

aspects were treated in some detail,

L o e

2+ Dr. Hynek was in agreement with the undersigned's comment to the
SAC Commander in “ngland and Headquarters USAFE, considering the many
variables and other seemingly conflicting data involved ir the UFO repart.

3¢ Upon receipt of this sighting, Dr. Hynek was unavailable to re-
view this report as one of the applicable USAF consultants normally re-
quired in cases of this kind. Dr. Hynek was en route to Harvard Universi-
ty from the U, S. Astronomical Society Conference held in Berkley, Calif.

4o The following action was tzken in attempt to resvlve this matter
to a better conclusion: '

a. Coples of all teletype messages from England were left in
the custody of Dr. Hynek (deposited in safe for classified waterial as-
signed Dre. F. E. Whipple, Director of Astrophysical Observatory). A hand
receipt signed by Dr. Hynek was obtained for the UFC case {ile,

b Dr. Hynek will discuss the matter with Dr. vhipple who 1is
cow in Spain on IGY matters, and with Dr. Gerzld tawkins, Sritish astro-
vhvsicist, now with the cbservatory in Cuubridges Dre. Whipple is consid-~
ered tne foremust authority on radio echces and other radlo-radar aspectis
of astronomical bodies in the woride With Dr. Hawkins participating as an :
interested party (the unusual UFO sighting being observed over tngland), |
the cunference should prodauce scanething of notes Thils conference arranged i
oy Dre Hynek wll. 22 at no expense to USAF, *

/j@-;le 77%7 Ll
GEORGE T. GREGOXH] /

T AT

Caprtaln, USAE
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SUBJECT: (C) Evaluation of Lakenheath Reports (th::u:n:)""'l

' . 1
H sccioty;c and other "publicity artists® would make of such an incident.
It is, therefore, of great importance that further information on the technie
cal aspects of the original observations be obtained, without loas of tiwe

from the original observers.

Dre Jo Allen wnok

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory
USAF UFO Scientist«Consultant

17 October 1956

- ——————— -
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SUBJECT: (C) Evaluation of Lakenheath Reports (Cont)

6, Meteors, however, as pointed out by Capt Gregory, cau lead to ralar |
returns because of the ionization of the gases in thelr trail. Accordingly, |
it wvould be extremely Ilmportant to know whether the Bentwaters and ilakenheath
radars have ever in the past observed meteors om their scopes and, if s0, how
such returns differ from the blips reported here.

7« Dr. Whipple and the writer discussed the Lakenheath incidsnt at
length and Dr, Whipple pointed out imnediately the statement that "radars re-
ported these facts to occur at later hours than the ground obuervers”". This

statement needs clarification inasmuch as it contradicts other portions of |
the report which indicate that at lecast at certain times visual and radar |

sightings were simultaneously.

8. Dr. Whipple stated that as far as the report at hand is concerned, no
obvious physical solution 1s suggested. He deplored the inadequacy of the
typlcal U0 report as a sclentific document., He further stated that the natura
of such reports is not likely to change and urged that if the .iir Force was
sericus in its attempts to resolve this problem, both sclentifically and in
tas public mind, that the Alr Force do more than continue its passive laves-
tizational attitudes. He suggested that, aa in any sclentific procedurs,
facts are the raw matsrial from which ones must work and that in general the
investigator in any -articular case must assume an active roll in the obtain-
ing of scientific data. In short, Dr. Whipple asked the writer whether the
Air Force had ever considered or was now considering the possibility of ine-
iti2ting, for a 1limi*2d tinme, 22 actual sky patrol by photozraphic and visual
Dezns or preclsely tuose areas from waich the naximan UFO reports orlizinate,
The writer responded that this had 'nleed been suszsested in the past but thal
because of considerz:ionas of exrenzes and of possible publiec nizinterpreta-~
tiop, !%1 wes abandco-d,.

G+ Dre wWhip.Z: irged that a wore wodest proposal of the saws general
type bLe considered :: tals time, For instance, an area froo whiich numerous
reports have come iz zight be patrolied by a dozen or so "fish eys" camerns,
operating automatic=ily, which would give a total reccrd of oLl brigat moviang
objects at night wi-nin & glven area or sector., A slmple "l ling device would
suffice to yleld t-- angular rate of objects motion 32 that “lre balls (bricht

meteors) could be ilstinguished from airplanes and fram other nstronomlieal
objzcta,.

