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Memorandum for Record 29 December 1952 

Subject: Preparation for trip to Los Alamos, N.M., and the West Coast 

1. At approximately 1330 on 29 Dec 52, Capt Ruppelt called Lt Col Paul 
H. Butman (telephone: Sterling 35000- Extension 2~1 ) , Division of :~litary 
Application, Atomic Ener gy Commission, Washington, D.C. Purpose of the call 
was to coordinate the visit to Los Alamos. Col Butman has previously been 
briefed on the possible correlation between detection of radiation from un­
known sources and unidentified flying objects by Capt Ruppelt during a visit 
to AEC approximately two weeks ago. Col Butman was r~quested to contac~ Los 
Alamos laboratories and request that Mr. Carter, lJr. Gittings , and Mr. Sim­
mons come to Albuquerque for the interrogation if possible . In this was 
impossible, it was reauested that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olsson be given a 
clearance to talk to them at Los Alamos. Col Butman stated that he would 
wire to Los Alamos and that they wire back directly to ATIC stating which of 
the two plans would be follmved. (i .e., Whether we would meet them at Los 
Alamos or Albuquerque .) Col futman was also informed that the Sandia Cor­
poration had a lso requested a briefing and ~hat ATIC planned to do this on 
either the sixth or seventh of J arruary. Col Butman stated that it would be 
alright for ATIC to make direct contact with these people to arrange for a 
briefing. 

• 

2. At approximately 1500 on 29 Dec 52, Capt Ruppelt called Lt Glen D. 
Parrish, Director of Intelligence, 34th Air Division, Kirtland AF Base . The 
purpose of the call was to advise Lt Parrish that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olsson 
would be in Albuquerque on Sunday, 4 Jan 53, and to inquire as to whether or 

not it would be alright to hold a meeting in Lt Parrish's office. Lt Par­
rish stated that it would be alright and that he was anxious to have us come 
down. Lt Parrish was also asked to contact Hr. William R. Perret, Division 
51111 at the Sandia Corporation, who wrote the letter to ATIC requesting a 
briefing. Lt Parrish was asked to inform Mr. Perret of the proposed briefing 
and to have Mr. Perret wire ATIC as to a final date. 
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2C) Deoa~ber 1952 

&&bjeota Preparation for trip to Loa Alamos, N.M., and the West Coast 

1. At approxi••tely 1330 on 29 Deo 52, Capt !blppelt called Lt Col Paul 
B. Butman (telephone• Sterling 3800o- Extension 221) 1 Division of lti.litary 
Application, Atomic Energy Commission, Washington, D.C. Purpose of the call 
wae to coordinate the visit to IDa Alamos. Col Butman has previously been 
briefed on the possible correlation between detection of radiation tram un­
known sources and unidentified flying objects by Capt Ruppelt during a visit 
to AEC approx1 mately two weeks ago. Col Butman was requested to contact Los 

laborat.ories and request that 14r. Carter, Yr. Gittings, and Ur. Sim­
mons come to Albuquerque for the interrogation it possible. In this was 
impossible, it was reoueated that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Ol~son be given a 
clearance to t•lk to them at Los Alamos. Col lhtman stated that he would 
wire to IDs Alamos and that they wire back d1 rectly to A TIC stating which of 
the two plans would be followed. (i.e., Whether we would meet them at Loa 
Jl.•oa or Albuquerque.) Col &tman was also infomed that the Sandia Cor­
poration bad al.so requested a briefing and that ATIC planned to do this on 
either the sixth or seventh or Jaml•ry. Col Butman stated that it would be 
alright for ATIC to make direct contact with these people to arrange for a 
br1et1J31• 

2. At approx1•ate~ 1500 on 29 Deo 521 Capt ~ppelt called Lt Olen D. 
Parrish, Dl.rector of Intelligence, 34th Air Division, Kirtland AF Base. The 
parpose of the call was to advise Lt Parrish that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olsson 
would be in Albuquerque on Snnda71 4 Jan 531 and to inquire as to whether or 

DOt it would be alright to hold a meeting in Lt Parrish 1 a office. Lt P~ 
riab etated that it would be alright and that he was anxious to have us come 

• Lt Parrish was also asked to contact Mr. WUllam R. Perret, Dirlaion 
5111, at the Sandia Corporation, who wx'ote the letter to ATIC requesting a 
br1et1ag. Lt Parrish was asked to intom Yr. Perret of the proposed briefing 
and to have llr. Perret wire ATIC u to a t1nal date. 
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Memorandum for Record 15 December 1952 

SUBJECT1 Call to IDs Alamos, New Mexico 

1. On the evening of 15 Dec 52, Capt E. J. Ruppelt called Mr. Homer T. 
Gittings, Jr., of 1537B 41st Street, Los Alamos New Mexico (Tel a: 24880) . 
The purpose of the call was to contact Yr. in regard to some pre-
vious data that Capt Ruppelt had obtained a t a correlation between the 
visual sightings of UFO and adiation from unknown sources. Previous to this, 
Capt Ruppelt sent Mr. a registered letter requesting the data , but 
the letter was returned as unclaiced. Mr. explained that when the 
letter arrived, he had been out of town and the post office had gotten mixed 
up on his instructions to hold any mail and had returned the letter • . 

• 

2. Although not too much data could be obtained over the telephone, Mr. 
did shead some light on some of the questions that had been asked in 
the correlations. In the first place, 

, Los Alamos, New Mexico, phone 22263, was the person '•ho knew peo­
ple a~Mt. Palamar who had also seen unidentifi ed aerial objects at the same 
time the.y had detected some radiation. Contrary to previous beliefs, Mr. 
was not there at the time and only heard of the incident through personal let-
ters from these people at Mt. Palomar. Mr stated that he was sure 
that Mr. could give us the names of the people at Palocar and there is 
a possibility that they are still there. The other gentlerran involved in the 
sightings at IDs Alamos is a Nr. stated that be-
tween 1 Oct 51 and 1 Oct 52 he picked three or four definite indications 
of radiation from unknown sources and that several. of them had correlated with 
newspaper articles within two hours. He was not sure how many Ur. 
obtained. 

3. In describing the nature of the radiation which had been picked up, 
Mr. stated that "they picked up a vertical component - a particle 
that penetrated three thin walled tubes and the roof of the building". The 
tubes are 5/S inches in diameter and 2 inches on center. He stated that they 
had checked all sources of radiation from the laboratory and that this typ13 
of radiation was far out of line for any cosmic activity. , 

4. Kr. was asked to obtain more information on the type of equip-
ment that was used to get the radiation, the exact dates and time of all indj­
cated radiation, and a little bit of background on each of the people. He was 
also told that nersonnel from Blue Book would try to contact hL~ personally 

• 
within the next two or three weeks ·to obtain all of this information. 
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SUBJICTt ....,. to Loa Al••oa, N• llexioo 

1. On the evening ot 15 Dec 52, Cnpt E. J. Ruppelt cs.l.led Mr. Homer T. 
01tt1nga., Jr., of 1537B 41st Street, IDs Alamos, New J.lexioo (Telet 2L&!lo). 
The purpose of the call was to contact Mr. Oittines in r er,ard to s ome pre­
vious data tbat Capt Ruppelt had obtained about a correlation between the 
visual s.i rrhtings of UFO and radiation from unknolftl sources . Previ:>::s to this, 
Capt Ruppelt sent ~r. a registered letter requesting the data, but 
the letter was r etu.r.1ed aa uncl~imed. l!r. explained that when tho 
letter arrived, he had been out ot town and the poet office had gotten mixed 
up on his instructions to hold any mail nnd had returned the letter. 

~. Althou:,h not t~o much dat~ could bEJ obtai ned over the tela,hone, Mr. 
did ahead some light on some or the queat.ions that had been in 

!Pd to the corr3lations. In the first plae~, a Hr. 
1 Los Alamos, New llex1 co, phone •22263, was the peraon who knew peo­

ple at Ut. PnlOMnr ~ho had also seen unidantif1~d nerinl objects at t he sana 
U•e they had detected aome radiation. Contrary to previous beliefs, llr • .._... 
was not there nt the time and only heard of the incid~nt ~irough per sonal lot-
\ere tram these people at Mt. Palomar. Mr. atnted that he was sure 
that !4r. could 11ive us t.he names of the ~ecole at Palomar and ther~ is . . -
a possibili that they are still there. The other an involved in tho 
eightings at Los Alamos is a Mr. Yr. s statnd thet b~ 
twecm 1 Oct 51 and 1 Oct 52 be bad picked three or tour det1n1 te indications 
or radiation trO'n unknown sources and that aeveral ot them had correlat ed w1 tb 
DeW8paper articles within two boure. He wu not aure how many Mr. Carter 
obt•ined. 

In describin~ the nature ot the radiation which had been picked up1 
Ill'. stated t.hat "they piclced up a vertical component - a particle 
tbat penetrated three thin walled tubes and the r oot of the building". The 
\Ubea are 5/8 inches 1D diameter and 2 inches on center. He stated that thq 
had cheeked all sources ot r~tdiation from the laboratory and that this type 
ot radiation was far out ot line !or aey ooemic activity. 

• 

1-. Ill' was asked to obtain more information on the type or equip-
aent that was used to r.et the radiation, the ftxaot dates and timo of all indi­
cated radiat-ion, and a little bit of baclcground on each or the people. He waa 
also told that p9rsonnel !rom Blue Book would try to eo"''tact him !lersonally 
within the next. tlK> or tbrM weeks t.o obtain all ot this information • 
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Addreea r eply to 
Director and refer 
OHR: Pasa/WHA: lw 
All 

• 

ItEPARTI-!ENT OF '.L'HE NAVY 
OJTICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH 

PASADENA :BRANCH 
1030 E. Green Street 

Paaaclena 1, California 

Serial SC-3064 
23 Dec 1952 

FR0!-1: Director, Office of Naval Reaearch :Branch Office, Pasadena 

TO: Chief of Naval Research (Code 346) 

SUBJ: Details on old report of nnuseal phenomena; forwarding of 

REF: (a) ONR/Waah Restr ltr ser 30402 dtd Dec 1952 
(b) ONR/PBsa Restr ltr ser c~l6389 dtd 23 Nov 1949 
(o) NEL Con! 1 tr ser 0570-388 dtd 30 Jan 1950 

Jncl: (1) 1 C7 of reference (b) w/encla 

1. At the request of reference (a) an effort has been made to discover 
additional information conerning recurrences of t he reported by thia 
office in November 1949, reference (b~. Dr. of the Navy 
Jlectronics LiEoratory, re~rts that no further incident s were observed 
although the equipment waa operated at Palomar until about a year ~o. 

2. J!nc1oeure (1) ia forwarded for the convenience of !£DR F. L. Thomas. 
It ia believed to be a full account containing all thb~ ..--.a known at the 
time. SUbse~entl7, the only development known to this office came i~ 
JSGuar.T 1950 when, in reaponae to turther reports of erratic equipment 
behavior, the apparatus waa returned to NEL for a detailed check. A 
fl&lt7 fuse clip waa f ound. According to refereAe (c),"very slight 
Jarring of this clip produced a visible arc together with a spurious 
IIED&l. indicated on the aural alarm and an aberration of the recorder pen". 

3. If 
them. 

• 

further detail• are required this office will endeavor to au~pl3 
; 

• 

• 

8/ ~. H. miPLETON 

• 

• r ' . I . • . ' . -: . ....... . • 
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I I 
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t------ S,.ACE ABOVE I'OR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY ,._--------.,~~.Cl~~IIV ~ct~'-S~'>Ifi~CA~T~It*~--1 
FROM: (Or it in•tor ) DATE·TIME GROUP ~' , 

CG ATIC 

TO: DIV OF MIJ.ITARY APPLICATION 
US A'rolUC ENERGY COt-IMISSION 
1901 CONSTITUTION AVE WASH 25 DC 

• 
• 

INFO: 

~y 
2. 

orJeH of 
D ~ c. t c, ~- '­

02l400Z DEC 52 
ACTIOH l'l'CFORMA 

PREcfgr:cE ROUTINE 

0 lOOK MESSAGl IXJ OAIGINAL MESSAGE 

CRYPTOf'RECAliTION 

0 MUlTIPU ADDRESS D YES IXl NO 

REFERS TO MESSAGE: 

a..ASSI11CA TIOH 

~1. 

FBOMa J.FOIN-ATIA.A FOR LT COL P M BUTMAN 

Reference 

Bower and 

telephone cal) from 1-faj I. Herman on 1 Dec 52. After briefing by Col 

~·, 1'~,-Capt Ruppelt of this Center on nnidenti!'ied .--t objects at Los Alamos 

on 23 Oct 52, Dr. w. B. Crew arranged a special meeting with a small group of people 

trom the laborator.y. Several of these people bad evidence that there was a possible 

correlation between sightings or unidentified flying objects ' and unusual radiation 
• 

detection. