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PROJECT 10073 .RECORD CARD 

2. LOCATION SYLACAUGA , A:LBAMA 

GEORGIA, :vfiSSISSIPPI , FLA , S 

-- -
11. COMMENT~ 

• f 

Ob.i obserJed by hundr eds of persons .i..n the 
-~ 1 1., •iiss Geo :-gia a nd Fla a r ea . Refer t o 

J ,.::nse file r'o :- ~orrro lete details . 

Obj wa s de~initely a meteor ite . 
9 lb obj reco vered . 
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DETAI LS : 
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( • 

• 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1.· Thi s investigation ~as r equested by Commander, ~~dell PYB , Alabama, 
pr edicated upon unconfirmed r eports of aerial explosions , alleged aircraft 
cr ashes and unidentified f lying objects 1 one of ~1hich is alle5ed to have f allen 
through the roof of house, injuring civilio.n female occupa'1 t , on 30 1':ove~ber 1954~ 

2 . This i s a j oint i nvestigation by Special Abent KE!·Il'ffiTH L. ATCHLEY and 
the writer . 

AT i~l.AX\>1::!:11 AFB , ALABAI'iA 

J . At 1540 hours , 30 November 1954, Ar.JDREW R. CURTIS , J R., Capt ain , Ad jutant , 
J800th Air Base \Jing, tele~honically advised Speci al Agent ATCHL.EY t hat GILBERT P . 
COHEN Officer of t he Day , had at 1530 hours , r eceived a telephone call 
from Iv,ayor, Sylacauga, Alaba.ua1 to t he effect that a large 
obj ect e i ther r ock or metallic substance had fal l en through the roof of' a house 
i n Sylacauga a f ew hours pr eviously, and said obj ect had s truck ~'1d injur ed a 
woman occupant of the house . Hm·J.ARD st ated fur ther that an explosion of s ome type 
had occurred in t he air over Sylacauga at appr oximately the same time as the objec t 
had struck the house . HQI.JARD further ad~rised that aircraft had been seen in the 
area just pr ior to the explosi on . HOWARD stat ed accor ding to his infor mati on , the 
obj ect had been hot vhen it Yas found on the floor of the house . CUrtTIS f'ur ther 
inf'or med Special Agent ATCHLEY t hat a 48t h Air Rescue Squadron helicopter had 
been dispatched to Sylacauga to obtain the obj ect and r eturn it to ha:<:..rell AFB , 
and Colonel J J.NES G. 1-RATT, Comrr.ander, 3800th Air Base Hing, he.d r eque sted that 
Special Agent ATCHLEY meet the helicopter upon its r eturn from Sylacauga and 
&xamjne the obj ect in an attempt t o identify its origin. 

4 . At 1600 hour s 1 30 November 19541 ~·JILLI A1'1 R. ~.;.US7IH , 1/0JG , Adjutant, 
3860th Air Base Group, Gunter AFB , Alabama , t el ephonically notified the writer 
that at apFrcximately 1315 hours he had r eceived a tele~hone call from ~~s . 
GEOnGE L. ~ C KEE, 4061 Wares Ferry Road, J-liontgomery, .d.l :.bama, to the effec t tho.t 
at appr oximately 1245 hours, sh~ had seen a l~ge explosion in the air followed 
by a large puff of black smoke . ~-u-s . hC KEE stct ed th~t the explosion ap:r:-s ared 
to be in a nor ther n djrection from ~bntgo~ery , and she scY only a l~ge explosion 
of flame folloved oy th& black smoke, but did not he:-..r the &xplosion . AUSTIN 
stat ed that f..a-s . hC KEE could furnish no furthar perti nent i nfor mation . 

5 . At 1610 hours, 30 Hovember 1954, GEORGE R. EU •J'ORD, 1st Lt ., Fli ght 
Strvice Center, was t el ephonically contacted r egarding ~y r epor t ed a ircr cft 
cr~sbes . BU~~GRD advised they h~d r eceived nlli~erous r e!Or ts cf all eged circraft 
crcshes and/or explosions during the 2ft ernoon from nucer ous pl~c es in i~b~me. , 
~ussissippi and Geor gi a, including a r eport of an explosion in the ~uren of' 
Sylacauga, Al~b&mc . BU~~ORD advised th~t ~1 r ec eived r~oo~ts h~d been or wer e 
being checked, all with nega.ti ve r esul ts . Blli'LFOiJ) furthe~ verifi&d that t h e 48th 
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~3TEO!i n :CIDE!'iT 

On 30 ib em'uer 19:;4 ('.t app::-oxia..atcly 13;0 hr:; .• :..5,.,, :ll ooject t:r '1shed 

th.rougn the r oof of' t he residence of Hr s . 

. ,._ . "-"' slightly injured during the incident. • 

'rhe object -was ioi t :!.ally observed by taany persons ln t~...e three state area 

of' Ale.bama , Geor gia and Mississippi . The objec t exploded at an cs ~lnated 

altitude of 45 , 000 to 50 , 000 ft; the l argest and only f r agment reco•tered was 

the.t piace which pene tra. ted Mr res idence . 

The initial UFO teletype repa~ts are designated as Attachment # 1 , of 

t!::ti s case f :!.le . 

A...~? FIELD RECOVERY A:iD RE?ORT: 

Upon ~ediate notificati on of the incide~t to the Executive Officer at -
tfax-..rel l AF'B, Alabama, an a ir rescue helicop tcr ( SA- 16) piloted by Capt Rodger s 

was dicua-cc hed to Hr - Capt . Rodgers acquired the objec~ and 

to return it ~fter the AF had exami ned it . ~~~ . 

ngreed to the arrangement . 
• 

..... 
C:J.'9t Rodgers retu:-ned t !le object to t1rualell A .. TO'"B, where Dr . Fr ederi ck K. 

~·forris or' t.ne Director y of 3esearch Studi es Insti r.utc ten t :J.ti vely iden cil'ied 

the ob~ec t Yas either a stone meteorite or an earthly perioditibe . 

On l December 1954, me~bers of the 460~!d Air Intelli gence Service Flt 

2 -C r>: r i·red r.1 t ~·!a:{Well a:1d interviewed Col . K. L . A~~hley, District Co~der , 

Di~t . , OSI , .1a."<"..rell . A:r'te:- coordina tion ~..rlt.'-1 t ... "le B.ise Comma.nder of :!ax'Well 
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OFFI CE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
REPORT OF I~NESTIGATION 

Title 
(Unclassified) 

UNIDEi'iTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

• 

( u 
File !'!o. ate 

2 - L2 8 Decembe 
Re1-ort l•.ade By 

DOl,1AI.D T. SCA .. F'F ...~ ~ 
--IJ I 

Report t•1ade At 
l DO i/.8 ~ :t-·.a."<Well AFB ~ Al:1m ~a 
• 

J Over Alabama, Georgia and Mississipf.i , 

I 
a..'1d particularly Sylacauga , Alabama, 
30 November 1954 

Period 
'30 

Office 

• 
dov~ 1 Dec 54 - I 

' of Ori gin I 

I 
I 

LO 8 }JF_x:wel 
• 

AFB Alabama I 

I Character 

Status 
CLOSED I 

= 

. I SF ECIAL IUOUIRY 
Reference 

._ _ _.;T\;;.;..J~X;;..o.·· DO#B to Dir. OSI, CIID 116. dtd 2 Dec 54 . 

• 
' . 
I 
• 
• • • 

Synopsis · 
' 

l 
Investigation requested by Commander, ~..tell AFB , Alabama, a3 a result • f 1 

unconfirmed reports of aeria1 explosions, alleged aircraft crashes and unidenti-
l fied flying objects . One unidentified flying object fel l through roof of house 
j injuring occupant . Object obtained by Air Rescue aircr aft , r eturned to station 
~'1d examjned by Geiger Counters with negative results . Flight Service Center 

1 received numerous r e}-orts of aircraft c r ashes , aerial explosions and flying ob- . 
j ects in area where UFOB found . Air Defense Command infor med of s ituation ..... _ 
under provisions of AFR 200- 2 and directed AISS Team to question per sons with 
kno~ledge of repor ts of explosions and to obtain UFOB for transmission t o 
Wright- Patterson AFB , Ohio, for purpose of determining its origin . Consider- j 
able publicity r esulted in object having been obtained by USAF . Guided }tissile .' 
Expert advised UFOB not of simlar substance us ad in his field of experiments. I 
Geologist with Research Studi es Institute advises that without co~lete exarni - 1 

• 

nations of object, he could identify it only :~.s 11 ei the:- a 3 tone meteorite or 1 

:m aarthly peridotite" . UFOB r eleased to AISS Team. nus band of victim alleged j 
to he.~r9 r etained attorney to regain UFOB from USAF. 

--- --- A TTE !\I TION 
Disclosure of the natur e , sources , or even the existence of such investigative 
i nformation to persons mentioned in the r eport or to other per sons not normally 
entitled to such i nformation may be made only when eXFressly authorized by the 
Direc tor of Special Investi gations, Headquarters USAF , or higher authority. 
Unauthorized disclosure of the infor~ation will be considered to be a violation 
of AFR 205- 1 . 
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C:r:dr. 3800th AB ~1 g . 2 

(Info) (w/ incls) 

Dir. OSI (~/incls) 

DO#l4 (Info)(w/incls) 
(Cmdr ADC 1 Info - l , 
,..,r/incls) 
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:src, Info - 1 , 
w/ incls ) 
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30 november 1954, and i ndicated the 
recei ved concerning air cr aft cr ... ,.,, 

f ollowing notations Fcrtaining 
or mid - air ex~lo3ion~ : 

to r e}: orts 

a . 1238 hours : 
an ex1losion in the air, 
Ho~erville , Geor gia. 

, Homerville , Georgia, r eported sEein .· 
a}proxi mately five (5) mile3 north of 

b . 1248 hour s : f..axwel l AFB Tol.rer r eported seeing a ball of smoke \Jr.ich 
appear ed to be falling; es timated position five (5) miles north of runway #36 . 
~earch by B- 25 r epor t ed negative . 

c . 1301 hour s : Assor ted re~orts of cr ashes and explosions as follows : 

(1) ~~ Marietta, Geor gia, re~orted t o Dobbins AFB , 
Geor , Fire Department that he saw explosion in the air, 
esti mated one- quarter mile south of Smyrna, Georgia. Object 
r esembled fall ing j et ai r cr aft . 

(2) ~~ . Atl anta , Georgia, re~orted s eeing expl osion 
in the air resembling a falling j et . 

(3) Birmingham, Alabama Airport Tower r eported silver obj ect f alling 
at bearing 135 degr ees , f or t y miles sout heast of Birmingham. 
Small plane Filots r eported smoke in same area a t same time. 

d . 1310 hour s : Aircr aft cr ash re~orted from Fheni x City, ft~abama . 
Search negat i ve . 

e . 1315 hours : Vnidentifi ed civilian, Tuscaloosa, Alabaua, re~orted 
seeing or ange flash in sky, then falling obj ects . 

f . 1320 hours : Dobbins AFB , Georgia, T~wer r aported cr ash in vicinit y 
of ;:awnan , Geor gia, south~.o~est of At lanta. , Georgi a . 

g . 1325 hour s : Airline ~ilo t re~orted cr ash or eXJlosion belcw his 
alt i tude of B,ooo f eet . 

h . 1330 hour s : 1'-lr 
ai rcraft on f i r e in a i r approxirnat~ly 

~inona, ~lississipfi , r e~orted j et 
25 miles east of Gr et;nwood , t•lis sissi ppi . 

B~~RD advised t hat he could fur nish no fur thar per tinent i nfor mation . 

9 . At 1845 hour s 1 30 L'iovembcr 1954, t~~ . ?J!O:lt -
gornery, Al~bama, telephonically advised the wr iter that 1400 hours , thi s dat€, 
hE tad obser ved a large Ex~losion f ollowed by n mass of white flam~ nnd black 
s~oke , due nor th of Mont gomery, Al~b~a . advised th~t aft er the explosion, 
which h e did not hear , hE saw an objact zig-z~gging dovmward f rom the fl ame puf f • 

• • 
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Air Rescue Squadr on pr esently had a helicopt er in Sy lacauga to obtain the objec t 
r eported to have f allen in that area , and it was expected to ret urn t o h 8XI,.;e Ll .iF ..... 
at appr oximately 1715 hours . 

