I. DATE

{0 NOV 5k

PROJECT 10073 RECCRD CARD

F Z LOCATION
GEORGIA,

SYLACAUGA, ATBAMA
MISSISSIPPI, FLA, S CAROL

3. DATE-TIME CROUP

Local

4. YYPE OF OBSERYATION

0 Ground-VYisuel O Greund-Rodor

GMT. 30__51'3502 16007, |

8 AirVisuol O Air-Intercept Radar
5. PHOTOS i §. SOURCE
D{ves ATIC
& Ne MILITARY & BIVILIAN

7. LENGTH OF OASERYATION

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

1, Miss,

ase

8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

ONE

12. CONCLUSIONS
A Wos Balloon

Co0 000 0RO 0o

Prohably Balleon
Possibly Balloon

Wos Aircraft
Probaobly Airecreft
Possibly Aireraft

Was Astronomicel Meteorite
Probably Astronomical

Posaibly Astronemical

Other
Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Unknown

Obj observed by hundreds of persons in the
! Georgia and Fla area. Reler to
file for complete details.

- -

11, COMMENTS

Obj was definitely a2 meteorite.
9 1b obJ recovered.
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TO 28 OR 39 DEGRIZES ELEVATION

FIREY TALL AND A LITTLE

'..-—
A3

LONG WHIT
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P R P N P | ¥

JLER HZILD AT ARMS LEKRGTH WITH A N¥IREY, EXTR

SSARLY SLINDING LIKE WHITE PHOSP

n&ROUS BODY ABOUT THE SIZE

POINT AT YOU FROM ARMS LINGTH.

-llr'l'-n,, -Hl—q

WUT ITS VISIBLE 99 TO 42 BEGELX DIVING COURSE TO SOUMBDLESS

PO0LRT o AT ZXPLOSION OR DISINITIRGATION POINT IT

INSTANT ~LY ZLTHLR BY

DISINTERG

A1 no ATHIOSPHERE s MO PILLCES COULD BE SEEN DUE TO WICYED E
AT VANISHING POINT ThHE OBJEICT APREARED TO0 STILL BE QUITE

.d TO 69 THOUSAND FEET. I IMAGINE SPEED WAS IN EICESS OF 2

OUSAND MILES PZR HOUR SIKCE 1T COVERED A9 DZGRZE C OF

SECOND OR LESSe I WAS COINCIDBENTLY LOOKING IN A N

Itie OF EVENT ¢ TAIL ¢PARLI OF IT)

THE WHITE SMOKE

A TP

|1- 1-4-- -

.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITZLC STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

\ (D SHT.PATTI®ELN Ja EoAE BASE. OMID
UNCLASSE -
51 2L=21=150 SIFIED 16 December 193,

SUBJECT: UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
Over Alabama, (eorgia and }ississipni,
and uqrt.;:u arly Sylacauga, Alabama,

%0 November l);\_;,
SI‘EGI;LL :EI--'UH}:

TO: gomnander
Alr Tecanical Intelligencs Center
Viright=rattersan Air Forca Rase
Chio

A & I'.I'I . A T::."i-.'l"E":

l. Transmitited herewith for your information is ons (1) copy
of Repert of Investigation of Special Agent DQIALD T. SCAFF, District

:“i‘ ice No., 8, file 24~i2l,, dated & Dacember 135, conceming subject

AR = o
. T 1S
uuer-

on is invited to the provisions of AFR 12|

i J
e fade ..I.’

2s Your attenti
ralaszss of 1nv=:5+..:.ga...1ve information 0 unaunthore .

waich prohidit the
ized perscnse
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DETAILS: UNCLASSIFIED

1., This investigation was requested bty Commander, Maxwell AFLE, Alabama,
predicated upon unconfirmed reports of aerial explosiocns, alleged aircrait
crashes and unidentified flying objects, one of vhich is alleged to have fallen

through the roof of house, injuring civilian female occupant, on 30 November 1954.

2. This is a joint investigation by Special Agent KENNETH L. ATCHLEY and
the writer.,

AT MAXWELL AFB, ALABAMA

3. At 1540 hours, 30 November 1954, AINDREW R, CURTIS, JR,, Captain, Adjutant,
3800th Air Base Wing, telerhonically advised Special Agent ATCHLEY that GILBERT P,
COHEN, 24 L Officer of the Day, had at 1530 hours, received a telephone call
from %b&a}"ﬂr, Sylacauga, Alabama, to the effect that a large
object of” either rock or metallic substance had fallen through the roof of a house
in Sylacauga a few hours previously, and said object had struck and injured a
woman occupant of the house, HUWARD stated further that an explosion of some type
had occurred in the air over Sylacauga at approximately the same time as the object
had struck the house., HCJARD further advised that aircraft had been seen in the
area just prior to the explosion. HOWARD stated according to his information, the -
object had been hot when it was found on the floor of the house. CURTIS further
informed Special Agent ATCELEY that a 48th Air Hescue Squadron helicopter had
been dispatched to Sylacauga to obtain the object and return it to haxwell AFD,
and Colonel JAMES G. IRATT, Commander, 3800th Air Base Wing, had requested that
Special Agent ATCHLEY meet the helicopter upon its return from Sylacauga and
examine the object in an attempt to identify its origin.

L., At 1600 hours, 30 November 1954, WILLIAM K., AUSTIN, WOJG, Adjutant,
3860th Air Base Group, Gunter AFB, Alabama, telephonically notified the writer
that at aprroximately 1315 hours he had received a telerhone call from lMrs.
GECRGE L. MC KEE, 4061 Wares Ferry Road, Montgomery, Alabama, to the effect that
at aprroximately 1245 hours, she had seen a large explosion in the air followed
by a large puff of black smoke, I'as, MC KEE stated that the explosion appeared
to be in a northern directicn from Montgomery, and she saw only a large explosion
of flame followed by the black smoke, but did not hear the explosion, AUSTIN
stated that ias. MC KEE could furnish no further pertinent information.

5., At 1610 hours, 30 liovember 1954, GEORGE R, EUMNFORD, 1lst Lt., Flight
Service Center, was telephonically contacted regarding zny reported aircraft
crashes, BUMFORD advised they had received numerous rerorts cf alleged aireraft
creshes and/or explosions during the afterncon from numerous places in Alaboma,
Mississippi and Georgia, including a report of an explosion in the arca of
Sylacauga, Alcbeama. BUMFORD advised that 211 received reports had been or were
being checked, all with negative results, BUMFORD further verified that the 48th

UNCLASSIFIED
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;| METEQR INCIDENT
ATIC Case file and evaluation

SUNMARY ¢

=rarm

Cn 30 Novemver 1954 at approximately 1350 hrs, 25T, an ovJject crashed

through the roof of the residence of iMrs. “ Sylacauga, Alebanma,

ffir._vas sligntly injured during the incident.

The object was initially ovserved by many versons iIn the three state area
of Alabama, Ceorgia and Mississippi. The object exploded at an estimated

altitude of 45,000 to 50,000 ft; the largest and only fragmeant recovered was

that piece which penetrated Mr‘ residence.

The initial UFQ teletype reports are designated as Attachment #1, of

this case file,

AF FIELD RECOVERY AND REPCRT:

Upon Immediate notification of the incident to the Executive Officer at

Maxwell AFB, Alabama, an air rescue helicopter (SA-16) piloted by Capt Rodgers

was dispatched to M- SUSHIIMMIEIN™ co5t. Rodzers acquired the object and

promised Mrs, - to return it after the AF had examined it. I%trs.'

agreed to the arrangement.
Capt Radge;s returned the object to Maxwell A¥B, where Dr. Frederick K.
Morris o the Directory of Research Studies Institute tentatively identified
the object was either a stone meteorite or an earthly perioditite.
On L December 1954, members of the 4602nd Air Tntelligence Service Flt
2-C errived at Maxwell and interviewed Col. X.L. Atchley, District Commander, Sth

Dist., OSI, Maxwell. Af'ter coordination with the Base Commander of Maxwell

S
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| "~ UNITED STATES AIR FORCE | Fike Mo, ~ [pate i
THE INSFECTOR GENERAL 2/ . 8 December 195 !
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTICATIONS Rerort lade By |

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION DONALD .

Title Report Made At . :
(Unclassified) : DO #8, Mawxwell AFB, Alatama |
| UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS Period ;
 Over Alabama, Georgia and Mississipri, 30 tovs: 1 De : s
' and particularly Sylacauga, Alabama, Office of Origin :
| 30 November 1954 DO #8. Maywell AFB, Alabama '
; Status i
e : i MR |

{ Character

SEECIAL INQUIRY

! Heference

r

I

Investigation requested by Commander, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, as a result ef
unconfirmed reports of aerial explosions,alleged aircraft crashes and unidenti-
fied flying objects. One unidentified flying object felil through roof of house
injuring occupant, Object obtained by Air Rescue aircraft, returned to station

' and examined by Geiger Counters with negative results. Flight Service Center

received numerous rerorts of aircraft crashes, aerial explosions and flying ob-
jeets in area where UFOB found, Air Defense Command informed of situation
under provisions of AFR 200-2 and directed AISS Team to question persons with
knowledge of reports of exrlosions and to obtain UFCE for transmission to
Wright-Fatterson AFB, Ohio, for purpose of determining its origin., Consider-
able publicity resulted in object having been obtained by USAF. Guided Missile
Expert advised UFCB not of similar substance used in his field of experiments,
Geologist with Research Studies Institute advises that without complete exami-
nations of object, he could identify it only as "either a stone meteorite or

an earthly peridotite". UI'CB released to AISS Team, husband of victim alleged
to have retained attorney to regain UFOB from USAF,

ATTENTION

Disclosure of the nature, sources, or even the existence of such investigative
information to persons mentioned in the report or to other perscns not normally
entitled to such information may be made only when exgressly authorized by the
Director of Special Investigations, Headquarters USAF, or higher authority.
Unauthorized disclosure of the information will be considered to be a violation

ﬂf ilFR 205"11
Listribution Action Copy Forwarded to | File Stamp

Cmdr, 3500th AB Vg, 2
(Info)(w/incls)

b o yEAR INTERVALS:

Dir. OSI (w/inels) 2 ﬂDﬂg%%R.ﬁPE?i:?ﬁ B 17 YEARA
. L Y 'DIR 3280.10
DO#14 (Info)(w/incls) 2 ROL, D o e
(Cmdr ADC, Info - 1, ﬂ 2 - S )
Tgfj_nc ]_5} ;zppI'DVEd !