10, The present writer submits that it night be of consideradle, potan-
tial use o the Air “orce to be able to state, at some future tlwme, that a
garaful pasrol of 2o zrea "rich in UFO reports" had been patrolled and nothiag
of a mysterious chzrz=cter photograshed. This would be especially trus 17,
durlnz the time of .::iraol, UFO reparts from untrained pbservars contlinued so

a2 in from that zrea.

1l The Lakenh=zath report could constituie a source o. cabarrasszsal 10
the Air Poree, and should the facts, as 80 far reported, sot Into the publi:
domain, it is not n:cessary to polnt out what =xcellent nse Lo several dozen

N ) ™ '-‘
a - -l.
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD )i

SUBJECT: (C) Evaluation of lakenheath Reports

ls The original Lakenheath reports and the preliminary evaluations
made by ATIC were submitted to the undersigned for examination, cvaluation
and comment, Writer requested permission to discuss these with Dr. Fe¢ Lo
whipple, Harvard University, and director of Smithsonien Astronomical Ob-
gservatory, in view of the fact that sightings occurred at tha time of
Perseld meteors and Dr. Whipple is a world-recognized authority on meteors.
Following comments will accordingly be invited to cover the three pointa
separately. :

2« It is to be regretted that so unusual a sighting report did not
contaln more factual material on which to base an evaluation. The Laken-
heath report is one of the wore unusual UF0 reports. involving electronlc
and visual observations and subsequent pursuit by fighter plane. Yeti,
report does not state whether it was definitely established that visual and
electronic sightings referred to sams object or even if they occurred pre-
cisely simultaneously. Further, report does not give exact weather infor-
mation which might enable cne to charge weather conditions, with any pre-
clslon relative to "anomalous propagzation® such 25 frequently occurs with
radars,

3¢ It would be of extrewe vilue to have Independsal statementa {roa
the varlous obsgrvers both at Seantwaters and Lakesaheathe. Report states
that observers ere traffic eontrollers and intelligence speclalists, An
analyst would b2 greatly aided by naving indezendeat stateseats Iroa such
nigaly trained ohaervars as the origlnal report indicatss the obsarvers
wer:,

4» The im;licatlon of the uriglaal)l report is that the objects were
sighted aimulta;a;;;-y oy groundi-visual, aire-selecironic and aragnd-ﬂlec-
tronic means. I12%, 20Tt nowhers states stellar magalitude of Al
gightings Oor nature ~‘ radar bdlips. Angular rate f motion of Jb;eats is
likew~ise not {neclud:i,

Se With the z5ove 1z mind, “ze preliminary reports subultied by Cant.
Greaory covers the case a9 well as it possaibly ¢u1l1. under the circune
stanc=3, 7The presene «riter, upon more detailed :xamlnatioca of tha report,
and accepting 2 .afli ations of the original rep th in the absence of
specific statensnis, 13 led to differ sowswhat fromuprslimiL *y reporte It
seems highly unlikely, for instance, that the Perseld wateors could have
been th2 cause >f the sightings, especlally in view of tha statensat of Ob-
servera that s:coting stars were =xceptlonally numerous th.t eveaing, thus
faplying that they wsre able to dlstinguish the two phenousna. Further, il
Daw cirgdeacs Co=4

and Ly radar, ta2 aeteor hypothgals mst be ruled out,

-y ¥ # oy W "—'I "l T ¥ ™ L 1 ' ' .:-
ILASSIFIED, | IVE 15 MAR( 63,

;{fl | J HEC HOJ.E GUINTANT LA,

-,.. - s - ‘, i
’ i r J - 1 L

.
b2 glven to the naneuver of the objects as sighted wvisually
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hour, and moved in a SE. South directiocn. This colincided with, tne general lo

e L Ny LL?":LL}LII

Jevation and novement of Mars for the one hour periuvd in question, {HOTE: Mars,

¢ sl g

.right and rei, was making the dosest approach to the Barth in 372 yoArs. )
‘igual Airvsorne: The two AF »nilots who were vectored to sewrch the area, romalped 2101t

- "'I,- - e
‘or 45 miiutcs. Both stated that a very

> ry bright star was observed near tne horizon Lo the
15t, which, wudting these pilots "eould be mistaken for 3 UFU Ly visual obgervers.’
stronomical: Of considerable significance is the fact t st wn annual wetedric showaer,
he Ferseids, was in prominence at that time (11-13 August). The Iirsi reporc { MP-bas)

. . . T, Vg . . o ' 1 " - Y
;tates concius.vely that ground observers reported that tpore was an unusual adaoun L

e i — -

hgoting eLurs in the sky at that time. This undoubied. y accounts I'or sowe of the
statements of sround observers that (auvie) .. objects traveled at tervitic soeeds

.
itopping, and then changing course immedistely.....’
swro=Electr n.¢: The part Lhat metecr.c sauwers oay hoave pntrivuted to the sigatings
scried 1or cose veriods cannod be deterxmined conclusively. However, meteors can
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SUBJECT: ieport r'or Analysis = UFO Reports {roea CIIICU SAFE, Wiesbnic: anc l

L

Lilcehenth, Eagland

T0: LPOLii«4LDY FROM: AFOnNI-4E1 Bl 2% Auge 50 G
httn: Capt. Gregory ! ”OIlI-LE‘-- ». Bryant/pnf 72131

1. Froua the incomplete information submitted, it is J.r:m:.-:ssib & %0 pake a definite
determin:tion of the sources of these sightings. Certain Tscts whicii are availsble, |
however, do tendi to indicate thel the ‘torgets were due tu we.—;t,,ler =~ ndltions *a |
example, tue fact that & muwber of blips appeared ond disappearad utermltiently ure :
characteristic of weather recturns on radar; this chapracteristic fro @=ntly leuds to ¢
mistaken cbservatioa that one target hac moved at trecendous speed, v.ere in reality :
one has iaded cut or digapreared and another appeared -t a dilfferent luc.t.:ti_ n on the ;

!

gcope. Thic 21lso explalas Lhe erratic umovement oi the supposed iLurzgst. Auocther
:I.:'r question ;

."i

characteristic of weather returns 1s the disanpecrance ol all tie o .rpeus
at about the scume time. This is due to rapld atwospheric clianges viereln conditions ,
change from ~varable Tocr cunomalous propagation ¢ normal conditions

& - — : - i
ct Chat tae visucd z2nd ragar sightiags were not sicilzoaesous teads Lo i
0S81b1L1L;" ol 1ae targets being material tuargets. |

3. A uore thorough analysis ol these UFO slghtings would Love boen pngslible Ll

0P8 complete information were avalladvle. Jcxtinent cate whichn is acceasaury Tor sur
analysis in:ludes scope photographs, weatzer infornction indicating presense or la 24
Ue-!p'emt P o ::.:r rul..rn’ 4¢-3.L ;-f“’ ,L"'l:.:e Q-J'...-A., and aAg acowrate teb. latiua --_TT.L..' ced

ines an’ lacees of glichtings (.5 Detweern vigial and clz tronic giuings) <nis 1t

)% iatenlal o inler o },_;1 igence oy LAtk oL capabilit reportiiy, raersonuel; such
Versigals oy opdstions are ral duwrisg such tizes, 1 *
De &veilable oven 1l conslasre.
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REPORT NEe.: IR-1-56 EXTRACGL "A* UNCLASSIFLED BiB
. v .._- . i - ’

L ]

CLIGINATING A3INCY: Slst Fighter Bomber #ing, Zagland '"’."[ ATIT n&, "'_‘_'1‘9?5% e
DATE OF DOCUMENT: 6/31/56 Lar e 102,624

| KEFEEMNCES

SUBJECT: (Unclessified) Unidentified Flyiag Objects Geporting (UF0R)

“OTRIBVAL INYO:  LELI/]1 - Enzland/-==eee-e /UT0B/--v=-- .-
Most =i nificant are the reports of three courses of UFC3S tracked on the Bentwaiors

3CA Radar. .nLeze UFOBS flew courses as follows: 1 group of 12 to 1) y .93 Flud a poial O
miles S# of Jentwaters to approximately 40-L; miles NE of DBentwaters af na estimated speed of
S0 10 129 miles per hour; 2 single UFOB was tracked by the Bentwaters iﬂﬂ from auproximately
235 miles €% of Bentwaters to anrroximately 15 miles Nu of Bentwaters a} a speed ostimated at
core tham 4,000 ziles per hour; a third UFCB was reported as tracked by the Bentwaters (.C3
Prom approximately 20 miles B. of Bentwaters Tlying a westarly course to abosut 30 miles west
) Seatwaterns 2t an exceptionally high speed, |
i

The SCA cCperators makin., these radar -i:atings were of the n:iniaé that malfunctiong of
e G0A BQuiioest Q1d not cause these ralar sizhtings.

D o ~ 1 - s < 1 - o - n* o1 el 18 “Rak- o P : T-1:-8 -4 ' n SYer
the fcolliowing information was obtained from USAF per=ozanel assigned Lo LAr Stution,
P— - = e . "_'_ — - - — — | - B r . -.I"' - t-—-l-i_ W ;.* & | - il . i ‘|.
+'|-‘-r|_ ' ':-.. n"rE ! ,A‘_‘ 4 = :_. 1ncer:‘.l-.-‘ i* *‘:‘1- ‘--;l'k i = s --__ Slt:h: ,-“'-: ol & ‘i:ﬂiilt_.i. ¥ 1 . d IJ inu ‘-bJ .. L] o Int
- | .r n : F e > A - & . oll o -4 . : - e B . o FRT)TN N | B A 14 4 - T ™
s wiciaity of Tuelr assignec statiom duriag the periot 2icdd 1O &davey 13 August 17,0
. - 4 - 1 ol & .." '.-‘ Sa b 4R ww % oy [ & : & % iy 1 = » """ _' . : « B 1
22 relietilit;, oFf all the faliowing souree:s of iaformation is estinated %O de ugually
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UNCLASSIFIZD

On 27 August 1956 the following information comcerning subject Unjdeatified Flying
~bjects was received from S/3gt F Contrel Towsr Shi f‘f. Chief, 1264th AACS
‘quadron, Al Jtation Bentwaters, and. _

St indicated that his attention was first called to the olject by its posiiion,
size and unususl coler. e was also aware t the Bentwaters GCA wusitracking Unidentiiiled
Tlying Cbjects Ly radar at this

vimee Sgt described the UFCB ug spherical and ihas
1i28 of a pin-head held at arns lengthe He sighted omly one objzct which was described as

mber celer ncn "irat observed later changin: to bluishewhite. No dipcernable details ar
jeet was not=d. Sgt srjzht sighted the object

“a3tures wera coserved and no sound from the ©
th the ald of 7 ~ 50 power bhinocularse Time of
lugust 1956, e indieat
Fel

om the 3entwa ers Control -ovwer visuslly wl

15 3ighting was bgiieen’ 21207 and” 22207, 13
.rat obgserve. Al aboutgl(}ls elevation toward

theé south easd. The objept was in sight for
> hour durig: which time it iatermitteatly disappeared!and reavpeared. Al
hjegt's @iserresrance, 1° e )oerted arorovimately (LY absve the horizon
cmtorly A rants - Td % Amn=sit i ¢ Aurin izhtin l‘ fluak to ni ,h.t T
"-iur Nl e Y - ea b “&."l (P SR --3:1-'.. P — -apty i.-!_‘.-&.*-l-\p # | 34 : 2 . v
- - . . 2 F o & b am i . . - - : &£ .
thes the'sk:>r was clear with uniinited vizsibilliiy durips tne time 01 118
' & i A — R T ——— = - - | - = —— — #== a
0T vYatiOon. L, o e ———— - ; - 2
a™ — e LY
. . L3 - -l -
i A —— e P = — e w —— o ---——.'i:.:ul- ._-
e, TR RS 1
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A c_erator, lldoith AACS Squacron, Al

inforuntion relniive to subject
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EXIRACT

iPORI MRes Ik=1-56 A"

Sgt

the Bentwaters GCA (AN-MPN-11A) between 21302 and 21554,

‘5s This group was picked up approximately O miles
1 were tracksi oa the ralar scope clearly until the objac were a
srtheast of Bentwaterse At the latter point om the ccourass af these

sonaiderably on the radar scope., However, the 12 to 15 obLjecis were
ailes N,ks o Zentwaters. At the =

roup appeared Lo coaverge iato one very large object waich \peared

e il
r--.-'ﬁu

roar than 8 =-50 aslreraft due to the =:22 of the 3lip oan ihe radaz
e individual >pjects seemed converzs Lat0 one larze Ly The

ubﬁrc'
=1

«hs _arge objac

Haxn ahat*ann"' for 10 %o 1 m4nutes.

= 1 = . .-' - ™~ - . - -.n. l ’ L
lag then stsoped 1ts movemsnt IO 5 inutes tien moved nort
J--L Jk:lm;ﬂl
- - 4 . A N 4 . : Bl = i &
-r*';t - ; 4 .r"-_.-.I .,E that ttq.-: o s Q - - :L b o e b - v . .
i ~ W) ST . satiristed ) P -
- = - F re - i ¥ . *1;15 'ﬂr - -rl"ll‘ e i i L - - PR " T TR Y - - L & Sl
o o ] . ~ - - - - P | - .y - 1 & n 3y
® ﬂ#*itd— &l = - o+ Otner -:'r-- . L= |4 : 1#:- s I Fr‘: w:-‘. e B - il }i & \J
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= . ! —. 4 - - - L, .
- N 2 .i.j.q.- - - I-'r-. 'rl{i-:: - |..." g I . -— o B
- - sy Wil ; =
i et that ta b peared as ncimal lLargew
e ' " ek B .y ™ Y Binnian e d sica 5 i . - R |
= "'iﬂ' J"Hal\d‘ J :‘Ete - = : - -JI‘--:.' -— o ikl A ..h-h-'q-il.: tla.‘ 'jr i-'r-L'-.‘. L ’ - - "-.r- -
: + s . . : 2 Shat & :
31 wa ho '11...; ~l Do G ~ a3tinRts . , BOAC UnL
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stated that 12 to 15 unideatified objectis wora t?ﬂﬂkrﬁy::;;hﬂ-*";P

3 "Luguﬂu |
*autzmaaa., of r-Li Station

sximate 40 .u.-il"" rance indive

R N ) e

BEB

e
z:J"f'L-_
VO 11| O .JJ~4
2EF
Bantwai e
roximately 14 mile
._:.',_;j-.:ctﬂ, they faded
Licacked to a point about
ibnl objects in Lhis
O be several Lines
;I?:.o;_m. AL the tiwe taat
larze object aup=ared 1o
NeBe approximately 5 oOr
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- e

= —

= emn camwe

g . - . ?d['_-:. . :-“1?
-roup moved at the rate of betwesn 80 aad 127 miles per hour. e I[ :F-'II'-F-_:"E--H- “3?3”;_.__...__.__
oaputed this apeed by usinz the rangs margias on the GCA scope. hﬁ¢h;_"qh1v4¢uﬁf

REFERTNCE

—
ol

:
|
'

W o b

3ét~ added that anothsr UrF(3 was sigzhted on the GUA rader a! about 22002,
azuat 1956« 7This object was tracked oa the radar scresan for approximstely 1o s2condse

Course of the cobjeet being tracked was from about 30 miles east of Benjvaters to approxinate-

P ]

lv 25 miles weat of this statione. Speed of this object was estimatel fo be In excess o
OO0 miles per bour. All rsdar returns a:zpsared normal on the acope [ this object uwxcept
explained that

> the last retura which secemed slizghtly veaker than lthe rest. 35gt
ject gucdenly disappearsd off the radur scregp by rapilly moving outl|of the CLA radiation

L Ltern. ILi:nt conditions were might, ~“=aider was clear wilh &o0od vigibility and 1li :ht
L1adse
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PORT NRe: ih=l-56 . EXTRACT “A" UNCLASSIFIED NEB
TP VT 5 L) -,
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The unideatiied flying objeet was picked up at an estimated gy 1025 . maecs
5 10 30 miles 2aat south-ecast of Bentwaters and flew » constant O P ORE e -
ourge of 2952 to the vanishing point on the ascope which was 15 io 20 piles wen' norili-west |
f Beatwater: .uv an uadetermined altitude, Airmam Vaccare zstimatea Lhe speed of this objoct
9 be in the vicinity of 4CC0 miles per hour. This aspced was calculstpd by comparian. the
speed@ of the abiset on the GCA scope with speeds that the operator is familiar with oa the
lectronic simul itore A/2C Vaccare a . ded that some ilca of the upe=ad $f the object could be

umputeﬂ ‘roi. tae fact that each time the GCA aatenna completed a revolution the slip fro

Ll -.l-.hl-ll'

eel moved L to 5 miles oa the radar screen. The ULs antenia cpmplet2a a revolution

ay - p.
'tkhb QH“\.-

nce evary two soconds. The weather was reported as clear witn unliwited wvisibility.
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Uawe also stassd that a flashing
e along the east

Orford.,

I'RACT *A" UNCLASSIFLIED
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thro 2h a low

beacon was flashiag
coast of Zngland from the vicinity of the viliage
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