6. At 1700 hour s , 30 November 1954, the l ate edition of the Alabama J ourna2. 
a l ocal newspaper, was scr eened f or publicity concerning the cited r eport s . The 
following item was listed on t he front page of said newspaper and i s quoted 
ver batim bel ow: 

"PILOT REPORTS BLAST 60, 000 FEET ABOVE. l•.OHTGOl•lERY 

11 A pilot flying over t·bntgomery early thi s afternoon r eported s i ghting 
of an explosion of an unidentified obj ect over ~~n tgom&ry, about 60, 000 f eet 
up . 

• 

"The obj ect exploded about 1:30. The pilot \.,ras not identified. 

"Meanwhile, a r esident of the Cloverland area r eported she saw an objsct, 
which sh e described as l arg6r than a fireworks display, di sintegrat~ bef or e 
i t hit t he ground . 

"Police said they did not have any r e}:-ort of the all eged explosion and 
the Hi ghway Fatr ol r epor t ed that a search was on in the Sylacauga area for 
r cJor t ed unidentified object which f ell with a fl ash i n an area north of 
Montgomery and southeast of Birmingham. 

"ReForts r eceived her e at 2 
was heard high ov~r Sylacauga. 
oi' a home and injured a woman . 11 

p .m. said what appeared to be an explosion 
An unidentifi ed object f ell thr ough the r oof 

7 . At 1730 hours , 30 i'Tovecber 1954, R. B . ROBERTS , C2.ptain, 25792A, 48th 
Air Rescue Squadron, pilot of helicopter r ef erred to pr eviously , r eturned f r on 
Sylacauga , Alabama , and r eleased t o Speci al Agent ATCHLEY the object which 
allegedly f el l t hr ough t he r oof of a house in Sylacauga. The obj ect was estimat ed 
t o wei gh approximately nine (9 ) pounds , and appEared t o be of r ock or met allic 
substance , and was of bl ack or charcoal color. ROBERTS advised that he had ob­
t ained this object from l"layor EDl.JARD J. HO~/ARD and Chief of Police ~ ~ . D. ASECRAFT 
at Sylac~uga, Alabama. ROBERTS s t at ed ASHCRAFT infor med him to the ef fect that 
l":r s . HEwLETT HODGES, Oak Grove Community, three {3 ) mil8s &ast of Sylacauga, had 
r epor ted to him that between 1245 ~d 1300 hour~, 30 November 1954, t he object 
f ell through the r oof of her hous e while sh6 vas lyi ng on ths couch , and struck 
h er on the body. A.::>liCRAFT stat ed to t he bes t of his knowl edge , thE object was 
not hot when it s truck 1"1rs . HODGES , nor was i t hot l,lhen he obtained it from t-ir s . 
HODGES . 

8 . 
Service 

At 1800 hours , 30 i-lovember 1954, 1st Lt . GEORGE R. BU1vtFORD , Flight 
Center, f ur ni shed the log book of 48th Air Rescue Squadron Oper ations for 
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17. On 1 Iecember 1954, LANZ and T£8NILLE, accor.:panied by Speci al Agent 
ATCPLEY and the uri ter , interviewed Professor FREDERICK f~ . l•.O?.Rlt> , Geologist , 
P~c tic-Desert-Tropic Infor mation Cent er , Research Studi es Institut e , ccncarning 
the object . After consider able deliber ati on and exar:ination of the object, Dr . 

• iv.UnR.IS advised that due to pr esent circumstances of urgency to forward object 
to Hrig"lt-Patter son AFB 1 which woul d perrni t him only a very l imited exanination 
of the object , he could i dentify it only as 11 ei ther a stone meteorite or an 
earthly peridoti te 11

• 

18 . On 1 December 195.4 , J A11£S G. PRA'rT , Colonel , Cor:lr.lander, l"'Jaxwell AFH , t,Jas 
briefed on all availabl e ~ ertinent information concer ning the object by S~ecial 
Agent ATCHLEY , l-'1jSgt . LA.NZ, l-1/Sgt . TENNIIJ.E and the wri t e:- . At this tiu:e Colonel 
IRATT t elephonically contacted the Operations Of f icer , 4602nd AIS3 , Ent AFB, 
Colorado, and r equest ed that Headquarter s to telephonically contact the ~~yor of 
Sylacauga, Alabama, in an effort to satisfactorily explain the necessity for US~ 
examjnati on of the obj ect and thus avoid any publicity adverse to US 1~ concerning 
the method by vhi ch it was obtained from the l11ayor of Sylacauga . This step was 
taken in view of incr eas i ng publicity r esulting f r om numerous and fr equent protest~ 
made by lVJr . HE111LETT HODGES concer ning the USAF obtaining and vii thholding t h e 
object. It was deter mined f r oo local newspaper s that H0DG1S had this date obtainec 
an attorney f or the purpos e of r ecover i ng the alleged meteor ite from the USAF . 

19 . The following infor~ation from the ~~ntgomery Adver tiser , a newspaper of 
l-l0ntgomery, Alabama, al'ld from the Bir mingham Post -Her ald , a Birmingham, Ale.bama 
newspaper, both of 1 Decemb er 1954, is quoted ver batim bel ow: 

"FRAG.L'v!ZNT OF t-£TEORITE CRASP.ES SYLACrtUGA HQ;.·:E I 

"SYLACAUGA, AJ.a ., Nov . 30 (AF ) - A meteor ite c:-ashed thr ough the r oof of a 
house her e today and slightly i njur ed l1irs . Hewlett Hodges , 32 . 

"George Svindle, fi eld r epresentative of 
the nine- pound obj ect and identified it as a 

the U. S. Geological Sur t ·ry, 
sulphide meteorite . 

te:st~::d 

"A myster i ous explosion i n the Sylacauga ar ea, c.bout 55 miles southeast of 
Bi rmingham, set. off a thrce- ste..te s e3..rch today in 'I,Jhich 35 or 40 pln.nes took p .!irt . 
But ther e wer e no planes r eported missing . 

11 The E:XJ:.losion we..s seen as far south e.s Phenix City, on the Al!lbruna- Geor gi u 
border. 

11Dr . Walter B. J ones, Ale..b!!Illa st~te g.;ologi :::; t , s:::.id e·.rid ently a. me t eor exploded 
i c. southeast Alubo.ma, and iv~rs . Hodges wns hurt by e. oc.rti c l e of it . 

":::n.Jindlc , who i s cond'.~ cting · u w:1t cr sur~n::y i n Syl:~c .:;.ugn. , .s1id d t E.r he identi ­
f i f.d the me t eorite , it was t::.kGn to hc.X\.1ell .\ir Force; F:. :~.St 'J. t l•.ont gomE:::-J, ' wher e: 
the Ai r For ce is r equired to ex~~ino such s trcnge ob jGcts 1 • 

-
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10 . At 1915 hours , 30 iJovcrnbt:r 1954, J vH,J BABCOCK, Colonc. l , Chie-f , ~I-GCial 
Hcapons Br anch , Command and Staff College. , cx3mined the obj ect with Gei ger 
Coun~ers which r eveal ed no indication of r adio activity. 

11 . At 2120 hour s , 30 l~ovember 1954, RODi'·L1J"J REDA.TID , Capt3.in, Duty Officer , 
Dir :.ctor:.1tc, Special Investigations , ~·lashington , D. C., was t el c.phonicolly :..tlvisc.c 
of the above r el a t ed events which had transpir ed as of thi s ti~e , in corrplionce 
'vii th AFR 200- 2, by SJ:ecial Agent ATCHLEY . . 

12 . On 1 December 1954, three 
the ~~xwell AFB Alert FhotograTher. 

(3) views of the obj ect wer e photographed by 
'l'hese photographs ar c attached o.s Inclosur e ,¥1. 

13 . At 1025 hours , 1 December 1954, JOSE~E CYBULSKI , Major, He~dqu~ters , 
Air Def ense Command, Ent AFB , Color ado , t elephonicclly contacted Special Agent 
ATCPLEY r equesting inform~tion concerni ng the unidentified flying obj ect which 
l anded at Sylacauga, Alab~a, 30 November 1954 . CYBULSKI was furni shed all p er­
tinent information available in co:mpli o.nc e '"i +;h AFR 20f - 2 dat ed 12 August 1954 . 
CYBULSKI advised th~t an Intel ligence Teem f r om Flight 2C , 4602nd Ai r Intelligence 
Service Squadron, 35th Air Divisi on, Dobbins AFB, Mariett~, Geor gia , consisting 
of .h/Sgt s . LANZ and TE Ii·JII.LE, hod departed Dobbins AFB this dat e to conduct inter­
views at Lawson AFB , Georgi a , and Phenix City, Alabnrnu, then would r eport to 
Maxwell AFB , Alabama, to Spsci~ Agent ATCP.LEY for the purpose of obt oi ning in­
fornation concer ning the obj ect and , if possible, to obt ain t he object itself . 
CYBULSKI sugr-este.d th.:1t the 8th Dis t rict GSI could ei t her r elee.se th& objec t to 
the AI SS Team or could fo!"l,,~d it to ATI C, l 'right-Patter son .FE , Ohio .. CYBULSKI 
advised that the above .:~.c tion w~s required i n order to effect comp1i:'..Ilce with 
applicoble provisi ons of AFR 20C- 2. 

14 . On 1 December 1954, ~~ . 
Dr . E!U·iST STUHLiriGER, Guided 1'-tissile Expar t , 
exa~ned the object ond discussed the event s 
S'l'UELH!GER advised Special Agent .~TCHLEY the 
or oateriel in use at t heir st~tion . 

Public Inform~tion Officer , ~d 
Redstone /~senal, Huntsville , Alnbarna, 
,..n_ t h Speci al Agent A.TC!:LEY. Dr . 
obj ect wcs not p3rt of nny equipment 

15 . On 1 December 1954, Sf.ecial ""gent _·1TCHLEY t e: l(;~ honicully cont:J.cted Mr. 
GILBERT R. L£VY, Chi ef , Counter Int el l i gence I nvestigations Divi s i on , Dir ector at e , 
Sf.eci3.l Investigations , ~·J ashington , D. C., e..nd brie f .:..d him .on all p ertinent 
infor mati on available at thi s time reg~rding the incident. 

16 . On 1 Dec ember 1954, GE.BH.Ii.H.D L:J'IZ, f.it/3gt ., !~ 33131779, :md C .. \RL G. 
TEL'fNIILS , t-1/Sgt., AF 6973086, Fli ght 2C , 4602nd J~ir Int el ligence ~t-rvice Squ:?.dr on , 
Dobbins .'.FB , Georgia, contacted S:;,ecial Ai;&nt :\TCHL1Y a.nd wer e br i ef ed on all 
per tinent infor mati on uveil~ble , by 0pacinl rlgont tTCHLEY end the writ er. LJ~IZ 
cd-Jised thnt they h-:d alr e::1dy obt :1ined :1ll in.for nc.tion con t~ined in Log Book of 
Flight ~ervice Cent er, concerning the unidontifi ad f lying obj ect end des i r ed to 
obtci:t the object itself for r eturn to Dobbins :SB n.nd further tr.::nsmission to 
~/right-Fatterson AFB . The obj ect \.-i".S c.t this tir:1o r olt:..J.sed to L.':J.'il :1::1d TENNILLE 
by S1- ecinl iigent l .. TCHLEY. 
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11Plung•;s Thr ough Roof of House 