T o—
8

DO#5 (Info) (w/incls) 2 =

(Cmdr W-F AFB, Attn: f"#’l TIAITT ASSHITIEU
’/""! / o mend L -
allC, Info - 1, ;/.\7/’(..{ AL
w/incls) o Bs Lo ATCHLEY

Colonel, US.F
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30 Hovember 1954, and indicated the following notations pertaining 1o rerorts
received concerning aircraft cras /or mid-air explosions:

, Homerville, Georgia, repcrted seein-
be ajproximately five (5) miles north of

a. 1238 hours: Mrs,
an ex}losion in the air, estima@€d
Homerville, Georgia,

b. 1248 hours: DMaxwell AFB Tower reported seeing a ball of smoke which
appeared to be falling; estimated position five (5) miles north of runway #36,
Search by B-25 reported negative,

c. 1301 hours: Assorted rerorts of crashes and explosions as follows:

(1) Inr* Marietta, Georgia, reported to Dobbins AFB,
Georgla, Fire Department that he saw explosion in the air,

estimated one-quarter mile south of Smyrna, Georgia, Object
resembled falling jet aircraft.

(2) Mir. m Atlanta, Georgia, rerorted seeing explosion

in the air resembling a falling jet.

(3) Birmingham, Alabama Airport Tower reported silver object falling
at bearing 135 degrees, forty miles southeast of Birmingham.
Small plane rilots reported smoke in same area at same tire,

d, 1310 hours: Aircraft crash reprorted from Fhenix City, Alabama,
Search negative,

€, 1315 hcurs: Unidentified civilian, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, reported
seelng orange flash in sky, then falling nbjects.

f. 1320 hours: Dobbins ArB, Georgia, Tower reported crash in vicinity
of l'ewnan, Georgia, socuthwest of Atlanta Genrﬁla.

g« 1325 hours: Airline rilot rerorted crash or exglosion belcw his
altitude of 8,000 feet,

h. 1330 hours: Mr s iron-, Mississippi, reported jet

aircraft on fire in air approximately 25 miles east of Creenwood, Mississippi.

BUMFORD advised that he could furnish no further pertinent information,

9. At 1845 hours, 30 dovember 1954, lr, et RERRRRN, o

gomery, Alabama, telephonically advised the writer that at 140C hours, this dz €,
he had observed a large explosion fnllﬂwcd by a mass of white flame and black

smoke, due north of Montgomery, Alzbama,
which he did not hear, he saw an object zig-zagging downward from the flame puff,

f.}

_ﬂdviﬂed that after the explosion,
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Air Rescue Squadron presently had a helicopter in Sylacauga to obtain the object
reported to have fallen in that area, and it was expected to return to haxwell AFL

at approximately 1715 hours,

6. At 1700 hours, 30 November 1954, the late edition of the Alszbama Journa:.
a local newspaper, was screened for publicity concerning the cited reports. The
following item was listed on the front page of said newspaper and is quoted

verbatim below:

"PILOT REPORTS BLAST 60,000 FEET ABOVE MONTGOMERY

"A pilot flying over Montgomery early this afternocn reported sighting
of an explosion of an unidentified object over Montgomery, about 60,000 feet

up.
"The cbject exploded about 1:30, The piloct was not identified.

Meanwhile, a resident of the Cloverland area reported she saw an object,
which she described as larger than a fireworks display, disintegrated before

it hit the ground,

"Police said they did not have any rerort of the alleged explosion and
the Highway Fatrol reported that a search was on in the Sylacauga area for
rerorted unidentified object which fell with a flash in an area north of

Montgomery and scutheast of Birmingham,

"Reports received here at 2 p.m. said what appeared to be an explosion
was heard high over Sylacauga, An unidentified object fell through the roof

of a home and injured a woman,"

7. At 1730 hours, 30 November 1954, R. B. ROBERIS, Captain, 257924, 48th
Air Hescue Squadron, pilot of helicopter referred to previously, returned from
Sylacauga, Alabama, and released to Special Agent ATCHLEY the object which
allegedly fell through the roof of a house in Sylacauga, The object was cstimated
to weigh approximately nine (9) pounds, and appeared to be of rock or metallic
substance, and was of black or charcoal color, HOBERTS advised that he had ob-
tained this object from Mayor EDWARD J, HOWARD and Chief of Folice /. D. ASHCRAFT
at Sylacauga, Alaobama, ROUBERTS stated ASHCRAFT informed him to the effect that
Mprs. HEJLETT HODGES, Oak Grove Community, three (3) miles east of Sylacauga, had
reported to him that between 1245 and 1300 hours, 30 November 1954, the cbject
fell through the roof of her house while she was lying on the couch, and struck
her on the body. ASHCRAFT stated to the best of his lnowledge, the object was
not hot when it struck Mrs, HODGES, nor was it hot when he obtained it from kips,

ECUDGES,

8. At 1800 hours, 30 Wovember 1954, lst Lt, CECRGE R. BUMFORD, Flight
Service Center, furnished the log book of 48th Air Rescue Squadron Operations for
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17. On 1 Lecember 1954, LANZ and TEUNILLE, accompanied by Special Agent
ATCHLEY and the writer, interviewed Professor FREDERICK K. MORRIS, Geologist,
Arctic-Desert-Tropic Informaticn Center, Research Studies Institute, concerning
the object. After considerable deliberation and examination cf the object, Lr.
MORRIS advised that due to present circumstances of urgency to forward object
to Wright-Fatterson AFB, which would permit him only a very limited examination
of the object, he could identify it only as "either a stone meteorite or an
earthly peridotite".

18. On 1 December 1954, JAMES G. PRATT, Colonel, Commander, Maxwell AFB, was
briefed on all available pertinent information concerning the object by Stecial
Agent ATCHLEY, M/Sgt. LANZ, M/Sgt. TENNILLE and the writer. At this time Colcnel
FRATT telephonically contacted the Cperations Officer, 4602nd AISS, Ent ArE,
Colorado, and requested that Headquarters to telephenically centact the lMayor of
Sylacauga, Alabama, in an effort to satisfactorily explain the necessity for USAF
examination of the object and thus avoid any publicity adverse to USiF concerning
the method by which it was obtained from the Mayor of Sylacauga, This step was
teken in view of increasing publicity resulting from numerous and frequent protests
made by Mr. HEWLETT HCDGES concerning the USAF obtaining and withholding the
object. It was determined from local newspapers that HULGES had this date obtainec
an attorney for the purpose of recovering the alleged meteorite from the USAF,

19. The following information from the lontgomery Advertiser, a newspaper of
Montgomery, Alabama, and from the Birmingham Post-Herald, a Birmingham, Alabama
newspaper, both of 1 December 1954, is quoted verbatim below:

"FRAGMENT OF METEORITE CRASEES SYLACAUGA HOME

WSYLACAUGA, Ala,, Nov., 30 (AF)~— A meteorite crashed through the roof of a
house here today and slightly injured lrs., Hewlett Hodges, 32.

r-

"George Swindle, field representative of the U,S5. Geological Surevy, tested
the nine-pound object and identified it as a sulphide meteorite,

"A mysterious explosion in the Sylacauga area, zbout 55 miles southeast of
Birmingham, set off a thrce-state search today in which 35 or 40 planes tock part.
But there were no planes reported missing.

"The explosion was seen 2s far scuth as Fhenix City, on the Alabama-Georgia
border.

"Dr, Walter B, Jones, Alabama state geologist, szid evidently a meteor expledea
ir. southeast Alasbama, and IMrs. Hodges was hurt by a particle of it,

"Swindle, who is conduvecting a water survey in Sylacauga, sald after he identi-
fied the meteorite, it was taken to Maxwell Air Force Ease at Montgomery, ‘where
the Air Forece is required to examinc such strange objzcts!,
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10, At 1915 hours, 30 November 1954, JUHN BABCOCK, Colonel, Chief, Special
Weapons Branch, Command and Staff College, cxamined the object with Geiger
Counters which revealed no indication of radio activity.

11, At 2120 hours, 30 November 1954, RODMAN REDARD, Captain, Duty Officer,
Directoratc, Special Investigations, YWashington, D, C., was telcphonically advisca
of the above related events which had transpired as of this time, in compliance
with AFR 200-2, by Special Agent ATCHLEY,

12, On 1 December 1954, three (3) views of the object were photographed by
the Maxwell AFB Alert Fhotograrher., These photographs are attached as Inclosure #1.

13. At 1025 hours, 1 December 1954, JOSEFE CYBULSKI, Major, Headquarters,
Air Defense Command, Ent AFS, Colorado, telephonically contacted Special Agent
ATCFLEY requesting information concerning the unidentified flying object which
landed at Sylacauga, Alabama, 30 November 1954, CYBULSKI was furnished all per-
tinent information available in compliance with AFR 200-2 dated 12 August 1954.
CYBULSKI advised that an Intelligence Team from Flight 20, 4602nd Air Intelligence
Service Squadron, 35th Air Division, Dobbins AFB, Marietta, Georgisa, consisting
of M/Sgts. LANZ and TENNILLE, had departed Dobbins AFE this date to conduct inter-
views at Lawson AFB, Georgia, and Fhenix City, Alabamz, then would report to
Maxwell AFB, Alabama, to Special Agent ATCHLEY for the purpose of obtaining in-
formation concerning the object and, if possible, to obtain the object itself.
CYBULSKI suggested that the 8th District USI could either release the object to
the AISS Team or could forward it to ATIC, l'right-Fatterson F5, Chio, CYBULSKI
advised that the above action was required in order to effect compliance with

epplicable provisions of AFR 200-2,

14, On 1 December 1954, l*n:r-._ Public Information Offiicer, 2and
Dr. EAST STUHLINGER, Guided Missile Expert, Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama,
examined the object and discussed the events with Special Agent ATCELEY, Dr,
STUELINGER advised Special Agent .TCHLEY the object was not part of any equipment
or materiel in use at their station,

15. On 1 December 1954, Sgecial Agent ATCHLEY telerhonically contacted Mr.
GILBERT R, LEVY, Chief, Counter Intelligence Investigations Division, Directorate,
Srecial Investigations, Washington, D, C., and briefcd him on all pertinent
information available at this time regarding the incident.

16, On 1 December 1954, GEBHARD LANZ, M/Sgt., AF 33131779, and CARL G.
TEJNILLE, M/Sgt., AF 6973086, Flight 2C, 4602nd Air Intclligence Service Squadron,
Dobbins .¥B, Georgia, contacted Srecial Agent ATCHLEY ond were briefed on all
pertinent information available, by Special iAgent ATCHLEY and the writer. LANZ
edvised that they had already obtained all information contzined in Log Eook of
Flight oervice Center, concerning the unidcntified flying objcet and desired to
obtain the object itself for return to Dobbins AFE and further transmission to
Wright-Fatterson AFB. The object was at this time rcleased to LinNZ and TENNILLE
by Siecial Agent ATCHLEY,
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"Plunges Through Roof of House——
"METEORITE HITS SYL.ACAUGA WIFE
3 States View Alr Explosions
"Woman is First Perscon in History Xnown to be Struck by Sky Object

‘i large meteor exploded high in the heavens above aAlabamz Fyestc rd”" cfternco:
and a piece of it fell through the roof of a Sylacauga house and bruised 2 3l-ycar

old housewife.

"Mrs oI, - pluip, cheerful woman, was lying aslecp on a sofn in
her living room when she became the first person in history known to have been
struck by a neteorite,

"The fragnment, torn loose from the neteor by one of three terrific explosions
of fire and smoke, smashed a thrce-foot wide holec in the roof of the Hodges' home,

"The meteorite, identified by experts 2s being of the sulphide variety,
landed on Rrs.' hip and "made 2 big bruised place'.

"1It alse hit ne on the hand and it swelled up', she said.

"Her hand still was swollen last night, and was turning bluc-black and grecn,

"She said the bruises of her hip were even more colored.

"The object which struck Mrs., was identified as a meteorite (2 netcor
which strikes the ground) by George Swindle, field representative of the U, S,

Geological Survey.

"The explosion which tore the meteor to bits happened at 12:45 p.m. and

caused wild excitement not only in Sylacsuga where everyone scened to have bern
viewing the heavens, but also in other parts of Ailabnma, Georgia and IMississippi,

"The explosion probably occured some 40 miles up, but was heard over 2 wide
distance and seen even further.

"A Birminghon man who saw the explosicn but did not hear it, said 2 mush-
roored-shaped cloud formed in the directicn of Sylacauga fron Blrmipgh and
lasted for about 15 minutes before dissepating.

"Observers in Sylacaugza could see the snoke but could not tell its shape since

it was directly overhead,
"The piece which hit Mrs. - was exanined by Swindle on the scene. He
harpened to be in Sylacauga conducting a2 water survey.
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"Swindle said Mayor Ed J, KHoward has assured Dr., Jones the meteorite will be
placed in the state museum at the University of Alabama when it is rcturned by th.
AMr Force,

"Sylacauga police rushed to the Hodges home when the object erashed through
the roof about 1 p. m.

"l*rs.‘aid she was lying on a couch in the living room of the frame
house when the meteorite smashed a threce-foot wide hole in the room and came
tumbling through the ceiling. g

"ITt hit our readio st one end of the couch and bounced off on me. It hit me
on the arm and hip'!, she said.

"Police summoned n doctor when they arrived and I'..I‘E.- vs treated for
bruises., OShe was rerorted in good condition tonight.

lde had a little excitement around here ted-~y', she told her husband when he
came home from work.

"IA meteorite fell through the roof.'

I?is a tree surgeon and knew nothing of the incident until he came home
from work tonight. He had been trimming trees for the telephone company.

"!] don't believe I want to talk to anybody else for a while', said lrs,
'I'm kind of tired'.

a'said his wife told him the house had been full of people all aftecrnoon.

"1She said there must have been several hundred', he added.

* said he had no insurance on the house, and hadn't estimated the damage.
He said the radio apparently was damaged extensively,

"Swindle said the meteorite was about six inches in diameter. He said the
inside was a metalic, grey gramular substance, which resrcndied to tests given for
sulphide., The outside coating was a black satin oppcaring substance.

"Dr. Jones said tonight he would welcome the netecrite, since the University
ruseun does not have such 2n objeect from Alabama,”
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"A wesman wso lived directly across the street fron: the

? oL.e, kMrs,
vas in her front yard planting shrubbory when the fragment fell,

+ % 3 -3

"1But I didn't hear anything'!, she said. 'I didn't even know znything k-
happensd until somebody czme ocut and told me abcut it'!.

"irs. G 212 she didn't hear anything either.

"She was asleep on 2 sofa in the living room, sleeping with her face townrd

the back of the sofa, her left hip up.,.

"When the metecrite hit her roof, it slantec across the room an¢ struck he
on the hip and injurecd her hancd and arm which were lying cn the hip.

"!'T woke up and thcught the house was falling down', irs. Qws:ic.

w was in the next room sewing, She came running in and
asked me if the house was falling down,

WIT said I didn't know. 1 thought it was the chimney. 1 got up ané stert
out of the house. Then my hip started hurting.

"II hadn't even seen the rock.'

"Then she an¢ her mother fcund the hole in the roof ~n® saw the ‘'rock! on
the floor. They called the police.

"!There wasn't any smell or anything to the reck,! sa2id irs. 4R

m

ea

"Folice Lt, W. T. Van Sandt, when he arrived, realizecd what rmust have happenec

and took the cbject to the p“llcc staticn where Jt was icdentified by the U, S,
geologists

"Wan Sandt said that the object was cold tc the touch vhen he arrived,

"} s .,:.nd her mother had nct disturbed the metecrite.

"But her clothing was nct scorched znd she was noct burned on the arm where
it hit her,

"1It's a good thing it didn't hit me in the head,' saic I‘f.rs.‘ it
might have killed ne,'

"l.rs QUM thought

'"'I
corner anc then bouncec anc h't her. The radic was danaged,

L oo

"1But now I don't
by o piece of the ceiling

L

believe it ¢id,' she said., 'The radic might have been ki
ng or roof.'

t £irst the object had fallen atop a radic 3et in the
i
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"After he viewed it, an Air Force cartain in a heliocopter landed in the
snall city 50 miles southeast of Birmingham and whisked the neteorite away ®o

Maxwell Field at Montgorery.
"Swindle said Sylacauga Mayor Ed J, Howard gave assurances that the cbject
will be placed in the State Museun of Hatural History at the University of

Alzbniia when it is returned by the Air Force.

"gut Mrs. NN husband, vho didn't know about the incident until he got
hore from work early last night, was furious about the loss of the ricteorite,

-
e said.,

"I] am going to demand that the Air PForce return the stone to me', h
'They had no business taking it awny in the first place.'

mdid not get to see the meteorite before it was flown away.

YR o crploye  of Bell Telerhone Co., said he thcught he could 'get
enough evidence that the thing fell in my house.!

"The neteorite which hit Iwa.‘weighed alnost 10 pounds,

"Police Chief W. D. Ashecraft and other cofficers whce handled it before it was

urne ver e Air rce, said it was a retao 1€ a an¢ scorched-—
turned o to the Air Force, 1 it was tallic object, black crched

locking.

"Swindle, the geologist, said the meteorite was six inches in dianeter. He
said the insicde was a netallic, gray granular substance wnich respondcd to tests
given for sulrhides.

"The outside coating was 2 black satin appearing substance,

"Besides striking Mrs.JJJ® the reteorite caused guite 2 stir in Sylacauga.

L |

"ilriest everyone in town saw the smoke which followed the exrlosion and 2
goodly nuiber saw the explosicn itself,

m a country store operator ané farrmer, was outside his hoze
when fie heard the exrlesions., -

"IFirst there was 2 loud boom', he said, !'Then in a2 few secconds there was

another one and then o third!.
J s-i. -ftcr the first and second explosions, he located the direction
of the noise and locked aloft and saw the thir?d. There wns a little fire and a

lot of black smoke.

"He was about two rmiles from the Hodges house,




"Police summoned a doctor who took irxrs, o his office and X-rayed her.

He did not find any broken bones and sent her home,

"Her husband did not know of any of this until he arrived home from work.

"!We had a little excitement around here today', she tol' in a wifely
fashion., 'A meteor fell through the roof.!

”Tbeq home is one of the oldest houses in the Sylacauga area. It is
a rambling wooden house set among groves of cld trees,

"One witness to the explosion said that before it exploded, the meteor
appeared to be a plane on fire,

"It was a blaze of fire with a lot of smoke', said Miss NN 22, =
waitress at the DeSoto Grill near Sylacauga.

"She was standing ocutside waiting for a bus with two other women.

"1One of them said to look at the plane on fire', liiss . said, 'We looked
and there it was.'

-

"Just at that moment, she said, it blew ur in a blinding flash and a lot of
noise,

"It appeared to ccme ocut of the southeast,

"Several other persons in oSylacauga thought it was a burning plane also, and
a search with some 30 or 40 airplanes got under way shortly to loock for the crash,

"There were variances in the descriptions of the smoke from the exglosions,
"In Sylaeauga, it appeared black.,
"In Birmingham and in other places at a distance, it apreared white,

"There was immediate re-action to the metecorite story from over the nation,

"Experts agreed unanimously that I-;rs“aa
have been struck by a meteorite.

the first rerson known to

W

"D falmeteur astronomer and registrar at Birmingham-Southern
College, said he never had heard of it b,*sre

”Dxﬂ, head of the astronony derartment at Agnes Scott Colleg
at Atlanta, said that the 1n|ur}' of ;-.r_aﬁ was the first that he knew of th“t

could be attributed to a meteor.

Lk




|
{ﬁ': Joames . Prntt) it was mutually agreed that the L4602na shiould obhtain

the cbject in 2 rdance with the provisions of AFR 200-2 (UFCR Reportins).
fae ovject was returned to Flt 2-C headquarters locziled at Dobbins AFD, Geors:

ﬁ

where arrangements for mailing it were imtiated., A complete narrative renns-

is listed as attachment #2 of this file.

.{}-Tll: P" > .LIOW -

On 2 December 1954, Captain Hardin, Chief, ATIAE-5, received a telepncne
call from Col. Dennison (Exec, Off., of the 48ta Air Rescue Sqguadron, Maxwell .
Col. Dennison stated that he was 'under rressure" to return the cbject +o

Hrs.’ Capt. Hardin assured Col., Dennison that ATIC would not harm *ae

original appearance of the object in any way during the examination, Capt

Hardlin suggested Col Dennison contact Mrs, and reassure her the cb ecs

would be returned to her as sodn as possible.

As of 3 December 1954, the object had not been received at ~TIC. Capt
Hardin, ATIAE-5, placed 2 call to Flt 2-C of the L602nd to inquire 2s %o 1%3
status, Prior authorization for direct contact with a field unit had rteen
obtained from Hg L4602nd AISS, Ent AFB, Colcrado. Capt. Hardin was informed
by lst Lt Richard C. Vaughn, OCI, Flt 2-C, that he had encountered scme

ifficulty in transporting the object to ATIC, He stated that he would sensd
imrediately by First CLass mail and register it.

- VP

On 6 December 18954, the object, encased in a wooden box was rece
ATIC and signed for by T/Sgt Drepperd, ATIAE-5, The object was fmmediasle.
exanined visually by Dr. Robinson, ATIAE-4, wnhose evaluation is -°

attachment #3 of this file.
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"Mumerous astroncmers state in books on the subject that no cne e€ver has been
struck,

"But the fragment which fell from the sky over Alabama yesterday is only onc
of billions which strike the earth's atmosphere each day.

"dMost of them are tiny particles of sand-like matericl, remnants of lost
worlds that exploded eons ago and swarm around the sun like knats,

"Some are in regular orbits and when thc earth passes through these meteor
orbits, more are scen than normally.

"Only rarely does one last more than an instant of 2 second bcfore being
burned to a erisp by earth's atmosphecre.

"The burning of the metcors is caused by their tremendous speed as they come
into contact with the carth's atmosphere.

"eteors generally start burning at about 100 miles up and burn out before
they descend very far. If one is large cnough te burn until it reaches an altitude
of about 40 miles, it explodes in 2 manner similar to one which blew up over

Sylacauga.

"The pieces then drift docwn over wide 2reas, hitting the ground at cnly
moterate speeds because the 2ir resistance slows them down,

"The fact that the Sylacauga meteor exrlcded at = tremendous height is sub-
stantiated by the fact that the explosion was seen from three states,

"It wos seen at Fhenix City and a wild rerort started there that the metcor
was a flying saucer and that a woman saw a man get cut of it,

"Guardsmen went cut in planes, jeeps, ambulances and heliocopter trying to
find the object.

"But Guardsmen were unable to find anything, even though they scoured the
aArefl

"The bright flash across the sky was rerorted simultaneously =t Atlanta,
Newnan and Coluzbus, Ga,, several parts of Alab-ma2, and 2s far west as Greenville,
Miss,

"In Atlanta, the Air Force and State Fatrol reccived several reports of a
probable plane crash near tiewnan, 40 miles southwest of Atlanta. Two patrol cors
searched the area for two hours before calling cff tihe search,

12
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"Radio Station WOOH in Newnan reported numerous calls from persons who said
they saw a mysteriocus, flaming object in the sky.

"A Civil Aeronautics Admn., employe in Montgomery saw the falling metecor,
He described it as 'a bright light like a falling star with a trail of smoke
behind it' which fell across the horizon from a great height.

"A Maxwell Air Force pilot who was flying at high altitude also sighted it
and gave a similar description,

"National Guard Sgt. Joe Clark of Elba was with the Guard in Phenix City.
He said it appeared smaller tnan a plane,

"In Sylacauga, the descriptiocns of the explosions were a3 varied as the
persons who heard it.

"To some, it was just loud 'boom, boom, bcoms',

"Others heard s:iall crackling noises and porping sounds between the big
exrlosions,

"A Sylacauga city councilman, B, J, Fhillips said it sounded like thunder to
him, He was at home restiug after lunch when the explosion occurred,

"Being the first person tc be hit by a falling metcorite was of almost no
moment to lMrs@ When asked how she felt about the dubious honor, she said:
TI feel bmiEE‘d. I

"And what kind of a day was it?
"It was a day when the stars fell on Alabama at last."

20. On 6 December 1954, cory of report of incident as written by LANZ and
TENNILLE was received from Flight 20, 4602nd AISS, Dobbins AFB, Georgia, and is
quoted verbatim: (Details only)

"FLIGHT 2-C, 46020 AISS
35TH AIR DIV (D), DOBBINS AFB, UFOB .
MARIETTA, GEORGIA
NARRATIVE OF EVELTS RELATING TO UFOB SEE.' AT SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA(GECREF: GJDD 4510)

1. Received telerhone call from KHq 46028 .I55, Colorado Springs, Colorado at

1/0100Z, Major Cybulski informed Sgt Lanz to prcceed to the foll places and contact

the foll persons and/or agencies relative to investigation of report:

Atlanta Municipal Airport, Air Route Traffic Control Center (GEOREF:
CJFL 3646).
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b. Lawson Air Force Base, Fort Benning, Georgia (GEOREF: GJFC C520).

¢. Fhenix City, Alabama, ki, G -

GJEC 5928).

d, Maxwell Air Farce Base, Flight Service, 48 ARS, Major Kelso (GLOR:F:
GJDC 3928).

e. Sylacauga, Alabama, krsWGEDEﬁF: GJDD 4510),

2. At 1/0120Z another call was received from Hq 4602d; Major De Bruler and
Major Cybulski infermed Sgt Lanz that a TT msg rept had been received at 35th Air
Div (Def), DAFB, Marietta, Georgia (GECREF: GJFD 2954) relative to UFCB re: TT msg
M 30/2243Z from Comdr Flight Service, Maxwell AFB, Alabama,

3. A check was made with 35th Division D/I and a cojy of zbove cited msg was
picked ur prior to departure for investipation Ly l4/5gt's Lanz and Tennille at
1/02102, Team utilized mil vehicle,

4. At 1/0330Z team arrived at Atlanta Municipal Airport, Air Route Traffic
Control Center, and the following information was obtained from H. W, Duke, Senior
Controller ARTCC, Atlanta, Georgia (Note: Extracted verbatim from ARTCC log):

a. At 30/18542 ron*gomery(MGl) and Maxwell(FXF) Tower reported explosion
at high altitude and ball of fire trailing smoke falling north of
Montgomery, Alabama (MGM).

b, At 30/1855Z Atlanta, Georgia(ATL) Tower reported bright flash west of
airport, Dobbins AFB(MGE) Tower reported this to ATL also, AF 2275 B-
47 witnessed the same thing and advised object above 34,000 feet, ir,
Campbell at (TCL) Tuscaloosa, Alabama reported to TCL the same thing.

c. At 30/19007 Maxwell(MAF) Flight Service advised they were sending cut
a SA-16 from Rescue Squadron to investigate.

d. &t 30/1905 Dobbins AFB has no B-47's out. All IFR in (MGM) area
accounted for,

e. At 30/1909Z Tuscaloosa, Alabzma (TCL) advised Mr. Fulman of TCL
University observed bright orange flame and pieces falling east of
Tuscaloosa, Alabama., Birminghem, Alabsma (BHM) advised it appeared to
be bearing 135 degrees from (BHM). Montoomery (1GM) advised due nerth
of Montgomery. AF 2275 (B-47) advised altitude locoked to be 60,000
feet. Flight Service advised 3C/1210Z.

f. At 30/1928Z Alabama State Fatrol sending unit to Smith'!s station
(6 miles NE of fhenix City on U,S, 280) to investigate falling object

rerorted hitting ground.
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8, At 1/1900Z Intell Team arrived Uperations Office, Maxwell AFB, Alabama,

The names and locations of the following personnel were obtained:

Col K, L, Atchley
District Commander
8th District 021 (16)
Maxwell AFE

Capt Marsten

Operaticns Officer

L8th Air Rescue Squadron
Maxwell AFB

T/Sgt Jack L, Fotter
Control Tower Operator
48th Air Kescue Squadron
Maxwell AXD

T/Sgt Potter met Sgt Lanz at operations for completion of ATIC Form
# 164(Ref inel # 2).

Sgt Tennille centacted Cept Marsten, 48th Air Rescue Squadron, and
was informed that five helicopters were dispatched to different
locations given at time of flash and/or explosion. One of the
helicopters piloted by Capt Hogers landed at Sylacauga, Alabema, He
acquired the object and returned with same to laxwell AF3, (Itinerary
of flights being forwarded to Filt 2-C viz air mail). 48th JAir Rescue
Squadron transferred object to Col Atchley of OS5I,

Sgt Tennille phoned Col Atchley from 48th ARS and was informed th-t
Hg 46C2d AISS had contacted Col itchley rcgarding object. It was
decided that F1lt 2-C, 46024 AISS would assume custody of objecte.
Sgt's Lanz and Tennille proceeded to the Listrict OSI Office and were
met there by Col atchley who informed thcm that according to AFR
200-2 dtd 12 Aug 54, he would relianquish the object to Flt 2-C's

investigating team,

Because of unfavor-ble publicity incurred by the acquisition of the
object, Col Atcnley suggested that the matter should be coordinated
with the Base Comdr, Col James E. Fratt, 3800 Air Base Group, Maxwell
AFB, Aloboma, Col Atchley and Sgt's Lanz 2and Tennille proceeded to
Col Fratt's office whcre he wes tricfed on the situation; He
sugcested a call to Comdr 46024 /LI5GS, cutlining action for pacifying
the local people inveolved in Sylacaugna, Al na - specifically the
Mayor, Ed J. Howard; and lrs ne individual struck by

16
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g. At 30/2030Z Birmingham, Alabama(BEHM) Tower advised Weather Bureau had
received a report that a meteorite had fallen at Sylacauga, Alabznma,

h. Maxwell Flight Service(MXFFS) advised 30/2032Z.

i, At 30/2108Z Alabama State Fatrol advised Birmingham(BHM) Tower a
woman was injured {(broken hip) by a falling object near Sylacauga,
Alabama, Yoman in hospital at Sylacauga, Alabana.

jo At 30/2115Z Eastern Airline Aircraft Trip # 181 advised Birminghan
(BHM) Tower of the following: sighted a helicopter in a field 140
degrees bearing from Birmingham, Alabama and 21C degrees bearing f{rom
Anniston, Alabama(ANB), Appeared to be a fire in the field and
helicopter appeared to be investigating.

5. Team departed Atlanta Municipal Airport at 1/0430Z for Lawson Air Force
Base, Fort Benning, Georgia and arrived 1/0900Z.

6. At 1/13C07 sl vi 1i:n), Chief Dispatcher at Lawson AFL and

SFC Harold S. Marray of the Dispatchers Office LAYL were interviewed. They related
the following information:

a. At 30/1850Z telephone call was received from MestliNENENNlN, henix
City, Alabama, reporting the sighting of a falling object, Since Jones

inferred that this was obviously an aireralt crash, emergency
procedures were instituted by Lawson Operations Ufficer, Refer to

incl # 1, UFOB rept (Completed ATIC form 164).

b. At 30/1915Z two helicopters were dispatched to alleged crash site
with Capt Charles D, Lang in charge. Simultaneously, a ground rescue
party departed to search the area, Beth parties were recalled at
30/2130Z, Results of search were negative.

c. At 30/1945Z telerhone call was received fromm.th

Station, Alnbama reporting falling object.

d. At 30/1950Z Cart D, #. Read, 464 Try Carr Vg, Fope AFB, Fort Bragg,
North Carolina phoned Dispatcher (Varren) that a moving object was
observed from downtoewn Columbus, Georgia (GEOHEF: GJFC 0329), bearing
270 to 280 degrees. The object with a long brillijant trail of fire
exploded at arrroximately 40 degrees azimuth from surface.

7. An unsuccessful attempt was made to locate Capt Read, An ATIC form 164
USAF Technical Information Sheet) was left with br. Jarren for completion and
forwarding to Flight 2-C, 46024 AISS, DAFB, Marictta, Georgia by Capt Read. Team
derarted for Maxwell AFB, Alabama at 1/1500Z,

15
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the object. Since AFR 200-2 cutlines the cdisposition of UFOUB matter
found, Col Fratt suggested we pick up object and preceed to Dobbins
~FB, Marietta, Georgia,

f. Col Atchley suggested that the objcct be examined by Dr. Fr:oderick
K. Morris of the Directory of Research Studics Institute, Arctie,
Desert and Tropic Information Center at lMaxwell /AFB., Dr. lorris
stated that he was equipped for complete analysis of object, if so
requested. He bclieved that its compositicn was 'either o stone
meteorite or an earthly peridotite.'! Furthermore, he suggestecd that
the Smithsonian Institute at Viashington, D. C.AGEQRLF: GJiJ 5856)
would be intcrested in its study.

9., At 1/2330Z2 team derarted lAFB and arrived at Flight Hcadgquartcrs at 2/050CZ

10, Investigators' Comments:

Because of events rclated in par 8¢, it was decided by the team not tx
visit }rs. Qg irmediately but to return to D.Fh, karietta, Georgia for quick

transfer of object to .TIC, If, however, it is deened necessary, Mrs, “
can be interviewed by Flight 2-C,

Regarding object and source of origin, the following opinions were
rcached. From opinions given by sources considored reliable, it is believed that 2n
object of similar size. welght 2nd shepe, travclling at the high spced normally
attributed to a meteorite, would have smashed through the floor ancd buriecd itself

ﬁ&i into the earth. Instead, it merely pcnetrated thc roof and cciling, hit lors.
T 3

and dropped on floor according to lrs. J P story to newspapers (Ref incl
i

« Object was forwarded to ATIC, Wright-Fattcrson iFB, Ohio for further anclysis.

RICHARD C VAUGHN
lst Lt.,  USAF
Officer in Charge"®

21, This report is classified COWrIDENTI.L in cccordance with paragraph 7,

INCLOSURES:

800TH AIR B.SE wING, MAX/ELL .FB. ALLBIMA

DIRECTOR, SPECIAL INVESTICATIUNS, HeS, US.F, VASEINGTOX D. C.

COMMADER, AIR DEFENSE CCMMadD, BENT 8B, CC_ORADO
y 7 I : i,
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COMMANDER, WRIGHT-FATTERSON AFB. OHIO, ATTN: ATIC UNCLASSIFIED
DISTRICT OFFICE 1O, 5, WRICHT-FATTERSON AFB, OHIO

Photographs, three (3) views of UFOB,
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On 6 December 1954, Capt, Hardin placed to Col Blocmer, AFOIN-X, and
infoymqd kim that the object was being examined at ATIC., Col, Bloouer stated
e hﬁﬂ recelived a Congressional inquiry on the matter as well as requests for
press releases. Col. Blocmer also stated that the Smithsonian Institute (‘4*-:511
DC) would like to examine the object. He recommended that Capt Hardin contact
Mr. Henderson of the Institute relative to the matter, On the same date,

Capt. Hardin received a telegram from the ‘irs- owner of the meteorite.
This message is entered into this file as attachment #4,

On 7 December 1954, T/Sgt Drepperd placed a call to Mr., Henderson of the
omithsonlan, Mr. Henderson agreed thnere is no question of who is the rightful
owner, howvever, any tyve of meteorite is considered of national sclentific
value, and the National Museum (Smithsonian) should have an copportunity
to examine it. Mr. Henderson furthe stated that, if possible, they would in-
form btr”nf the true monetary value of the meteorite. T/Sgt. Drepperd
recommended that Mr. Henderson contact Col. Bloomer to make arrangements for

cquision of the meteorite from the ALF.

Shortly after the sbove mentioned phone conversation, Col Bioomer called
Capt Hardin and informed him that a suitable agreement had teen 2ccomplished
between the Smithsonian and Mrs.qg® oneressional Representative., Plans
called for the AF to release the meteorite to the C:ngreésman,'whn in turn would
loan it to the Smithsonian for study. Col Bloomer then mjuested the meteorite
to be forwarded to AFOIN-X. Col Bloomer 2lso requested a short report of ATIC's
analysis for press release., information.

The meteorite was crated in the same wooden box it was received in aad

air mailed at 1200 hrs to Col Bloomer. (Col Bloomer acknowledged receipt

via telephone at 100 hrs, 8 Dec 54).




ATIC PRELIMINARY EVALUATICN 2 Deécember 1954

The UFQ wnich struck the house in Sylacauga, Alabama on 30 Nov 54

vas definitely a meteorite, very probably a member of the Andromid
| Shower always observed with varying degrees of prominence from lov. 24
to Dec. 7. Creat displays of them were observed in 1872 and 1855 when
many people thought "the world was coming to en end." The Andromid
shower of meteors follow the orbit of Biela's comet which had & period
of 6.6 yesrs., The comet broke into two parts in 1846 and disappeared
after 1352, The great showers of 1872 and 1885 occurred when the comet
should have reappeared. The meteors ordinarily &%low and leave long
tralls but their speeds depend upon what pert of the day, or night
they are seen; and 1t is possible to see members of the shower 2lmost
any time of the night. Only the larger ones, however, could register
their occurence by an explosion during the daylight howrs. Some are
seen every year because the debris of the comet has been strewn along
the whole path of the comet and the earti in its motion around the sun
crosses the path of the comet on Nov 27 each year,

Dr. L.V. Robinson
1 December 1954

ArracHENT TS
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The Alapama meteorite l1s made up of dense stony matter with many grains of nickel-
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iron alloys (aesrollte type meteorite). The outer portion of the meteorite 1is

blackaned showlng evidence of heat erosion from friction with the earth!s atmo-
spnere, Tne original meteorite was much larger than the part recovered since 1t was
seen tc explode from Alabama, Georgla and Mississippi. Some other fragments dis-

{ cributed over a very large area remain to be recovered, and ruch of it must have

f
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llen as ashes., The speed of the meteorite when it entered the earth's atmo-

e

ere S probably in excess of 15 miles per second. Evidence indlcates that the
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Alabama meteorite was a member of the Andromid shower, occuring between 24

ovember and 7 December, These generally come from the north 3as in thls case, If
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8 December 135%

Cnn 7 December 195%, ATIAZR-5 was vislted by Dr. Taylor 2nd Mr. Castillo
from the C & N Iaboratory, WADC, They "visnally examinsd ¢the metsorile
and agreed wlih Tr. Fobinson's original evaluation., Mr. Castlillo siaied

Le has been monitoring effects of lonaspheric propagation on HY radlo

siznals through an oscilloscope for the past two yesars. Ae has been

espécially interested in the refturns he has been receiving from releorite
trails. He continued that during the month of Yovembar, 1254, there had
been a mark increase in the meteorite activity. Thke attached photograph
is one that he obtzined om the hight of 21 Oct 1654 which vivldly depicts
a falr size return of a2 meteorite trail., Mr, Castlllo onerates statlon
WAV in Sprinzfleld, Chio. He concluded that during the week o7 the

Alavama incident, he recelved unusual anounts of meteorite returns on hils

Ona set of the meteorite nholograrhs vere #iven to Dr. Taylor

vpon his request,
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8 Decenmber 135%

Cn 7 December 195%, ATIAZ-5 was visited by Dr. Taylor =2nd Mr. Castillo
from the C & N Laboratory, WADC, They -visually examinad the nmetlzorite
anl agreed with Ir. Tobinson's originzl evaluation. Mr. Castillo stated

Le has been monitoring effects of lonespheric propazation ori HJF radio

signals through an oscilloscope for the past two years. He has been

especially interested in the returns he has bBeen receiving from meleorite
trails. Fe continued that during the month of Novenmber, 1954, there had
been a mark increase in the nmeteorite activity. The attached nhotozraoh
19 one that he obtz=ined on the hizht of 21 Oct 195% which vividly depicts
a falr size reiurn of a meteorite trail. Mr. Castillo onerates station

WiV in Springfleld, Chio. He concluded that during the week of the

Alabama incident, he recelved unusual amounts of meterrite returns on his

graph.

One set of the meteorite pnotograchs were ziven to Dr. Taylor

uron his request,




[ X
| . T Y

STy

5 .|. "__"'_.l.
AL 1 Sk
e -“.. "

#

#ﬂ g
4]

A
¥
L

,'J. . i ] R .. ; e 1 e 1 =
"‘H' P B 2 ’ s - . 4 il
ﬁ B - .._._ ] ‘ L~ -.. . ! 7 e ' - : 7 | -. -r"
s, Wi iy = ” - ¥ -_..' ’ J L ,-.'..": | e T, "1_'_'.
¥ " H P et ST R o 0 T

e

‘I:'r:l.
4t
-';}1

-
¥
by
Pt T
I il £ AL i
L.
)

L
U
.
- .‘%‘r ]

i,
i T

P, e
b T i
Y e b

i

¥
(™
,.'EH-'

h’l-

w

=

L =
e
[ -
]

T %
A

Sy E
¥ i

M

¥
- i

J*'il.
ey

o R _.F.- .- A T a
Fagl mend Bl N
T 0 A S,

.. i\?‘.l ;;.t;{ :: TII:;?’!’* _.§¢|'|. 3 .

oo
F

]
B
d

¥
| :
ST ,

e ra
PR
..l-:.'.-‘ ¢ - ’
'F': Ay

 paTECTEE A AR

ﬂl‘ ] - "".r # - —— — _—— i a
- S YT [OA P o Y A T iRl - ~ -
L’ 4 ~ = Rl L e T -~ “ 27
i [ ] " - — — - M——— — T o _.."-I-' - —— - - - L = F -
V&G Fan e PGS S T IR EF TLUL Tttt ZRIrsa 2 SNGC I



L
e
‘.11.]
a
ey, 8
-4
o

30/12.0/GR3

e ru bl - Wl

30/12.5/GRB
30/1243/GRE

30/1300/CRB

30/13210/GR3

39/1215/GRB
13 1,;*:.0/
30/1325/57B

20/1330/0RB

30/13570/GR3

UL '*E',f;-i reporis an explogien 5 miles north o mersville Ga,
torards perarson Ga, Zxplosion in tha 2ir reported Yy & elvilian
DEN w
F/o reports rorp check ot Joody AF3 shors no overdua sircraft,
A prove ¢all to It, Baator Asstt Ops Officer at ! ~ody AP,
revealed no further i1fo,
perstor reports c4all of Tire =nd smoke goins down 5 miies
unwey 36, <Scrarble tvo LA-161's and one H-19,
sortment of reports of crashess ccring through at this
service repoerts a sesrci of the araa north of Homerville
2 revesled nothing. Flizrt Sarvice renorts thet o
from lariette, Ga., notified fire stntiocn who in turn
Doboins AF2 thot he sighted an exnlosion 2 mile gouth
3 Obj2ect resembled a falling jeb. ir. Sheppard of
Atlanta reports sure 2xplosion., Birminzheor tovwer raporied thru
.aanll Flight Service a silver object fallinz /0 miles SZE of
Birminghsm on & bearinz of 135°, Swoll plene rilot reported
smoke in that general area.
Flight Serv10ﬂ renorts a confirmed crssh betveen Fhe:
Ala., and Smith Station Ala. reported by i'r
s Phenix City, Police enroute to erash, 4139 ~pbulanece
and ground party also enroute. Crash believed to be 2 jat,
Civilians at Tuscaloose, Ala, reported a Lright orange flash
with pieces falling,
Dodnins tower reports o crash in the ﬂFTﬁ“ﬂ; Ga,. araez., ieinity
southwest ol Ltlanta at ilzsdres Int., on sirway grecn 4,
alrline pilots flyinz in above vicini%r recorted = cr=sh or =n
explosion below their =ltitude 2000 f3.
AU the moment we have rerorts of four crashes in z penersl -re
rurning from southeast to northwest over an ~rea of apnroximately
250) riles. Flizht Service reported a civilizn llr, reportad
e jev afire over Winonsz, liiss. about 25 rilss east of (reenwood, ifis
iThea A 1 "o SV - - e '} A= - ] e2 -
o (2) airersft fro- Cresnville AFR, .iss. proceeding to the scens,

besis, using each incident
AT Present Ttime we have i
ES "r'._:-.i} qr l r ah" _FL'I ]

oriefed on =11 availsble recorts e

£ on s Wwreel
|h r,LP L""ﬂ- —r-heﬂl'
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-
l---‘-q-, :-‘d--- L &5 s -+ 1 TI‘ T ";--\. "
sandinz with no erasies
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Y D . rORM 9 6 REPLACES #ME FORM 3, 1 0CT 48, wHICH MAY BE USED.

FILE NO. SUBJECT
AIS2C Letter of Tranamittal
0 FROM o DATE COMMENT NO. 1
Commander, ATIC Flight 2-C, 402D AISS 8 Dec 5L

right-Patterson A¥B, Ohio Dobbins A¥B, Marietta, Ga,

l, Transmitted herewith is true extract copy of Mission 109, dated 30'
November 1951} taken from the L8th Air Rescue Squadrnn Controller's Log, -

* 2. Roferanca F2C-UFOB~1 (Narrative of Eventn Relating to UFOB Sighting
at Sylacanp, Alabama),

;W | ’

e 7 9, BICM C- VA.UG
’* £B, ROy : _' °t 1st Lt.. USAF
~ - RN Officer in Charge

1054 R0 1~3 Y U. 5. GOVINAGCAT PRIsiing OFFICL

FE3 30



A TWX, reference attachment #5 was prepared and forwarded to AFOIN-X on

T Decamoer 195’4’-
i

CONLLUSIONS:

Final ewvaluation, conducted by Dr. Robinson, is contained herein as
ttachnment #6. The re teroite was photograpned by ATIRT-1 on 6 December 1954,
The three photographs are included in this file as Attachment #7. The
following organizations and individuals received copies of the photo's as
indicated:
1 set contains three photographs,
Hg USAF - AFQOIN-X 2 sets
ATIAE-5 1 set
Dr. Taylor C&N Lab, WADC 1 set
Dr. Hynek 2 sets
Dr. Robinson - 2 sets
L602nd AISS 2 sets

See other side of this file for additional information pertaining to this

case.
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30/12.0/CRB  F/S reporis r-mp check st iloody AFR shors no overdus sirerafs,
L]
- >y g Jrm : nw s - - SRR LT i NP =0 . =
30/12.5/GRE A phone call %o It, Buirtier 4ast't dns Officer st boody AFE,
- ..-.n. 1- - - 4 q-";-

revealsd 1o fur .‘ * info,
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north ol runway 36, Scrarble two Cia=15's end one H-19,

of reports of er-shes coring t&raugh at this

a seercy of the area anortha of Homerville
r, *lizht Service renoris :hz 2
wurn

t el '_; “'i;,f: south

falling jet., ifirs Sheppesrd oi

B inrher tower renortad thru

e a L1'er cbject fallinzg L0 miles S5 of
nf 1353; Smell plene nilon r r

20/13203/5RB
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30/1310/3283 Flight Service rerorts a confirmed crash betveen Fhenix City

L Ala, and 3mith Ststion Ala, reported Ly !
| ¥ Srenix City, Police =nroute Lo crssh. 4189 =pbulanee
and ground party =21so enrouta. Crash believed to be a jat

S T .

WU

30/1315/G7 ivilians at Tuscaloose, Ala., raported a bright orange flash
with pisces fallinz,

29/1320/GEB Dob%ins tower reports - crash in the Hewnen, Ga. arees, Ticinity
southwest ol Ltlanta at lledres Int, on zirway green 4.

R

30/1225/5°3 Adrline pilots flyinz in above viciniiy reported » cresh or an

xplncion below their =21titude 3000 L,

20/1330/CR3 At the rnoment we have reports of four creshes in g zener
T"\.“

rurnine from southa2ast to northvrest over
arvice reported s cliv

25% priles, Flisht Se
jet afirs over Winone, liiss. z2bout 25 r
Tw: (2) aircreft from Cresnville AFB, i‘iss

2i]lnple rerorts “a

=

30/1259/GR8 I, of Alse. CA” briefed on 21l =
have =t this Time, Rejuested to instigate 2 cearch on = wheel
basis, using sach Lncident recorted es the nub of the wheel,
At praessal tice we hzve five irncidentis ponding with no cresshes
as y=2% confirmed,

W
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DISPOSITION FORM

|
FILE NO. g SUBJECT e "
AIS2C Jetter nf “‘rannmittal
10 ] FROM DATE COMMENT NO. 1
Commander, ATIC Flight 2-C, L602D AISS 8 Dec 54

¥right-Patterson A¥FB, Ohioc Dobbina A¥B, Marietta, Ga.

| le Tran:mittod. herewith is true axtract copy of Mission 109, dated 30
Harem‘ber 19511- tak:an from the 48th Air Rescue Squadron Controller's Log,

T

2a Refarunce FBC-U?OB-.l (Harrati?e of Events Relating to Ur0OB Sighting
at Sylacaug.. Alabama), .

* A ASo 'I.I_

i : S i' ML _ r ; _ . |
1 s . -..- i .- f":"-.-._'“; i - pr =g ] t '.'I. M i s

LERYRLISL 7l SAbsln aa T RICEARD Co' VAUG <L

P TR SR SR Lg% Db it USAR i pih e
Sk A gk g | " Officer in Charge | | vy
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16—54R01-3 ':Ir U. §. GOvVEAnmMYnT PRINTIwG OFFICL

i ) D 1 FE;”;'.G 9 6 REPLACES NME FORM 3, | OCT 48, WHICH MAY BE USED.
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,8th Alr Rescues Squudron's Controllers log Continued.

30/1545/GRB
31/1.61C/GRB
323/1625/:7R
30/1635/CEB
30/1445/GR3

20/1647/CRB

20/17075/GRB

30/1732/0:RB
20/1724/GRB
30/1725/GRB

20/1315/GRB

(Delayed Entry) H-19 3338 on the ground =t Sylec-uge, Stunding
by for furtner inforrmation, That 1= Pescus Control is stzndinz by.

Cavt. Lilller of Phenix City police crlled and renorted th-t
ground search revesled nothing. Requesied to dizcontinue search,

SA=-16 7207 on the deck 2t this time.

C=47 5722 reports that 844 has the obJjeci, on board and is
eircorne from Sylacsuze beinz dscortad by SA=16 7153, 5732 returning
to the base,

O8I lir. Scass notified of sbove information and requested thet
we stand by on 2 security guard for unidentified object,

C-47 5732 on the deck at this tine,

Major MeCullouzh llississirpi CAP of’icielly de-slerted st
this time,.

Georgia CAP officielly de-zlerted thru iiajor Rognick =t this tina,
H=19 3343 on the deck a2t this time,

SA-16 7153 on the deck at this time. Mission officially closed
for lack of further information,

Alabama CAP, Lt. Col Ces=2dy officizally notifiad and de-alerted
Ht thiﬂ t{.ﬂe ™

TRUE EXTPACTED COFY:

P [ S —————
fI,' G;'EHLR“;E J‘I'.

Lajor, USAF

KoLoU

operastions Officer TS IS A TRUE COPY

w o

f/ﬁ”/%m Zug Lr A~

R1ICIHAR "IT.E.'}.'
lst lt.,



L3th Air Rescue Sguadron's Conlrcllers To: Continued.

32/1415/GRE

30/1420/G23

30/1422/GRB
30/1430/c2

20/1440/GRB

30/1445/GRB

30/1450/CRE

30/1500/CRB

30/1525/GFB

30/1530/GR3

30/1545/GRB

.

6 7153 perforring an axpendéing sguare gearch
inshan grenr also H=19 #5347 in thls ares,

trnnrin' squure senrch in the Atlents, Ceorzis srea. C-47
75722 teing dispstcacé to Creenwood, lliss. area tn perlorm
an expa! dinﬁ squsre se-rch from Yinona, iiss, ares.

repcerted thet he rasquected forest reanzers to slert thair enti
net in the southezst to be on the lookout fhr any new fires iun
mey en2ole vs to ascertain the cause cf these reporis,

Capt. Poderts pilol on H-1% 2348 called in from Pmlu”bizrr, Lla.
rl-

Capt. llarscen requesied Flight Service to notify ADC on above
incidents and re_ur* bsek any findings to us.

C=47 #5732 departingz for Creenwcod =zrea,

SA-16 #7172 reports sesrching srea 15 miles to 30 rilas szouth of
Sylacsuza, Ala. reporvwed nothing seen.

Flignht Service that the Birmirngham we-~ther bureau reported =
meteor siruck near 3yleccuga, Ala. A woman Wss injursed znd tsxen
to the hospital women's nane - ?:11*3_1""1&5 ot North C2k
Crove sboubt 3 miles east of Sylacauga.

Capt., Kinsaul Alabama CAP recorts thst stete police notified
him that a meteor struck a house ne-r Columbiana, Ala. CiP

checking back with state police to get woman's name wno was

supposedly injured =1sc her addraus.

Lawson AFB operestions called by phone to renori thatl 2 searen
of Atlania area has revealed nothing so far., Requestad th:%
they continue search.

Major lleCollough of [fississinpi CAP cell2d from Jackson, Iiiss.
stating that he hac dispztiched airecraft to the "inona aras
to initiate a searcn of that incidlent.

rlight Servica rerorted thet =z matecr defiritely struck =2
house and injured ~ woman gt Sylacaugns, Ala. ioman's nanme
given in 1440 report and requested thet H-12 lond end pick-up
yet the unindentirlied Dbj*ct and return it to Maxmwell AT for
examination, St=ndinz by

A call by Capt. ilarsden to ¢ity police at Phenix City, Als.
revealed thst as y=zt thz -—Tound sesrzh parties in that areo
have found nothing,

SA-16 7227 reported that they have sesrched the ~rea around
Newnan Inteorsection on alrwsy green 6 and heove found notilni.
Instructed to return to base gt this time. Also 211 CAP
activities de-alerted at this tire,
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45th Alr Rescue Sguadron's Controllers T.cg Continued.

L]

30/1545/GRB
30/1610/GR3
30/1625/:7R
30/1435/CEB
30/1645/GR3

20/1647/GR3
20/1705/CRB

30/1732/GR8
20/1724/GEB
30/1725/GRR

30/1315/GRB

(Delayed Entry) H-1G 3338 on the ground st Sylacsuga, Starding
by for further inforuatinn, That is Rescus Control is standins by.

Capt. iiller of rhenix City police erlled and renorted th-t
ground saarch reveeled nothing., Reqguested to dizcontinue search,

SA=16 7207 on tne deck at this time.,

Ce47 57322 rerorts that 2,3 has the object on boerd and is
eirtorne from Sylacauga beinz éscoried by SA=16 7153, 5732 returning

to the Dbase,

SI r. Sczss notified of sbove information and requested thet
we stand by on 2 sscurity guard for unidentified object.

C=47 5732 on ths deck at thisz tine.

Major MeCullouzh liississiprpl CAF ofTicislly de-nlerted st
this time.

Georgia CAP officielly de-slerted thru liajor Rognick st this tlne.
H-19 3343 on the deck at this time.

SA-16 7153 on the deck a't this time. I‘ission officially closed
for lack of further information.,

Alabama CAP, Lt, Col Cesady officially notified and de-alerted
at this tinme.

TRUE EXTPACTED COPY:

/T/ CHARLES W, KELSO

Najor, USAF

Operations Orfficer Td1S IS A TRUE COPY

f /T/%/ 2wy Lr A~

TP pmra T
\ :".lr-..lllh

UoAF
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30/1490/GRE

32/1415/GRE

30/1420/GR3

30/1422/GRB
30/1430/CRB

20/1440/CRB

30/14L5/GRB

20/1459/GRB

30/1500/GRB

30/1530/GR2

30/1545/GRB

Continued,

ninz an expording square sesrch
159 H"l;r 'f.,'tjq,.! irl 1 ‘“.Ilﬂ Ll‘t‘ﬂl .

Wiss, ar

Eirmin_-;rr«n areeE t;:.-l*: TEF'? on
an expandin: snusre senrch in the Atlants, Ceorziaz asrea. C-47
#5932 veing dispatehad to Proerwaou, iliss, area to perform

en

en expanding squ-re se-rch from "inona,
Capt, Roberts pilot on H-1% 248 e2lled in from Columblana, Alz.
reported th=t he requected forest ranzers Lo glert their entire
net in ths souvthesst ta be on the lookout for ﬂﬁy'nnw fires whict
may enadle vs to ascertain the cause cf these reports.
larscen requested Flignt Service to notify ADC on above
any findings to us.

Capt.
incidents and recort bsck

C=L7 #5732 departing for Creenwcod area.

SA=-16 27172 reportis sesrching area 15 miles to 30 riles south
Sylacauga, Ala, reporwed nothing seen,

Flight Service that the Birmingham wer~ther bureau reported
meteor siruck near Sylsczuga, Ala,

iruci S Aw
he nospi Wor nar Mr *
Crove about 3 nmiles =ast of Sylscsuza.

to the hospital women'!s nane = 3 lives 2t North Qak

il

Capt, Kinsaul fAlabama CAP re-orts that steste police notified
him that a metaor struck a house ne-r Columbiana, Ala, CaiP
checking back with state police to get woman's name who was
supposecly injured 2130 her address.,

Lawson AFB nrerations c¢alled by phone to report that a search
of Atlanta ares has revesled notining so far. Requested thst
they continue search.

Major McCollough of liissiscippi CAP cellad from Jackson, liiss.
stnting that he hec dispatched aireraft to the inona areas
to initiate a search of that incident.

rlight Service rereorted thet z meteor defiritely struck a
house and injured s woman at Sylacaug~, Ala. {loman's name
given in 144 40 report and requested thzt H-19 land and pick-up =as
yet the unindentifiasd objoct and returr it to Maxwell AF3 for
examination, Stsndings by.

.arsden to city police at Phenix City, Alse,
round searzh parties in that ares

A call by Capt.
revealed th=% as yel the
have found nothine,

SA-16 7207 rsported thst they have searched the =2rea eround
Newnan Iantersaction on rirway green © and h-ve found nothing,
Instructed to return to bass at *his time. Also all CAP
activities de-a3lerted at this time,

was injured znd taken
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SUBJECT: (Uncl) Unldentifled Flying ObJect Recovered at Cylacauza,
Alabama

10 Ccamander

4co2d AISS {ADC)

ATTN: Major Cybulsiki

Ent Alr Force 3ase
Colorado Springs, Colorade

1. Reference report A® Form 112, F2-C-UF0B-1l, dated 2 Decemper
1954, from Dobbins Air Force Base, Georgia, Inclosed for your re-
tention are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylaecauga, Alab=na
unidentified flying object., The object was photographed on 5 December
1954 at the Alr Tecnnical Intelligence €enter.

‘2. The obJeet was received at the Alr Technical Intellizence
Center 1000 hours on 6 December 2954 and was forwarded to AFOIN-X at
1200 hours 3 December 1954, where it has been loaned to the Smithsnnian
Institute for additional study.

3, ‘T™e following is the preliminary analysis of the objeet by
ATIC; the {inal evaluation 13 pending the resulis of the Smifthsonian
Institute's examination:

a, deteors and meteorites may be divided roughly into three
slasses., One class is almeost completely metallie (iron, nickel, ete).
Another is largely stony; and another, members of which are frequently
galled 3erolites, 1ls composed of dense stony matter with many zrains
of nickel-iron alloys. 7This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to be an
aerolite, welghing @ pounds, 8 ounees.

b. Explosions of very large meteors are quite frequent,
Host meteors are no larger than the head of a pin, and tThese >urn up
niles above the earth. ©On accouns of the heat generated, Che larger
neteors moving with high speeds must therefore explode, The Alabama
nateorite was much larger than the amaller part recovered, for 17T was
seen to explode, Some other fragments distributed over a ¥ery large
area remain To bDe recovered, and much of .iT must have fallen as ashes,

¢, The average limits of aititudes of meteor paths are known,
They seldom appear at greater heiznis than 90 miless, for at greater
helghts there Is insufflcient air £o cause one t9 burn; and generally
they burn up before getting as low 23 40 miles, Only those large
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O Hice ol teewrd
I'TAE-5/Capt, Hard ,f:',,/ M e
AMTATD
ATIARY LODER 1954
SURJECT: (Uncl) Unidentified Flying ObJect Recovered at Sylacauga,
Alapama
10: Commandar

4o02a@ AISS (ADC)

ATTN: Major Cybulskil

Ent Alr Porce 3ase
Colorado Springs, Colorade

.. Rerference report AF Form 112, F2-0-UF0B~1l, dated 2 December
1554 from Dobbins Air Porce Base, feorgia, Inclosed for your re-
tentiony are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylacauga, Alabama
unidentified flying obJject, The object was photogravhed on 6 December

1954 at the Air Pechnical Intelligence €enter,
2. The objeet was received at the Alr Technical Intellizence

Center 1000 hours on 6 December 195% and was forwarded to AFOIN-X at
1200 hours 3 December 1954, where 1t has been loaned te the Snithsenian

Institute for additional study.

3. Te following 13 the preliminary analysis of the objeet by
ATIC: the final evaluation 13 pending the results of the Smithsenian

institute!s examination:

a, Meteors and meteorites may be divided roughly into three
classes, One class is almost completely metallle (iron, nickel, ete).
Another 1s largely stony; and anether, members orf which are frequently
called aerolites, 13 composed of dense stony matter with many grains
of nickel-liron alloys, This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to be an

aerolite, welghing 38 pounds, 8 ounces.

b. Explosions af very large meteors are quite fregquent,
Host meteors are no larger than the head of a pin, and these burn up
miles above the earth, 0On account of the heat generated, the larger
neteors moving with high speeds must therefore explocde, The Alabama
neteorite was much larger than the smaller part recovered, for it was
seen to explode., SJome other fragments distributed over a Yery large
area remain To De recoversd, and much of it must have fallen as ashes,

¢, The average limits of altitudes of meteor paths are known.
They sceldon appear at zreafer helznis than 90 miles, for at greater
neizhts there 1s insufficient air to cause one %o burn; and generally
they burn up berfore zetting as low as 40 miles, Only those large
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ATIAE
2 LODER 1954
CUBJECT: (Uncl) Unidentified Flying ObJect Recovered at Sylacauga,
Alapama
T0: Commander

4602d AISS (ADC)

ATTN: Major Cybulski

Ent Alr Force Base
Colorade Springs, Colorado

1., Reference report AF¥ Form 112, F2-C-UF0B-1l, dated 2 December
1954, from Deobbins Alr Force Base, @Georgia., Inclosed for your re-
tention are twe dupllicate sets of prints of the Sylaeauga, Alabama
unidentified flying objeect. The object was photograpned on 6 December
1954 at the Air Technieal Intellligence €enter.

/2. The objeet was received at the Alr Technical Intelligence
Center 1000 hours on 6 December 1954 and was forwarded to AFOIN-X at
1200 hours 3 December 1954, where it has been loaned to the Snithsunian

Institute for additional study.

3. The following 1s the preliminary analysis of the objeet by
ATIC; the final evaluation 13 pending the resulis of the Smithsenian

Institute'!s examination:

a, Meteors and meteorites may be divided roughly inte three
classes, One class 1s almost completely metallie (iren, nickel, ete).
Another 1is largely stony; and another, members of which are frequently
galled serolites, is composed of dense stony matter with many grains
of nickel-iron alloys., This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to be .an

agrolite, weighing 8 pounds, 8 ounces,

b. Explosions of very large meteors are quite frequent.
Xost meteors are no larger than the head of 2 pin, and these burn up
mlles above the earth, On account of the heat generated, the larger
meteors moving with high speeds must therefore explode, The Alabtama
nateorite was much larger than the smaller part recovered, for it was
seen to explode, Some other fragments distributed over a ¥ery large
area remain to be recovered, and much of .1t must have fallen as ashes,

¢. The average limits of alititudes of neteor paths are known.
They seldom appear at greater heiznis than 90 miles, for at greater
heights there is insufficlent air to cause one to burn; and generally
they burn up before getting as low as 40 miles., Only those large
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tr, ATIC, Subj: (U) Unidentified Rlying Object Recovered at Sylaca-
uza, Alabama - '

cnough to penetrate all the earthls atmosvnere actually hlt the earth;
and these are c:lled "meteorifes.” Velocity of a meteor plays an ix-
portant part on whether or not 1t hits the earth, A%t the time a

meteor hits the earth!s atmosphere--100 mlles hizh, say-~1ts velocity
willl range between 9 miles per second and 54 miles per second, Clnce
the earth's motion around the sun gives it a velocity of 18 miles per
seecond and the average velocity of a meteor 1s 26 miles per second,

one therefore finds velocities between 26-18 and 26418 miles per seeond,

d, The speed of the Alabama meteorite can be estimated only
1f one knows the exact direction from which 1t came and the time of
the day it fell. The evidence seems to indicate, however, that the
Alabama meteorite was a member of the Andromid shower, occurring be-
tween November 24 and December 7. These come from the north, but the
exact direction depends on the time of day they are seen, Ordinarily
thelr speeds are about 15 miles per second, but this figzure may be
either higher or lower, If it 1s a member of this shower, it 1is from
the debris of Blela'!s comet which dlsappeared after 1852, Fragments
“rom this comet have fallen, however, for centuries--one of the earlliest
perhaps being a3 stone weigzhing 260 pounds which fell in Alsace, November
16, 1492, between 11 and 12 AN,

4, Arrangements have been made for the meteorite to be returned
direetly fo 1ts owner from the 3mithsonian Institute.

Thor THE COMMANDED

1 Inel R, C. SCHU
Photographs (dup) CHC, USAF

" -
Asst. Add.

COORDINATION:
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'“u ice of Liccerd

Ltr, ATIC, Subj: (U) Unidentified Flying Object Recovered at Sylaca-
uza, Alabama S

enougn %0 penetrate 311 the eartn!s atmosphere actually hit the earth;
and these are called "meteorites.” Veloclty of a meteor plays an im-
portant part on whether or not 1t hits the earth, At the time a

meteor hits the earth's atmosphere--100 miles high, say--ita velocity
will range between 8 miles per second and 44 miles per second, OSince
the earth'!s motion around the sun gives it a velocity of 18 miles per
second and the average velocity of a meteor 1s 26 miles per second,

one therefore finds velocities between 26-18 and 26418 miles per second,

d. 7The 3peed of the Alabama meteorite can be estimated only
if one knows the exact direction from whicn it came and the time of
the day 1t fell. The evidence seems to indicate, however, that the
Alabama meteorite was 2 member of the Andromid shower, occurring be-

tween November 24 and December 7, These come from the north, but the
exaet direction depends on the time of day they are seen, Ordinarily

thelr speeds are about 15 miles per second, but this figure may be
either higher or lower, If it 1s a member of this shower, 1t 1is from

the debris of Biela's comet which disappeared after 1852. Fragments
{rom this comet have fallen, however, for centuries--one of the earliest

-
perhaps being a stone weighing 260 pounds which fell in Alsace, November
156, 1492, between 11 and 12 AM.

4, Arrangements have been made for the meteorite to be returned
directly to 1ts owner from the Smithsonlan Institute,

"i

ZOR THE COMMANDED

1 Inecl _”“*. C. SCHUM
Photographs (dup) CRC, USAF
Asst. Add. =
COORDINATION:
ATIAES / / /,u.-Z-v DATE 12/9/54
Capt, C,. 4,,d3pdln

..‘.

ATIAE AS £ St DATE ?ﬁ“"‘ /
Lt.AS9fksH. C. Jogmston
ATIA A L2yt P ADe DATE m z7
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