' 

~~~~TEORITB HITS SYL:.c:~UG:~. ,HFE 
3 Stut e s View ;~r E~losions 

"vJon:ln i s First PC::r son in History Kno\.rn t o b s Struck 

) 

by Sky Obj ect 

" I~ l:ll'gc nct eor exploded hi gh in th e; h E:::1vens :1bove Alo.b~ .:.:. y c,G t crd "-Y <.ftc r nco: 
c..nd a piece of it f e l l through the roof of n Sylo.c·:mgn. hous e :'..11d brui s ~..;d :! Jl-yv.r 
old housewife . 

111vlr s 
her living room when she 
struck by a nct C::orite . 

n plump , cheer ful wonan , t.Jns lying uslc~p on '1 sof~ i!1 

b ec.:!.De tho fir st p E:.rson in history kno"m to h ::.vE. been 

11 The fragr:1ent , t orn l oose from the 
f i r e and snake , smashed a t hr Ge- foot 

c ct eor by 
wida hole 

one of 
in the 

t hr ee t erri fi c exolosi ons .. 
of r oof of tho Hodg~s ' ho~e . 

"The met e or ite, 
l anded on }'lrs . 

identified by exp erts :!S b ei ng of the s t: lphide v .:triety, 
hip ::1nd ronde n bi g bruised pluce 1 • 

11 1 It :tlso hit ne on the h and w d it S'-l&llcd up 1 , she sai d . 

"Ht:r h~nd s till '\-nl.S swollen l c.st ni ght , and was t urning blu.:-bl~ck ru1d gr een . 

•'She said the bruises of h er hip wer e oven JJore color ed . 

11 'Ihe obj ect which s t ruck lvli's . 
which s t r ikes the ground) by Geor ge 
Geologic~ Survey. 

w:1s identified o.s o. net eor i t e ( J. r..eteor 
ndle , fi eld r €presant ative of the U. s . 

11The explosi on which tor e the r.1eteor to bits h .:11-pened c.t 12 : 45 p .m. nnd 
caused wild exci t eoent not only in Sylc.c r.t:g?. wh s r e everyone s t: e.ne:d t o h:1ve be-' n 
vi&wing the heavens , but o.1so i n othe.r pnrts of .hl ::tb1.r..o, Geor gi :! c.nd hississip}-i . 

11The explosion p r ohably occur q,d soce 40 ciles U:f: , but w:1s he:trd over 'l ~·Tide 
dis t ance ~d seen even furth er. 

11 i~ Birningh :!0 no.n who snw the 6).."Plosion but did not he::!r it , s ::lid ::1 .Grus h ­
roo~ed-shnped cloud for ned in the di r ec tion of Syl~cnugn f r on Bir~ngh~ :!nd 
l asted for 3bou t 15 ninutes befor e disscp~ting . 

"Observer s in Sy l.:1caug=- could see the snoke but could not t ell its sh~p& 
i t w:1s dir e c tly a7 erh e::!d . 

. s:tnc6 

"The pi ec e which bit ~.rr s . 
ho.}pGned to be in Sylac~ug~ conduct 

~ . ..r~s ex :-:-;i n t:d by Swindle Oi! th e= sce!le . 
ng :1 \.J~ter survey . 

f e 

• • . . -
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11 S"t.Jindle s :1id I11b yor Ed 

pluced in t he state museum 
i~ir Force . 

J . Ho-...J:lrd has assur ed Dr . J on es the rneteor i t G ,,Jill b t: 
a t the Univer sity of Al :1be-':ln Hhen it i s rcturn ~:.:d by t~· 

11Sylacc.ug~ polic e rushed to t he Hodges home whcm th\,; obj cct cr~sh~d throueh 
th ~ r oof about 1 p . m. 

11i".cr-s ~d sh e w.o.s lying on a couch in the living r oom of tho frC1!10 
house whe n the met eorite smas hed a thr ee - foot wi de hol e in the r oom and c~~e 
tumblj ng thr ough thG c oi l ing . • 

• 

' ' ' It hit our r adi o a t one end of the couch and bounc ed off on me . It h i t me 
on t he arm nnd hip ' , she said . 

"Police summoned ~ doctor when they nrri ved ond i1.r s 
bruises . She \oTas r eJ:or t ed in good conditi on t onight . 

'vT "'.S tre~tt:d f or 

111 We had a. little excitement around hE:r e tod "'.y ' , shE.: t old h e r husbn.nd t..Jhe n h e 
came hom& from \.Jork . 

11 1 i~ rr.eteori t e f ell through the roof .' 

from wo 
is n. tree s ur geon .:md knew nothing of the i ncident u nti l h e come ho;nc 

tonight . He hao been t r imming trees for the tele~hone cornp.:lny . 

He 

11 1 I don 1 t believe I want to t a lk to nnybody else for a \.Jhilt: 1
, s=rld l·~rs . 

' I'm kind of tir ed '. 

said his 1..rife tol d him the house h .:1d b een full of peopl e all aft ernoon . 

11 1 She se.id t h er e must hnve been sever n.l hundr ed ' , h e added . 

said he ha.d no i nsurc.nc e on the house , e.nd h n.d:-1 1 t estim:-.t ed t h e d runage . 
r adio :1ppn.rently \I.:lS dCinngcd &xtensi v ely . 

11Swindl e said the met eor ite w:1s about s ix i nches in diamet -:;r . He said the 
inside \ laS 3. metalic , grey gr anular subs t anc e , which r es.- ondi ed to t ests gi von for 
sul phide . The outside con.ting w~s a bl3.ck satin ~ppc3.ring subst~ce . 

"Dr . J on•'3S s:Ud t oni ght he ' . .Jould \Jelcorae the T:le t eorite , si::1cc the U:1iver sity 
r::useULJ. does not he.ve such :::....11 ob j ect fror:: f,_ l :\b::t:'7ln.. 11 

___ ....._ 
,., ,... • • - 1 

.,-~~ ,.....1 '"'~- 'I ( I - -
1 

.:. ...... _ _, 
' . . 

\ II - --
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"A wc~o.n \.T.§O livec~ d i r ectly ncr oss the str eet frcr.1 th 
H:ts i n h~r front yar d plo..nting shrubbc.r y 

UNCLASSIFIED 

h OL(; 1 l1a-S . 
f r ng;:Jent f el l . 

" ' But I d i dn't h er..r cnyth i ng ', sh~ s aic . ' I d i dn ' t CVE::n know -:-:.nything r. · ~r 
h~~~£nsc unt il s omebody c~~e out ond told me abcut i t 1 • 

"hr s . ~id she didn ' t hear anyt hing either. 

"She w::ts asl eep on ~ sof::t i n t he living r oom, sleeping "Ji th h~r f :tc e t c-;.r.r c 
t h e b ::tck of the sof a , h er l ef t hip up . 

1 11.~hen the met ecr i t e i:i t h er r oof, it s la.ntec~ acr oss t he r oo::1 ·::L'1( struck hs r 
on the hip nne i n jurec h~r ~h~c ~c ar m whi ch wer e lyi ng on t he hi p . 

"
11 wok e and thought t he house was falli ng do"rn 1 , i·.rs . :.i c . 

was in t he nex t r oom s &wing . 3he c~~e running in anc 
house "'us f.::Ul i ng down . 

11 1 I s aid I d i dn 1 t knoll . I t hought i t \J.:~s the 
out of the house . Th en ~ hip st art ed hurting . 

' . cnJ.m."1ey . 

11 1 I hc.C.n 1 t even seen the r ock . 1 

"Then 
t he floor. 

s he ond her noth~ r f ound t h e ho l e in tha r oof r'.11C, s a"' the 1 r ock ' on 
Th ey co.llec~ t h e polic e . 

• 

11 1 Th er e Ya s n ' t any scell or cmything to t he r ock , 1 scid l·.rs . 

• 

"Felice 
took the 

Lt . W. T. 
cbject t o 

VcrJ 
the 

Se.nC.t 
' polic e 

\./hen h e 
sta t i on 

~rived 
' \lh<:r e i t 

r eelizec. \.Th:tt I.:us t hc.ve h::.ppenec~ 

w~s i cent ified by the u. s. 
geologist ~ 

"Van Sanct said th.:'.t t he ob jE:c t wa s cold t c the:. t ouch \.Then he 'l..rr ived . 

"r·.rs • h£ r net her had ne t c i sturbe~ the rne t ecr ite . 

11 Bu t her c l ot hing \./ .:'.S not s cor chec c.nc1 s h e wl".s not burnec on ths :>.rrn wh&r e 
i t hit her.· 

" ' It ' s a good thing it C.idn 1 t hit me in the h cn.c' 1
1 s~ic l\r s . ' It 

D.ight h~ve killed oe . 1 

,. 
l•r S . 

corner .:me 

11 1 But 
by ~ . 

pleCC 

t hought ~t fi r st t h e obj ec t h3d f~llc~ nt op 3 r3~ i ~ 3ct i n t he 
then bounc ec. anc hit her . Th(. r :' . .c~i ·: W::'.S c~.w ':!.g£. c.~ . 

now I C.Jn 1t b el i eve i t fif , ' 
of the ceiling cr r eef .' 

!,· 

- • 

she s:1ic . ' Th e r3~ic r.~gtt h ::-.ve been hit 

-
10 
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11 After he viewed it , o.n Air For ce c 'lft.:Un in o. hcliocoptcr l nnde9. in th0 
sn:1ll cl ty 50 r.:ile s sou then.st of Bir oinghon o.nd l-Jhisk€d the r.wt c.ori t c c.wtJ.Y ~o 
.t-'.:l.XWE::ll Fic.ld a t 1'-Jontgor..Ery. 

"Swindl e s aid Sylo.cn.ug:J. M:::tyor Ed J . How.1rd go.ve :::tssur311ccs th '1t the ob · t.c t 
will be plc.ced in the- State t•.us eur.I of tb .tur:-.1 History a t th o Univer sity of 
Al:.tb .".un when it is r &turncd by the Air Force . 

11 But Jvirs . 
hone froz:-. wor k 

husba.Yld , v1ho didn 1 t know about th t incident until he got 
ec..rly l us t night, was fur ious nbout the loss of tho r.·.ct eor ite . 

" 1 I .::trJ going to dcn.::md thnt the Air For ce r e turn t he s tone to nc 1 , he sn.i d . 
1They had no business t aking it aw~y in the first place .' 

did not get t o s s e the neteor i t c b ef or e it "':.s flown nw:1y . 

an enploy~e- of Bell Telephone Co ., said h 0 t hcught h~ coul d 1get 
enou gh evidence that the thing f ell in ny h ouse . 1 

"The net eor i t e \oJhich hit lvJ.!'S . wei ghed ~loost 10 pouncs . 

'~ olice Chi ef W. D. Ashcr aft anc other officer s who h~dled it bef or e it w~s 
t urned over t o the Air Force , said it was a r:.et a llic object , bl:1ck nne scor ched­
l ooking. 

"S,.findl e , the geologist, S<:'.id the neteorite was six inches in d i a.r.:et er. He 
suid the insi de was a r.etallic , gr c.y gr.~ulnr subst c.nc € which r esponccd to tests 
given for sulFhides . 

"The outside coatin g wD.s o. black s::1tin :1ppe~ring subst:J.nce . 

"Besides s triking r-u-s the ~eteorite c ausec quite n stir in Sylncr.ugn . 

11 l~lr::.os t everyone in town sa"' the snoke \·Jhich f olim.Jed the exflos i on a.nd ::1 

goodl y ntL·.iber saw the explosion itself. 

a c ountry stor e oper ::1 t or ~nc far~er, was out side his boca 
wr.en enrd the CXJ:losi ons. . 

" 1First t her e w~s :'..loud boor.1 1
, h e s.:'.i d . 1Then in :1 few seconds ther e w~s 

another one ~d then a third '. 

of the 
l ot of 

• no1se 
bl~ck 

said ~tcr the first anC. second ex~losions , he loc~tec 
~clocked a loft ~nd s~w t he thir~ . Th6r c w:s ~ little 
swoke . 

"He \Y"'S nbout t\.JO r..i les fro2 the Hodges house . 

9 
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"Police summoned a doctor who t ook i~s . his office and X-r3.yed h e r . 

He did not find any br oken bones and sent her 

11Her husband did not know of any of this unti l he arrived home from 1.-JOrk . , 

II I ~Je 

f ashion . 
had a little excitement around here 
1A meteor f ell throu~h the roof .t 

today 1 , she to 

11 The 
a rambling 

home is one of the oldest houses jn the Sylacauga area . lt is 
house set among groves of old trees . 

"One 1;1i tness to the explosion said that before it ex}loded , t he meteor 
afpear ed to be a plane on fire . 

11 1 It was a blaze of fi r e ,Ji th a lot of sn:oke ', said hiss 
wait r ess at the DeSoto Grill near Sylacauga. 

221 a 

" ~he was standing outs ide waiting for a bus · . .,ri t !: two otr.er women. 

111 0ne of them saiC. to look at the plane 0 :1 fire ', hiss 
and ther e it was .' 

said . '~e looked 

"Just a t t hat moment , she said, it blew U:£= in a blinding flash and a lot of 
• 

OOl.Se . • 

11It appeared to come out of the southeast . 

11 Se·1er al other per sons in Sylacauga t hought it 'lrJas a burning plane a l so , and 
a search \Ji th s orr1e 30 or 40 air plal'les got under ,,ay shortly to l ook for the crash . 

11 Ther e \.Jer e variances i!'l the descr iptions of the s!Iloke f r om the eXJ:losi ons . 

11 In Sylacauga} it appeared black . 

"In Bi rmingham and in other places at a distance , it ar.rear ed white . 

"Ther e \.Jas immediate r e- acti on to the meteorite story f r om over the nati on • 
• 

11 E::>.-perts agr€00 unanimously that l'-:r 
have been struck by a metaor ite . 

as the first rcrson known to 
• 

" amat eu r astronomer and ragis trf:r at Birrninghs.zi- Souther n 
College , said he never h~d heard of it b~fore . 

"D 
at Atlanta, said that 
could be a ttribut ed to 

, h~ad of the astrono~y der~tment at Agnes Scott 
e in jury of i'·crs W'lS th€ first th:1t he k!!ew 

a mGteor . 

. . . -. 
• 

11 

College 
of thn.t 



( .• J:.:.."':!es E. FTntt) it ".o/ '!S -n~..:tu"J.lly agreed :.!l'.it. t m: L6Ct2n:l S.LL·..1lc1 orn. ~.~ .• 

tn: cb _ject i.n accordance v itn the p.:· ovi s.i.o:-!~ of AFR 2)f) - .) (UF'l•B He; >rt i;) - , . 

ljl\1..:. -· ._ o ::> ,j 0ct 1.ras returned to P 1 -c 2 -C head~ua~ters loc ·::.ku 'l r. DobtJJ..J.~ \..f-'!3 , Go..! :-.•. 

wt~~e ~ra~b~nents for mailing it were irutiated . P.. c u:n...JlC:te 
• 

is 1:..:; ted as 3.t'Lacl-L-::ent ~~~ o ."' this file . 

flT .J.C f..CTI ON : 

0~ 2 December 1954, Captain Hardin , Chief , ATlAE- 5, received a teleJ~cr~ 

call f r om Col . Dennison (E-xec . Of f . of the 48trt Air Res cue S~uadron , ~~-~:- . 

Col . De:mison s t a t ed t hat he was "under ~ressure" to r eturn the objec t. ~~ 

Hr s . Capt . liard in assured Col . Dennison that ATIC wou ld not. har~ ·.~ 

origi~al appearance of the object in any way during ~e - .... e x.arru.na •.l.on . 

Herein s uggested Col Dennison contact !'-tr s an d r eassure her t~e ~ o~~c ~ 

would be returned t o her a s soon as possibl e . 

As of 3 December 1954 , the object h~d not been received at m -
• \ t -- . .. _ ..... . -... .. . .. 

f.a:rdin , ATIAE- 5 , placed a call to Fl:t 2-C of t he 4602nd to inquire ~s :~ -:.., 

status . Prior ~uthorization fo~ dir ec t cont act with a field uni ~ had re~n 

ob~aine d f rom Hq 4602nd AISS ) Ent Ar~, Color ado. Ca""Ot. Hardin -..ras i: ... f~ -
by ~s~ Lt Richard C. Vaughn, OCI , Flt 2-C, t~at he had encoun~ered ncme 

di~ficulty in ~ransporting the ob j ect to ATIC . He stated that he ~~ulJ 

i :.L~diately by Firs t CLass ~~il and r egi ster it . 

0:1 6 December 1~54, the ob ject, encased i n a wooden box W 3.S :- ' ·c·! • ..... ) 

ATl:C 3..'1d s i gned i'or by T/Sgt Drepperd , .".TT .. \Z- 5. The ob ject w;. :.; 1-..: ..... ·· l. :\ ~ ... 

cx~ .. ":li ned vi s uall y by Dr . Robinson, ATI AR - '- , V'lose e·.raluati o.:1 t · 1 .. . .... f l \ ,-_ .l .) , ... . 

3.tt<~.c~:'1ent /1=3 of' thi.3 file . 
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UNCLASSiFiED 
11 11/umer ous as trono:ner s s t a t e i n books on tho subj ect th~C!.t no one c.vcr has btt..n 

struck . 

"Bat the f r agment which f e l l f r om the sky ovr r Alabc.rno.. y c.st E.r d ;.ty i s only on._ 
of bi l lions which strike the eart h ' s atmospher e each d ay . 

11 Nost of th ~m ~e t iny particles of s and - like m9.t Gricl , r amn:mt s of lost 
viorlds t hat exploded eons ago and swarm ar ound t he: sun like knat s . 

113ome ar e i n r egular orbits nnd when thG ec.rth J:. C.s ses thr ough these met eor 
or bits , more are s een t han normally . 

"Only r arel y does one las t more t han c.n inst ant of r1 sGcond bef or e being 
burned to ~ cris F by eerth 1s a tmospher e . 

"The burning of the met eor s i s caused by thei r t r emE.ndous sp E.E:d as they come 
into contact wit h tht o~th 1 s o.tmos~here . 

111'-Jeteors gener ally s t art burning a t about 100 mi l es up and burn out bef or e 
they des cend vary f~r . I f one i s large enough t o burn until it r eaches an a l t itude 
of about l.:.O miles , it explodes in a manner s imil3.r t o one which blew u; over 
Syl3cauga . 

"The pieces then dr ift Clc.wn ovE. r vlide :~.r e e.s , hitting t he gr ound at only 
mot er ate speeds because the ~ir r es istance s l ows them down . 

" 'l'he fact that the ~ylo.cauga. meteor exrlod P.d at c. tremendous hei ght is sub­
stanti~ted by the f eet tha t the exr-l osi on wqs s een f r om three s t~tes . 

"I t was s een at Fhenix City and 
was a flying sauc er and thct a worn~ 

a \.Jild r e :..ort s t "!.rted ther e t h'lt t he met eor 
• 

s aw a nan get out of i t . 

"Guardsmen went out i n planes , j eeps , ::u:nbul 'l.Ilce s :md hel iocop t er_ tryi ng t o 
f i nd the obj ect . 

"But Gu.:u-dsmen war e un:~.ble t o find c.nything , even though t hey scoured the 
aren . 

11The bright fle sh across the sk-y was r erortad sirnult:maously :!t Atlant a. , 
~l e'.J!'"lC-J."l and Coluru~us , Ga ., s ever 'll parts of Al:~.b ~2~, nne ~s f or ues t 3.5 Gr eenvi l l e , 
~.i s s . 

11 I n Atlc..nto., t.hc Air Force nnd St o.t e Fc.trol r ec c.iYed sev(.r c.l 
pr obable pl:me crash ne'lr ti ewn~'l, L:.O mi l os sou·;..h·...r.:;s t of Atlo.nt:1 . 
s en ch ed the are a. f or t wo hours bef or e ca.lling off t he se~rch . 

12 
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"Radio Stati on WOOH i n Newnan reported numer ous calls from persons who said 
they saw a mysteri ous , flaming object in the sky . 

11 A Civil Aer onautics Adrnn ., employe in Hontgomery saw the falling met eor .. 
He descr ibed it as ' a bright l i ght like a f alling star with a trail of smoke 
behind it ' which f ell across the horizon from a gr eat height . 

"A l·Iaxwell Air Force pilot who was flying at high al titude also sighted it 
and g3ve a similar description . 

"National Guard Sgt . J oe Clark of Elba was "Ji th t he Guo..rd in Phenix City . 
He said it a~~eared smaller tnan a plane . 

"In Sylacauga, the descr iptions of the e;qlcs i ons vTere a3 varied as the 
per sons who heard ito 

"To some, i t wa:J just l oud ' boom, boom, bcoms ' . 

11 0ther s heard s:nall c r ackling noises and po;-ping sounds between the big 
ex}losions . 

, 

11 A ~y1acauga ci ty councilman, B. J . Phillips said it sounded like thunder to 
hiln . He was at home r esti11g i:ft er lunch when the explosi on occurred . 

"Being the 
moment to l'<.tr 

er son to be hit by a f alling met eorite was of almost no 
\·.b en asked how she f elt about the dubious honor , she said : 

1 ~ f eel bruised .' 

"And what kind of a dc.y was it? 

"It was a day when t he stars fell on Alabama a t last . " 

20. On 6 December 1954, COJ-Y of r eport of inc i dent as written by LANZ and 
TENNILLE was r eceived f r om Fli ght 2C, 4602nd AISS, Dobbins AFB, Geor gi a , and i s 
quoted ver bat i m: (Details only) 

11 FLIGHT 2- C, 4602D A.ISS 
35TP. AIR DIV (D), DOBBIH3 AFB , UFOB .. 
~~RIETTA, GEORGI A 

NARH ... t!TIVE OF EVE1;TS F.ELATi i'lG TO UFOB SEE1 1 AT SY~ACAUGA, ALABANA(GEOREF : GJDD 4510) 

1. 
1/0lOOZ . 
the foll 

Received t ele;:hone call from Eq 46020 : .ISS , Colorado Springs , Color ado at 
Major Cybulski infor med Sgt Lanz to _rJrccecd to the foll plo.ces e...nd contact 

pc. r sons and/or agencies r elative t o in-: esti~ation of re f.ort : 

a . Atlanta l"Junicipal Airport , Air ~.ou te Traffic Control Center ( GEORE.F : 
GJFL 3646 ) . 

13 
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b . La~son Air For ce Base, Fort Benning, Georgia (GLGREF : GJFC 0520) . 

c . Phenix Ci ty, Alabama, ~'Jr . 
GJE.C 5928) . 

d . l"laJC\,Jell Air Farce Base, Fl i ght Service , 48 ARS , 11.a j or Kel so ( GLO?.!:F : 
GJDC 3928) . 

e . .Sylacauga, Alabama, }.r s C~OREF : GjDD 4510) . 

2 . At l /0120Z another cull was r ecei ved from Hq 4602d; ~~jor De Bruler and 
t·~ j or Cybulski inf or med Sgt Lanz that a TT, rnsg r ept had been received at 35th Air 
Div (Def) , DAFB , Marie~ta, Geor gi a ( G~CREF : GJFD 2954 ) r el ative t o UFCB re : TT nsg 
.t-1 30/22432 from Corr.dr Fli ght Ser vice , 1-:B.Xl..Jell AfE , Al:?.bama . 

3. A check was made with 35th Divisi on D/I and 3. co}y of 
pi cked ur: pr ior to de;>ru-ture for i nvestigat i or. ~JY L/Sgt 1 s Lanz 
1/02102 . Team utilized ml l vehicle . 

above cited msg 
a.."'ld Tennil l e a t 

was 

4 . At 1/03302 tea..m arrived at Atlanta l".unicipal Airpor t , Air Route Tr affi c 
Control Center, and t he f oll owing i nforcati on was obt ained f r om H. iJ . Duke , Senior 
Control ler ARTCC , Atl~1ta , G~orgia (Note : Extract ed ver batim from ARTCC log) : 

a . At 30/ 18542 }ontgomery(MG~l ) and iVJa.xwell( J;..xF) Tower r eported explosion 
at high altitude and ball of fire trailing smoke f alling north of 
Nont gomer y, Alabama (hG!V!) . 

b . At j 0/ 18552 Atl anta , Georgia ( ATL) Tower refor t ed br i ght flash wes t of 
airpor t . Dobbins AFB (l-!GE ) Tower r eported thi s to ;..TL also . AF 2275 B-
47 wi tnessed the s ame thing and advised object above 34, 000 f eet . }.r . 
Campbell at (TCL) Tuscaloosa, Alabama repor ted to TCL tha same thi~g . 

c . At 30/1900! Naxwell (t-.xF) Fli ght Service advised t hey t..rer e sendi ng cut 
a SA- lA £rom Rescue Squadron to investig&t e . 

d . At 30/1905 Dobbins AFE has no B-47 1 s out . All I FR i n (i•!Gh) area 
accounted f or. 

e . At 30/1909Z Tusca loosa , Al~bama (TCL) advised ~x . Fulman of TCL 
Universit y obs er ved bright or ange f lame and pi eces f~lling east of 
Tuscal oosa , AJ.::tbama. Birmnghcm, .-ll3.b..-..m:t (BEl\ ) ~dvised it .:q.pe :::.red. to 
be be:.u-ing 135 degrees f rom (BP.J., ) . Nont0omery (l·tG1·. ) cdvised due nor th 
of 1-iontgooa:-y . AF 2275 (B- 47) ndY::.se:d a2.titude looked t o be 60, 000 
f eet . Flie-nt Service ndvised 30/ l Jl :'Z. 

f . At 30/19282 Al~b~~u ~t ::tte F~tro l sending unit to Snith 1 s stati on 
(6 miles 1•lli of ihsnix City on u.s. 280) to investiiat e r~lling obj ect 
re~orted hit t ing ground . 

~-

• 
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8 . At l/1900Z Int t::ll Tce1n arrived Op er :.tions Offic e: , t-1.:J.XWell AFB, Al~b:'Jfln . 

a . The names and locations of the following per sonnel \JGr c obt a.inE:.c : 

b . 

• 

Col K. L. At chley 
Distric t Coumand ~r 
8th Dis t r ic t O~I (lQ) 
lvJQ.)0.Je 11 AFB 

Capt JvJarsten 
Op er ati ons Offic er 
48th Air Rescue Squadr on 
lhxwell l~B 

T/Sgt J~ck L. Fetter 
Contr ol Tower Operator 
48th Ai r Fi~.; scue Squadron 
!>'J3Xwel2. AYB 

T/Sgt Potter met Sgt Lanz at opar~tlon~ for completion of ATIC Form 
# 164(Ref incl # 2) . 

c . Sgt TeTh~ille contac t ed Capt M2r sten, 48th fur Rescue Squadron, and 
was informed that five helicopter s wer~ dispatched to differ ent 
l ocations given o.t t~me of f l ash ~~d/or &xplosion . One of the 
helicopter s piloted by Cqpt Roger s landed a t Syluco.ugo. , AlabP~o. . He 
acqui::-ed the obj act ond r eturned with snmc.:. to !'Jruc\Jell AFB . (Itir.ern.ry 
of flights being forwn.rded to Fl t 2- C vi~ air mail) . 48th :ur Rescue 
Squad~n t r ansfer r ed obj ect to Col Atchley of OSI . 

d . Sgt Tennillo phoned Col Atchl ey from 48th ARS and was infor med th : t 
Hq 46C2d ~ISS h:.d contacted Col Ltchley r egarding obj ect . It w~s 
decided th~t Flt 2- C, 4602d AISS would J s sume custody of obj ect . 
Sgt ' s L~z and Tennille pr oceeded to the tistrict OSI Office and w~re 
met ther e by Col Atchley '\.Jho informed them th~t according t o AFR 
200- 2 dtd 12 Aug 54, he would r elinqui sh the obj ect t o Flt 2- C1 s 
investig~ting te~ . 

e . Bec~use of unfavor~ble publicity incurred by the ~cquisition of the 
obj ect , Col J\.t chley suggested th :1t the m~tte;r should be coordinnted 
lrlith the Base Co:cdr , Col J .:.uncs E, Fratt, 3800 Air Base Gr oup , t-·IO.X\.Jell 
AFB , Alc..b::una . Col I .. tchley and Sgt 1 ,.; L::mz wd Tennille pr oceeded to 
Col Fr ot. t 1 s offic e 't·Jl:0 r c h e J,J ::!. S l:::r ic.f ed O!! the situc.tion; He 
sug~estod ~ c.:1ll to Cor.dr 4602d LI:-15 , out2.ining .:tction f or pacifying 
the locc.l people i nvolved in Sylac -:ug::. , .. ;]. . .... - specific:Llly the 
Nnyor, Ed J . Ho~...rc.rd ; o.r.d hr s e individual s r.ruck by 
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B. At J0/20JOZ Birmi ngham, Alabama( 6H}\, ) Tower advised '.-leather Bur eau h "ld 

r eceived a r eport that a meteorite had f allen at Sylacauga, Al~b-.a, 

h . l11taxwell Fli ght Service (l·JCFFS) advised 30/20322 . 

i . At 30/2108Z Alabama State Patrol advised Eirzringhan(BHi·'l) Toue~ a 
woman was i njur ed (br oken hip ) by a falling objec t n ear Sylac~ug~, 
Alabama . Homan i n hospital at Sy lac aug a, Alaba::ta . 

j . At 30/2115Z Eastern Airline Airc r·af t Trip # 181 ad v i::; ed Bir:ninf.hD.!'l 
(BHh) Tower of the following : s i ghted a helicop t er in a fi eld 140 
degrees bearing from Birmingham, Alabama and 210 degrees bearing fron 
Anniston, Alabama(A.l'm ) . Appear ed t o be a fire in the .field anc 
h elicopter appeared to be i nves tigating . 

5 . Team depart ed Atlanta 1-.unicipal Air port a t l/0430Z fer LaHso n Air Force 
Base, Fort Benning, Geor gia and arr ived 1/0900£ , 

SFC 
the 

6. At l/13C02 
Harold S . ~urray of the Dispatcher s 
following information : 

vi l ian ) 1 Chief Dispatcher at Lmrson AF2 nnd 
Office Lt\.Fo wer e inter vie\.J ed . They r elat ed 

' 
a . At J0/1850Z teleJ:hone call was r eceived f r om Fhenix 

City , Alabama, r eporti ng the sighting of a f alling obj ect . Since J on es 
inferred that this was obviously an aircra:t c r ash , emer gency 
procedures \-ier e instituted by Lawson Oper ations Offic er . Ref er to 
incl # 1 , UFOB r ept (Completed ATI C for m 164) . 

b . At J0/19152 two helicopter s w€r e dis~atched to alleged crash s ite 
with Capt Charles D. Lang in char ge . Si multaneousl y , a gr ound r escue 
party departed to search the ar ea . Both parties were r ecalled a t 
30/21302 . Results of search '.Jer e negative . 

c . At J0/19452 tele~hone c111 w~s r ecsived 
Station , Alabama r eporting f alling object . 

m.ith 

d . At 30/19502 Ca}t D. tl . Read , 464 TrJ. Carr Hg , Fo:?e AFB , Fort Br :tgg, 
l'lorth Carolina. 1-honed Di sp:ttcher ('.':trr en ) th :1t a mo1Tin g obj ect w~s 
observed f r om downtm.m Columbus , Geor gi a ( G~OrtE.F : GJFC 0329) , b ec:.ring 
270 to 280 degrees . The object with a l ong brill iant t r ail of f ire 
exploded a t aFfroxioat ely 40 degr ees azirwth f r oQ surfa c e . 

7 . An unsuccessful att empt wa s mo.de t o loc~te Cupt Read . An ATIC form 164 
(USAF Technical Infor~tion Sheet ) w·-..s l e.ft wit;, i•.r • .Iarr en for com}.letion a.'"ld 
for 1..rarding to Flight 2- C, 4602d .AISS , DAFB, tv~aricttn, Geor gi a by C~pt Rend . Te:1rn 
de}. o.rted fo r 1'1rucwell J~VS , Alab~:t o.t 1/15002 . 

,. - J ..- ;;""\ • ., ,. -- t '-· 1 - • 

U. . •""l 4 ' • \.._...,; -.... -
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the obj ect . Since AFR 200- 2 outlines the oisposition of UFOB mattor 
f ound, Col Prnt t suggest ed we pick up obj ect and proceed to Dobbins 
;~B , ~~ietta, Georgi a . 

f . Col Atchley suggested that the obj~ct be ex~~ned by Dr . Fr :derick 
K. Morris of the Dir ectory of RGsearch Studies Institute , .~ctic , 
Desert and Tr opic Informati on Center c.t I'.m<We:.ll /~B . Dr . i'·iorris 
stat ed th ~t he wa s equi pped for complet e analysis of obj ect, if so 
r equested . He b~lieved thc.t its composition was 1e ither c. stone 
met eorite or en e~rthlY p eridotite .' Furt hermor e , he sug~cstcd th~t 
the Smithsonirm I nstitute c.t .l:J.shington, D. C. (GEORl:.F : GJ rJJ 5856) 
vould be inter ested in its study . 

9 . At l /2330Z to~ de}:.Jrt eCl ~ .AFB and .::trri ved c1 t Flight Hc:J.dqua.rtcrs a t 2/050C::: 

10 . I nvestigator s ' Comrr.ents : 

Because of even+.s r ol .:1t ed i n pa.r 80: it wc.s decided by the terun not t~ 
visit t~JI"s . immedi at ely but to r eturn to D.:ji';-, , 1-.t.::rie.tta , Geor gi e. for 1.4 ... ck 
tr~sfer of objec to :.TI C. If, hm.,re:.ver, i t is dcl;!1Cd necessar y , l"~rs . 
can be intervielved by Flight 2- C. 

Reg9Xding obj ect and source of or igin, the follouing opini ons \.TC:r e 
r eached . From opi nions given t y sour ces cor.sid ~red r eli:J.ble , it is believed th~t ~ 
obj ect of similar size: weigtt ~nd mepe, travalling ut the high speed ~ormclly 
attributed to a met eor 5.t e , wvuld have snc.shed thr ough t he f l oor unc~ buried itself 

i nto the earth . I ns t ee.d 7 it rner el;>r penetrat ed the roof end c eiling, hit I\rs . 
and dr opped on floor according to l'.r~ . story to newsp~pcrs (Ref incl 

• Object w.:1s forwcrded to ATIC, ~lri ght-F ntt cr son • .FB, Ohio .for fur ther nnc.lysi s . 

-

-

RICliLF\D C VAUGH.t\l 
J st Lt .. , US:I.F 
Officer in Ch~ge" 

21 . Thi s r epor t is classified COifFIDSaTLJ, i n c.ccord:mce 1..:i th J:E'-r::grc.pb 7, 
.rlFR 124- 1 . 

INCLOSU RES : 

~0>2·: .. :u'IDER, 3800TH_.UR B, .• SE •;1 E.;c , l"J10:':.iELL .!EB.. /..i.._::,B:J-:_!.Q; 
DI~..CCTOR , S£~Ci i~ IJ\Ti/ESTI Gi1TivJ'~3 . H ... §. U~.J'. L.. \!ibJii LiGTU~·· D. C. 
co:,11..:,.NDER. b.IR Dil'E~~SE CCI··ll~~'u-.:iL t. ENT .: .... !11) , J~~ ~lJP~.DQ 
DIST:tiCT OFFI CE !•JO. 14 I LOURI J~?b 1 COLO~'J'(': 
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Inclosur ed : (Cont 'd) 

COEt-• .Al'JDER, t!RIGHT- f ATT:t.RSOri A.FB , OHIO 
1 

ATTN : ATIC 
DISTRICT OFFICE 1~0 . 5. ~/RIGHT-FATT£RS0d 1~B , OHI O 

Photographs , thr ee (J) views of UFOB . 
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I 
O..t 6 L;!cecbe::- 1954) Ct;.?t . H:Jrdin plac~d to Col B1 o~.y~~r ) A.ii'OD.l - ·". , 1nd 

.:.nro .. ·~-~ 1.! l.i 11 th3.t the object '\r.J..s c..ei.ng t:Xi.l1:1ineJ a" ."i"IG . C"l £ 1 0 1"'" '"' . .., ,_..,...t,d 
..,·""- · · - J ~- ~""""" -

P .... e-- -nloa-e-
- ~ ·J ... - -'- ..) .... 

DC) wo'.l1d like to ~xo..--n.ine t!'le object . He reco!:un~ndect i..~t. C'ipt · ~ .. cd in co:1~;ac-r. 

Mr. !cnde.rson of t he Institute relative 'to "Lhe matter . On the :;o..-n~ date ) 

Capt . Ha:-din received a te1et!I"o.m from the ' •irS o·.rner of t.he r:1eteor i te . 

Thio message is e ntered into this I,ile as :l ttac:'1..rr:en t ;!4 . 

On 7 December 1954, T/Sgt Drepperd nlac ed e. call to ~.tr . nenuerson of the 

Smithsonian . r~ . Henderson agreed tnere is no question of who i~ the rightful 

owner, however, any tY?e of w~teorite is considered of n3.tional sc i entific 

value, and the tfati onaJ. ~luseum ( Smithsonian) should have an oppo:- tunity 

to examine it . Mr . Henderson furtha· stated that, if possible , tuey would in-

I .form Nr the true monetary va1\:.e of the neteorite. T/Sgt . Drepperd 

recommended that Mr . Henderson contact Col . Bloomer to make arrangements for 

acqui~ioo of the meteorite from t~e A.F. 

Shortly after the above rrentioned phone conversa~ion , Col B~oooer called 

Capt Hardin ~nd infor=ed h im that a suitable a greernen"L had been ~ccornplished 

betveen the Smithsonian and ~h"s ongressional Representative . Plans 

called for the AF to r elease the meteorite to the Congressman , ~ho in t urn woul d 

loan lt to t.._~ S=nithsonian for study . Col Bloomer the.::1 Jfl::~Ues ted 1:-:,.e neteor ite 

to be f orwa.:-ded to AFOH~-X . Col Bloomer n.ls o reaues ted a shor t ;renort of ATIC 1 s . ~ 

~~alysis for press release. informat i on . 

The r.l'2teor i te was crated in the Se.:;te rl'Ooden b ox it ·..ro.s rec~:.~;·ed in 9.-nd 

a lr r.~iled at 1200 hrs to Col 3loorne~. (Col Bloo~~ acknowledged receipt 

via telephone at 100 hrs , 8 Dec 5u) . 
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The UFO which s tTuck the house in Sylac:!.uga, A.labc.ma on 30 i!ov 54 
w~s definitely a meteor ite , ver y prob~~ly a cembcr of th~ And=om~d 
Shover al'..rays ob~erved with ·1ar:,."ing degrees of pr ominence .from ~lov. 24 
to Dec . 7. Gre 'J.t ci5plays of them were o"bae::-ved in 1872 o.nd 1885 -when 
many people thought "the wor l d was coning to en end . " The Andror.tiu 
shower of me~or3 f oll ow the orbit of Biela ' s co~t w~ich had a per iod 
of 6.6 yeq.rs . The co:net broke into t'..ro :parts i n 1846 and dis::1p:peared 
after 1852. The ~eat shower s of 1872 and 1885 occur~ed w~eo the conet -should have r eappe3Xed . The rneteors or dinarily c!c:.slow and leave long 
trails but their speeds depend upon what part or the day, or night 
they ore seen; ~~d it is poss ible to see members of the shower ~lcost 
any time of the nl ght . Only the larger ones , ho~ver, could register 
their occurence by a.u explosion during the dayl ight hours. SoT..e are 
seen every yea:r because ~he debris of the comet has been strewn along 
the whole path of' ~'1e comet and the eart b in its motion around t he sun 
crosses the path of the comet on Nov 27 each year . 

• 

Dr . L.V. Robinson 
1 December 1954 
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P.OUTING • !UNICATION:i CtNTER NO. 

.. • I I 

f ' I '; -I . • 
, ..... (' J'.':. t•' ~,,~ , , ... 

f 4 ~ • J 2 • I \ .I' :a t 

/ tJtJ /3 ' / . . . ,.,,. .... , .... ~· 'I () I) , •. ,,\.I~ . II.• -- - --·-· - . -, " . . 
• M.t'\ f • .., f Jo 1 . ,. 
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FROM; (Ori~ina tor) 
S PACI! ABOV I! FOR CO:W MUNICATIONS CENTER ONL Y ... ----------.,------------f 

DAT::·TI~£ G?.OUP ::lECURJTY o.ASSIFlCATIOH 

• 

TO: 

J ~FO: 

CO:OOR ATIC 
-••• 

D/I HQ USAF 1:iASH D C 

?'ROt~ 
/") --7 /; "'? £ 

AFOIN- ATIAE -/.A- / U / -
' 

062045Z DEC 54 U.:CL.'\.SSLti'IED 
PREC£DENCE ~ACTIO:_rl ~--·'---~INFORMATION 

FOR: ROUTINE 
' "' 

0 BOOK MESSAGE (XI ORIGINAl. MESSAGE 

CRYnOPRECAUTIOH 
0 M UL TIPLE AOOHESS 0 vr.s 0 uo 

REFERS TO MESSAGE: 

IOENTIFICATION CLASSii'ICA TION 

FOR POLICY AND f-1.\;JAGE;·fEUT GROUP 

The Alaoama meteorite is mad e up of dense stony maGter with many gr ains of' nickel -

iro~ al loys (aerol lte type ~eteorite) . The ou ter oortion of the meteorite is -
blacke~ed showing e vidence of heat erosion from f r iction with the earth 1s atmo-

~pne~e . The or iginal meteorite was much lar ger than the part recovered since it wss 

seen to explode from Alabama, Geor gia and Mississippi . Some other f'rag~ents dis -

tributed over a ver y large ar ea r emain t o be r e cover ed , and much of it must have 

fallen ~sashes . The speed of the meteor i t e when it e~tered ~he ear th ' s atmo ­
·.}[ 

I 

nphe~e w&s pr obably in excess of 15 miles per second . Evidence indicates t ha t the 
• 

A: nb~a ~eteor1~e was a member of the Andr omid shower, occuri~~ be~ween 2~ 

,. .:. ' ::l d ... 7 D ' I •OV-IlD~r ar. ecemoer . These generally come from the north as ln t hls ca se. 

l it i.:; fro:n this sho,,.;er, it is :'rom the debris of Biela • s comet Hhi ch d lsappeared 

SYMOO l 

O D , FOR.'!I 
OCT 49 173 

cornet 

REPLACES MME i'OR"4 !7J, I MAY <t9, 

WHICH MAY 9£ USED. 

• 

have fal len for ce:1t ur ies . 
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fro ii ~he C & N Labor:t tory , ',/A JC. They vi su.'ll l :;- exa~lned t ha :: t.:t~or i vt' 

!1e haa been t:loni t oring eff ec ts of 1onss_I:her1c propo..ga tion ori HF r n..dio 

signals thr ough an oscilloacope for the past t~o years . 

• 

espacially interested i n the r eturns he h~G teen receivin~ fro~ ~e~eori t e 

tr~tl <; . Be continued t hat d.u:::-i n~ t he !'ionth of l:ovembar, 1954, the!"e had 

been a ;r.a.rk inc r ease in t h e neteori te a c tivity . The attached photogr n.?h 

i a one tC.~t he obt :: ined on t he hight of 21 Oc t 1954 which vividly depicts 

n f~i r s i ze return of a me t eori t e trail. Mr. Cast illo o~erat e s s t a tion 

'iriTV i n Springfi e l d , Ohio . He concluied. that during the ,,e c.k o i the 

Al.a.'b3.ma i nciJent, h~ rec e ived unusual a :1otmt':3 o:f :neteatri te 1·e turns on ;-ds 

On a r- et of the zr.e teor i te 9ho tog :-aph:3 ~··ere r:i ve!l to D:- . Taylor 

1.:::Jon h i s reques-t . 

' 
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f ro:;1 the C & N L"l"'Joratory , ',1.\JC. They v1 ::;U3.l ly 8:-...!l.::r:i ndd t he ::etdor!. v.,. 

.. d . • \. '!"' .,... b.. • i ~ 1 1 . ~.n.J. ngr e? •.~a ·· · · J.o 1 . :.o :~. nson · s o r g ). nn. t:v:l ,,~t~on . Mr . Cas tillo ~tated 

h e h :1.a ·oeen moni t oring effects of i one spheric p r op:l.6a t.ion ori H:ii' radio 

s i gna ls throu~~ an oscilloscope f or the paGt t~o years . He has been 

especi3.lly intereeted in the r9turns he has ~een receivin~ f ro:.1 I!leteori t e 

t r:1.ila . He cont inut;cl that during the month of november, 1954 , there had 

been a rrark increase in t he neteorite a ct i v ity. The a ttac hed photogr~ph 

ia· one that l:e ob t -;.i ned on the nigh t of 21 Oc t 1954 which vivid ly depicts 

~ f 8-ir s i ze re 't11rn o f a. meteorit e t ~a. il. Mr. Castillo 0.9erate s s tation 

'i fi'TV in Sp ringfi e l d , Ohio . He conc l uded that durir.e the ~,,eek of the 

Alabama i ncid ent, 1e rece i ved. unu sual a;nounts of :n -3telll'ri t~ rett:.rns on h i s 

~raph. 

One ~e t of the :ne t eo ri t e !JilO to g r D.9fls ... .-ere ~1 ven to Dr . Taylo r 

~~on hi s reques t • 
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• 
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F' inal e'ts.luation , con <1ucte·1 by Dr . Robinson , is contai nea her E: in as 

1~"Ct2.chnent #6 . The re teroi te was !lhotograpned by .4T!RT- l on 6 n~ce~ber 1951~ ~ 

The thr ee photographs are included in this file as . .\tt2.ch.-rent 47. The 

following organizations and individuals r eceived copies of the 9hoto's a s 

indicated : 
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Hq US AF - AFOI1~-:X 2 sets 
ATIAE - 5 1 set 
Dr . ~taylor C&N Lab , vTADC 1 set 
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Dr . Robinson - 2 sets 
4602nd AISS 2 sets 
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3 ')/1625/(.i~ 

3~/1635/t,;?B 
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(Dcl:tyed Entry) ~-:!.0 31J4 on t.h·~ c.... r vw:d ,, t •,y l·•c, , ,,. ' ..., .. _ t;) • 

by fo:- fur-cb~;r i.rforc~ t, :_')n . ':'h1.t ir- :'cs cu~ Cl')n:.rol is 

Capt . ..• i ller of _:;:v:.ni ·< CitJ tJ0., ice c· lleti au1 
g !"Otll1C 5"! '1-::'Ch t·evo.oled no ... !1int:; . ~8'1Ue3~, c-cl to 

3A- lt- 7207 on the d ::ck . .,t t:u~ ti ,n~ . 

• 

• ,.., .. \.., ~ , . I "- --· · 

i s C-47 5732 reports th~t P..~ · ; h~::~ the ob~eC*, on hoqrcl ::wd 
ei:-corne f !'om ..:>,Ylt:lcau,;a be ~. n~ e scor 'L .. K1 by Sf..- 16 711),3 . 573 2 -r·e t·. rr.i r: s 

30/1645./G:tB 

30/164 7/G~3 

3 'J/17•J5/GRB 

30/173 2/'.iRB 

".: 0/177.4/GRB 
• 

3 'J/1725/G?.B 

3 0/131 5/GRB 

t '\., . o t. .. e Dl?.S~ . 

JSI r ir • .Sca.ss notifi ed of 
we st~J.nd by on r- necurity 

' e oove 
gu'lrd 

inforrr~tion nnd :~e •Juested 

f or u11ide~ tifierl object . 

C- 47 5732 on the deck at t ri s tine . 

,lnjor ~.!cCullou~!l ::issi.. .... sil:pi CAP o.: .~i cit-ll;r de-.~Jer ted t1 :, 
this t i me . 

Ge O!'Gis C.".? officially d '! - 7-lerted thru i:ajor Rognicl.: !2t this 

H- 19 3':)4g on the d eck .~ t tl"J.s tlrne • 

• ., - -"> ....__._ .. , -. 

dA- 16 7153 on ~h9 dec k at this ti~e . ~is sion o~~lci~lly closa~ 
for 1 J.Ck of fur-cher infor:~ · ation . 

Alabe.ma 
a't t.hls 

C.t..P, Lt . Col c~s?c!y of.:'ici -:lly !1 ('tifL~~. e nd de - ::ola:-tee 
• • t.1.ne . 

..,_~ "T...., 
.L _,, •• 

-•:..J u ?:XT"-~.CTED CO?I : 

• . l· ~·l t.' .. a J or , u .:::J l'..J: 
- ~ t' ..... ~ .,er-8 l O .. JS . i) " "' . rr ... co .... 

- - - -.L 

FtJIC.. .I c:! -LP.D 
l:: t. Lt ., 

• 

f 
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, 

• 

• • • 

30/lL..22/GP.B 

J 0/1430/c~a 

30/J .~5/GRB 

30/14.5':>/C:P.B 

( 

,. - 1 o ~ ?l t::.~ o~t~··""-· · .,, .. ,n r>··.. . .. • · ··-
'""" " · - ,..,.. ... 4 \.'-- -·J ,., ., ... " .. t . . ~ . ... 
'"' · ~:n -: n-· ,.,. · ·~r. . , .., 1 ~"" ~- l -=1 : ' "" ' ' ; .... 

-- - · ... .,· · ' "- - .... ..., .. J 'J•- •.1,; ... l,.'l l 

r .,. ,:>V['-"> nr l• ' )- _. t " ··rl-:. rp r 'I"(' \,.1 t' f • 1"1' 
- "-"'•.. .... • ,I ;J ... t - - # ' • • • 
5"" J • t:> in · d: ~ n' ... ,... · ..,,.: , ; ·- ·- "'-' -· _ ..,) .... ., . -• 

( 

I - '""1.,. r . .. . ~ ... "'', ..... . ~... , ~ -··.L -
• •• 
~ .. . . 

, ::"" ·~ r .. .. 
· -- - t ... . 

.. l , , . - , •• v 

.. 

• 

• 
r '"'-''~ 

1- I 

" , ""'!' " · ­-t,.; - _,_ •' • 

£.n ~xp·t..d j_ rs s Fl' r d !3 e · ~·c 1"~ fi· c-. :. i non~· , 
.. . 

- f'"C' .. _.....~ _ .. ·• "'e . r.,._ _, :,1 • 

Cspt . n.ob.:r ~s pi.l c ... oa ri- J.S· )~.4~ cr ll~r' :n fro'l r.02,·::•1Ji~~:-. , .·.1 .. . 
report~ :.:Tt he r· ··j' 0 ·t.-Kl r·0J.'t-j;:;,(, r r· :. ::::::-..; t.o e l•J:-t L,hei!' .::'iT~!''" 

net in t'1e S:>Pthe· st to be on tl:e loo'< c-J~ fhr f:' '!' 'J !'le'N .::. rc.;.l ::.t.;;l 
r.~:J '3nebl~ us t o .,<:c:rrt - ~ • ., tne ca"-1:53 cf t:r.es a repor t3 , 

C -::pt . :.:a::-s c en 
:!. r1cid 9nt,s er.d 

r f.VlU93 • 
r9 o r: 

P~ Flieht cle::-7~ce 
tu: c '·: t:l ny find in -~s 

C- 1,.7 Ff 5732 dep~rt.i ng for Gree m1ocxl 

t:J !'!Otify 
• ·c. o us . 

SA- 16 # 71;3 repor~s se~rcning ~re1 15 ~iles 
3yl ac ?ug~ , ~la . re9or~od ~o~hing seen. 

Flight ..:>~rvice th~t the Birniz:ih~M ·va--t~9r 
~eteor s~ruc~ ne~r 3]l~c: ug~ , Al a . ~ ~on~n 
to t ~e J-:os oi t '-11 ·v c1 en ' s nawe - : :rs 
Grove ~bout 3 ~lles e ~ s t of ~ylac qu31 . 

J.• ··~ ~ -. t 'f ... .,.. ~~ ........ ·_, 
1 - ...J '-" ·~-""' ··'-" -· ... 

C-;.pt . i(ins:lul I~lc. bq ne. C.\? ru orta th--t st ... tz ro-i•.:e r!o-::!.fi·:K.! 
him t,bco t :1 mete or 3 ~ruck '\ hOU313 r.e "'~ r C'olur.blnna , ,ll!! . C ,? 
c hecking bac k ~'lith st~t.e police to ;_;e -;:, ·.;ro'!'ian ' s n ~me -:1no ·1 ~9 

S'..lpr-oseC.1y injureti ~lso her ar1 '1rcss . 

La~s on PL7 B o;9r ct ions c~~1ed 
of At~a;.td are3 h~s rev9 nled 
- "'~Y c o.,t; .., .. e s "" .., .,..c lrr 

by phone to ::-e~ort tta~ 2 se~rc~ 
-ru.· • - ") :- r Req .. o o .... o .; - h .. !'!a~..~ nb .::~ _ 8 • .... _ ~ , ,l.. "'. • • 

"" ._ ... - .. .. - .... .... ...., -,_;,. .. ' . 
~.!~jar ~!cCollough of . :issis ::;i'"'pi CA? c$)ll -3ii 
st~ting ~het ~e h~~ d is?··tched aircr~ft t.o 
to i;~ti ~t~ a ~9~::-cn of ~~..,t :!.nci:er. t. . 

.&' J ' . ·; -_ r o:n ~c .-:son, -'· _s.;, . 
• - "'" l. ··" 

Fli~ht 3erv ic3 :o;cr ~~d t~ot - ~3~ecr defi;~tely ,~r~ck ~ 
ho"....ss and ·.n jur cd ..... o:nan ct .Jyl'!C "t.: .:Y ... , Ala . 7c-:"' n ' s ~:'l.'ile 

g i ·ien in 1 1_4. ') re po; t ... r.d r oT u:.st,nd th~t :1- l q 1 .. ~::: ·_-.r:a ~ick- · :·' J 

.Je"C t he 'l!;iQI.~I:' nt.ifi '1~"1 obj '"'C t, •1'1.1 r~ ~'..!::'t: it to ~ - ~-~,.3~1 .'3., ·' n · 
e~c~~ic3tion . S t-::~di~. o;. 

. .,, ' c .... 1 t . 1 ' :~ C t' .J... - OJ ap~. . .. 0 • .:'!: . 3 ~ 0 C'!.'t.y po 1.Ce 
re··P..':lled tb-:t .,s y .::_ · ... :. ·! r )'J!"d 
!'-.. :P9 f vi.! r:d r.ot l ld~ . 

,.. ':) ,. ,.. .., \.... 
.::». ... -: l 

+ nh,.,. n; v C i ... · P " r ... , ....... _, , , ' 1 .. . - .. 
t . . ' .. D ~ T l. e S ~ !1 t, ~."=t ., 

• 
SA- lo 72')7 r spor :er: ·t:F "L theJ h-=!.vc sa:::rc1:ed the " !'"~ 
~ie·.1nan I ~t::-rsactio~ on :J.:.r · ·'~Y ·reen 6 "!OC h·voe .:ot.i ::d 
Instruc~ed t o ratu:- n to b -.se at ... h::.s t.ir.e . 1~ln o Pll 
ClC t i ·,i:.i.-"'S de - 1-er-:erl J:. t :-!is ~ir;e . 

-. - o' .. -- ~ .. . 
• • ' . . 

• • • 

• 

' 
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4~th Air R-ascue 3 .:pl:!dron rs Controll ~rs Contitu.Jd . 

31/1625/!::J.B 

30/163 5/GRB 

30/1645/GR3 

J0/164 7/GP.3 

30/1705/GRB 

J0/1732/G:tS 

'30/1724/GP.E 

J0/1Sl5/GR.B 

(Del qy~d Entir y) H- 11 3 ~J 1 on tr:~ 
by for fur~~t..--·r i'.f ur• ~t· '>!'' . ':." r.~-t'r. 

Coot . ::i 11 er of "' ~•Fn:. -< 
• 

! T Ol!i:d ·-d .. ..... 
~~ l~C !iCU'J 

·,y l'-'C' . , -r A ...., c.; ... ' • 

, . I , . ""' .... ,...., ...; nl. a _ r.,.:> 
Con t ro1 is ~~- . .-11' .... 

\,1 I..:. ..... • ' oy . 

,... "> - , ' r• - ""'~ t I, - --" "" '-4 • v 

gro,lnC .>e ; :-c h revr-el~r~ 

Cl ty tt'·; ., lee c · J, ~d a -:d 
no ~ ·,ing . ne ' l'Je::r\,ur1 to cl 1. · ~ ':>"" ~ i llU e ~ · e"' r •" 1 . -

dA-l~ 7207 on ~ne .... 
\# l.•r.e • 

C-.'+7 5T32 :-e}:orts th:1t ~~~ \ hG3 the ob . .;ec· .. on ho~r'l :!nd 
eircorne f:-o~ ..;yl~ceusa t~~ r.: ci s cor :,~G LJ S~-16 71 S3 . 
to t~~ 0°.3P. . 

• 
~s 

573.:: 

:SI ; ~ . S c~ss notiri~d of POOV9 

v1e :;tand by on P ::;ecur i t;r gu"l~ 
ir:.for,.~tion ..,nd requested -fo::- unifler:tifiea o~ject . 

C- L._ 7 5732 0 :1 the r1 e ck at t:--is ti!:le . 

• ;,qj or .!cCullou ~h :1issi.ss i cpi CA? a: 'ici~ ll;r de - ."J cr ted 1t 
this ti;:ne . 

Geo:-cis CA? of ficiel1y d~ - A-ler ted thru i:~j 0r Rog:1ic t· ~t this t i r:-- e . 

H-19 3~43 o n the deck ~t tris tine • 

..... \ - 16 7153 on th'3 dec~ a":. -r,his tir-e . ~:i:; !'-; i0'1 o~:·lci~lly clos · "' 
f 1 1 &' T J..h • n .._ • or _::.cJ< O.L _urv. er ~nror.1 ~~.~:.on . 

Alaoema CAP, :t. Col CPS?dy o1~icially n0tifi~f ~r.d ~e -~lerter. 

a1. this ~i.:1e . 

TRUE EXTn_\CTIJ) CO?! : 

' rj c L:AR L ~"o;.: ... v T c- 1J 1 - o JJJ . 1 • nl!o!.. .::> 

~ ·aj or, l.jSA.F 
Oneretions Of!~c~r -

• 

1 ..: t, L t . , U ..... 
l • • ....,_ ·-
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3 0/1420/G::t3 

30/1422/G?.B 

30/143 0/ C?.B 

3 0/1440/GRB 

30/141/3/GR.B 

3 0/l45C>/GRB 

; IJ/l)01J/GRB 

30/1525/i'~PB • • 

30/1530/G?.B 

3 J/l545/GP13 

( ( • 

-, ') · Co rti:med . 
~ 

I 

I 

C:pt . ~ober ts pilot on B- 1~· 3~4.8 C!:'llon in f-:. ·orn r;r.J t:.-:!Oi~nQ , Al~ . 

report~ th't he r:.: -.r..:o tf>d ~).C~5t r~·n -;ers to ~. lC!:-t. +:.cei!" er.tire 
net in :.be s ::>uthe -~ s t t o be on ~::e l oo',o· .. rt fbr ~.,.,_y new f~ ,..os whir. h 
w~y ~nebl~ ·;s t o ~!c:srt~in ~he causa c~ ttesa repor~s . 

C t 'I . ., :;. p • u.a:::-s c en 
incidents e.r.d 

reques ~erJ Flight ~ervice 
re port b~ck ony findin~s 

to ~otify ~~0 on ~bove 
to us . 

C -~ 7 F, 5732 departing for Green., c od ~!'e-3 .. 

SA- 16 ;172. ';3 repor~s se:;rchiru; a re'::! 15 miles to .30 riles south of 
Sylac-3 Ug9. , Ala . repor 7;ed nothing seen. 

Flight 3~rvice that the Birmingh::'m wa ... t~er 
me~eor ~tr~ck near SylGc e ug~ , Ala . 
to the hosoital women ' s naue - :!rs 

• 

Grove 'lbout .3 miles east of Sylac :IU3·1. . 
, 

bu~cau ~eoorted :;. 
~ 

r;~s injured ~nd ta'k'9n 
1i ·1es c.t ~forth Oak 

Capt . Kinse.ul r~ 1aba.L1a CA? r e :.or ts th.:-t st.e~e ro:.ice notified 
him thet ~ net~or struck a house r.e~r Colunbin~3 , Al?. . C ~? 
c hecking back \1i th sta t-e police to r;et woT!l.:tn 1 s n3.r.te 7/no ·.arA.s 
S'..lproseely inj,l!'ed a1 ::;o her add::-gss . 

Lawson A.:"13 ,.,~~rations c:1'2 led by phone to re~ort +.::at a search 
of At1ant~ area h~s revee1ed nothinb so f a r . Req~est~d th~ : 

they conti~~e se~rch . 

:.!ajor ~-~ cCollough of !:lissis :~ippi CAP c.::-llad f r om Jac ks on, ~!iss. 
stating thet b.e bee d ispatched aircrfl.f t to t~c ··:i~ona a r ea 
to i~ti~te a s e~rcn of th~t inci~ent . 

~light Se:rlica :'C!= Crted th,t ;: mai:eor cefiritely 5-:.ruck a 
ho·..Js e ar.d :_!1jured P ':·omf!.n at Sylacaug, , Ala . ~7o:-.:l n ' s name 
g i ·ien in 1~0 re~oort ::.nd re~~est.:>d th.: t :t- 19 l c> :Jd ar.d ? ick- up ?3 

yet the :: ~i~ent.ii'i :Y1 ob j ·;ct "'.Jd rAt'..:::-n it to :~~("rell .Ya for 
· n t · on c..o ...... ..,d 1· .... ~ b•r 9X~!T.l. a 1 .. • o..J 1, :: I. a!" • • v 

A cal l b.7 CA. pt . i.:ar sd e :1 to ci ~.'' 
re·:e.aled t!::::t qs ye:. t:1:: TO'Jr.d 

!"-...c.'lV8 four.d !"Ot.hin~ • 

police Rt ?henix City , 
~e~r~h c qrties i n ~~at -

0A - l6 72'J7 rs ,:Jortec th.~t they h:.ve 3e.yrched tbe " re~ 
Ne·.·man I nt<Jrsection on ~ir--v!!ly e; rec::n 6 P. nd h"'·;e f ou:ld 
It1'3 t;:-:1c:,e(l t o r r3turn to bns a ot "'.his time . "'.lso ~11 

t . • t • 1 , . d t .. . . t.' ~c 1.v1 tes ~ e - 3_er~e a ~~1s 1~e . 

e r omd 
"'ot:u· --.. . ·.::. • 
CAP 
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. • Tl AE5 Jl. OD£C :954 

SU3JECT: (Uncl) Unidentified Flying Obj ec t Recovgr~J at Cylac au3a~ 
Al abama 

~0 : Co~ander 
46v2d AISS (ADC) 
A'l'T!'i: !till.) or Cy bulski 
Ent Air iorce 3ase 
Colorado Springs~ Colorsdo 

1. Reference report A~ J orm 112, P2-C-YPOB-l, dated 2 Dece~er 
1954, f'ro11 Dobbins Air Force Base, Georgia. .:nelosed f or ~our re­
tention are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylacauga, Alabama 
unident11'1ed flying object. The object was photographed on 6 December 
195~ at the Air !eehnical Intelligence Center. 

/ 2. The obJect was received at the Air 'f'eohnical Intelligence 
Cente:t- lOuO hours on 6 December 1954 and was f orwarded t o Ai'O.U-1: at 
120d hours 8 December 1954, where 1 t has been loaned to the Sm1 th.son1an 
I rustitute for addi t1onal s tudy. ' 

'. The following is the preliminary analysis of the obJect by 
. ".TIC; the f inal evalua t1on is pending the resul ~s ot the Smi ths"Onian 
Inst1tute'3 examination: 

a . Meteors and meteorites at.ay be divided roughly- i nto three 
~lasses. One class is almost completely metall ic (iron, nickel, etc). 
Another i s 1 argel7 stony; and another, members of which are f requentl7 
oalled aerolites. is composed of dense stony matter with nsany grains 
of nickel-i ron alloys. This meteorite (troll Alabama) appears to be .an 
aerolite 1 W81g.bi.ng a poundS. a 0U.""lee8 e 

b. ExJ)losions ot ver-1 large meteors are quite frequent. 
:.rost meteors are no l :lrg@ than the head of a pin, and these 'burn up 
miles above the earth. On account of the heat generated, the larger 
:;teteors moving v1th nigh 3peeds n1.1st the~fore explode. The .\1aoa.-na 
. :~e teorite was much larger than the smaller part recovered, f or 1 t was 
seen to ex;>loda. Some othel' fragments d13tr1buted over- a "lery lar~e 
area remaL'1 t o be reco•ered, and :Jit1Ch of .it must have fall.an as ashes. 

c. The ave~age limits of altitudes of :neteor paths are 1<:101m. 
'rh ey seldom appe~ at greater heights than 90 miles, f or at grea tar 
hei~~ts there i s L~3Uft1cient alr t o cause one t~ burn; and g enerall7 
they burn up before gett~~ as l ow ~a ~ miles. Only those l arge 
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.\T!.\Z5 1 !JOEC i954 
S~C1: (uncl ) Unldent1f1ed Flying ObJe~t Recovered ~ ; J yl3c auga, 

Alaoa:na 

TO: Co~anrlep 

4602d AISS (ADC) 
NM'N: :-iajor C:rbulski 
Ent Air ~oree 3ase 
Colorado SprL~s, Colorado 

1 . Reference report AJ Jorm ll2, F2-0-UPOB·l, dated 2 December 
1954, fro• Dobbins Air Porce Base, Georgia. I:1elosed f or ~our re­
t ention' are two duplicate sets ot prints of the Sylacauga, ~tlab'ama 
unidentit1ecl fl;ying object. 1'he object vas photographed on 6 December 
1954 at the 1J.l9 !echnioal Intelligence Center. 

I 
I 

2. i'he obJect was received at the Air 'feehnioal Intelli&ence 
Center lOOO hours on 6 December 1954 and vas torwarded to A.76Df-I at 
1200 hours 8 December 19;4, vhere it hu been loaned to the S!li thsonian 
Institute to~ additional study. ' 

3. 'fhe f'ollow1ng i.s the preliminary analysi::s of the obJect b7 
.. TIC; the f inal evaluation is pending the results of the S illi ths-on1an 
Institute's examination: 

a . ~eteors and !Ileteorites may be divided roughl;r into three 
classes. One class is almcst completely metall!c (i~n, nickel, etc). 
Another is l argel7 stony; and another, members of which are frequently 
called aerolites, is composed. ot dense stony oatter with !12ny grains 
of nickel-iron allo~. 'fhis meteorite (troll Alabama) appears to be oan 
aerolite, weighing a pounds, a ()U."lees. 

b. Explosions of very large aeteors are quite frequent • 
:tost meteors are no l:1rger than the head of a pin, and these burn up 
miles above the earth. On account or the heat generated, the larger 
::1eteon moving vith high speeds 1a1st therefore explode. The Alabama 
Jteteori t• was :lllch larger than the smaller part ~covered, f or 1 t was 
.3een to explode. SaiiG other 1~·agments distributed over a .tery large 
area remaL"l to he reco•ered, and 'llt1'Ch ot .it must have .fallen as ashes. 

c . The average limits of altitudes of meteor paths are known. · 
They seldom appear at greater heigh~s than 90 miles, f or a t greater 
heights there i s 1nsutt!eient air to cause one to burn: ;L"'ld generall;r 
t!1ey burn up before getting as l ow :1s 40 m.ilas. Only those large 
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.U.'l'IAr - 5/ C :ip: . ! in r d .in / ref 692 J6 
:'\ ;.i'lA:3 5 

1 QD£C 195.4 
~~~T: (~ncl) Unldent1f1ed Flyi ng Object Recover~d a ~ ~ylaoauga , 

Alabama 

10: Co~andeP 
4 602d AISS (lDC) 
AT'TM: Maj or Cybulski 
Ent Air rorce 3ase 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

1. Reference report A"l rorm 112, J2-C·U70B-l, dated 2 December 
1954, troll DobJ)ina Air lforce Base, Georgia. Inclosed for ~our re­
tention are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylacauga, Al3bsma 
unidentlt1ed tl71ng object. 'lhe object was photographed on 6 December 
1954 a-t the &11- technical Intelli8ence eenter. 

2. !'he obJect was received at the Air 'feehnical Intelligence 
Cent.eJt lOuO houra on 6 Decembel' 1954 aod va:s forwarded to Alf'OIR-X at 
1200 hours 8 December 1954, Vhere it has been loaned to the Smithsonian 
Institute tor additional stUdy. ' 

'· !he following is the prel1m1naey analys13 or the obJect by' 
ATIC; the f inal evaluation 1s pending the results of the Sm1 thsen1an 
Institute's examination: 

a. Keteon and meteor1 tes may be divided roughly into three 
classes. One class is almost completely metallic (iron, nickel, etc). 
Another is 1 argely stony; and another, members oi vhieh are frequentl;r 
called aerolites, is composed ot dense stony matter with many gra1n5 
of ni.ckel-iron allor.s. This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to be .:an 
aerol1 te 1 V81gbing a pOundS. a 0Unee8 • 

b. Bxplosi.ona et very large meteors are quite fiequent. 
~at JDeteors are no larger than the head of a pin, and these burn up 
Iililes above t.he earth. Oo account of the heat generated, the larger 
meteors moving with h.igh spe-eds must therefore explode. The Alabama 
J28teor1te vas much larger than the smaller part recovered, for 1t was 
s een to explode. Some othel' tragment3 distributed over a l'er:~ large 
area remain to be recoYered, and '111Ieh of .1t must ha'Vlt fall-an as ashes. 

c. The average l1m1 ts of a1 ti tudes of :ueteor paths are known. · 
'I'heJ seldona appeu at greater heiz h&s than 90 milea,. f or a t greater 
heights there is insufficient air to cause one t o burn; and generall7 
the7 burn up befare getting as lo.t ~3 4-0 miles. Onl;r those large 
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A::i'1.\Z5 

.3U3J3CT: 

• 

(:1;'1cl) :Jn.!..! cn .. L' !~.:. 

J\l.:l~ama 

• --.. -, =? 

'i'O: CJ ;:candar 
l;c~v2d AISS (AD<:) 
A'l'TY: ~jOr C]Du.lsc! 
Snc Air ~oree e 
Colorado S;>r ing:s, C;2.ltx: s-:o 

• 

I • 
• • • 

2 . The obJect was :-eceiTeci 11 _, !~ 
Center lOuO hours on 6 ~oe•:bor :s~ . 
1200 :tours a Dece!:lber 19~. vnc.-. ll t.» ,.. ~ 
2ns ti tu te f or adcU t101l!Ll s;uq. 

3. 

examination: 

a . :Ce teo" and • t.or 1 t.f' • ; .c~~ 
clas ses . One class 1s a.l-ost ~·t•·" ~ 4 ~ • 

-~nother is largel7 sto01; and anoUn'. 
called aerolites~ 13 co.q:oaed ot c: 
of nickel-i ron a.llo~. ~i:s met••rll1~ 
aerol1 te, ve .1gh.ing a powxis. 8 ~-

'tfii!~~ .., 

b. Explosions ot YU7 1•1• 
!:ost meteors are no l:U'gG' thAn t.-.. '--' - ' .lf1l-\~~;: 
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m les .above the earth. ~ aoCOU."l~ er ' • ~ ~~4 
_,eteors :novi.."'lg vit!l h~ ~ctedl :.1'' ». ~ .o;.V:!-J:f 

::eteor1 te was muon l~ ~o.n 'h• J.=· ~·""" -l~i '/ai"- ·~.,c.;:.:t~'\:1.; 
.:;een to explode. So• at.~r trag ... ut • ef 
1:-ea remain to be raco'ftr«i, l1ll'S _-.a 

c . The ave~--a l1lli ta ot aJ '~~· ~ 
T:ley saljoca appear at ~'er ho1Jth•• ~ ~ 
heig!lts t here i 3 .L"1sw't!.:!ant o.ir •• ~ •• ~ 
t~ey b\C'n up bel'~ ~;• .=:; l-' lOV •# 
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cn~ugh t o penetrate a ll the ear th ' s atmospher e actually h!t t he earth ; 
a:1d these are c ~ lled 11;neteor1tds . 11 Velocity of a meteor r>lays an 1.:1-
portant part on whether or not 1 '; hits the ear t:1. At c;1e time a 
oe teor hits the earth's atmospher e--100 ~iles high, say-~its velocity 
Hill range between 8 miles per s econd and 44 :tiles p e1• second . 3i :lC:e 
the earth 's motion around the sun gives it a velocity of 18 ~las per 
s e cond ~d t he average velocity of a ~eteor i s 26 miles per second, 
one -c herefore f1:lds veloei ties betw~n 26-18 and 26+18 miles per s ecor.d. 

d . The speed ot the Alabama meteorite can be estimated only 
i f one knows the exact direction f:-om which it came and the tilJe or 

• the day it tell. '!'he evidence s eems to indicate, however, that the 
fl.l abama meteor! te vas a member of the Androadd shower, occurring 'be­
t ween November 24 and December 7. !hesa come f rom the north, but the 
exact direction depends on the time ot day the7 are s een. Ordinarily 
their speeds are about 15 miles per seoo'nd, but t his figure ma;y be 
either higher or lover. It it 1s a member of this shower,. it 15 from 
the debris of Biela's comet which disappeared after 18 52. :Fragments 
f roa this comet have fallen, however, for centuries--one of the earl1es t 
perhaps being a stone weighing 26o pounds which fall 1~ Alsace, November 
lo, 1492, between ll and 12 A.~. 

4. 
dir~etly 

Arrangements have been ~de for the meteorite 
to its owner from the Sm1 thsonian Institute. 
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enough t o penetrate all the earth ' s atmosphere a ctually hi t t he earth; 
and these are called "meteorites . 11 Velocity of a meteor p lays an a ­
portant part on whether or not it hits the earth. At t i'le ti:ne a 
meteor hits the earth's a tmosphere--100 miles high , say-~it3 velocity 
tt/111 range between a miles per s econd and 44 nilas per second. 31noe 
the eart h•s motion around the sun g ives it a velocity ot 18 miles per 
second and the average velocity of a meteor ls 26 miles per second, 
one therefore tinds velocities between 26-18 and 26fl8 miles per second. 

d. 'lhe :speed ot the Alabama meteorite can be estimated OnlJ 
1£ one knows the exact direction from which it came and the time ot 
the day it t'ell. The evidence seeu to indicate, however, that the 
Alaba• meteor! te vas a member ot the Androm1d shover, occurring be­
t ween lovember 24 and December 7. These come from tne north, but the 
exact directiOn depends on the t:ime ot day the7 are seen. OX"Cl1nar1ly 
their speeds are about 15 miles per seoond, but this figure may be 
either higher or lover. U 1 t is a member of th1 a shower, 1 t 1a trom 
the debris of Bielats come~ which disappeared after 1852. i'ragments 
f roa this comet have fallen, however, tor centuries--one of the earliest 
perhaps being a stone weighing 26o pGWlds which tell in Al sace, Jovember 
16, 1492, between 11 and. 12 A.X. 

4. Arranpments have been Dde for the meteorite to be returned 
directly to its wner from the SDl1 thsQnian Institute. 
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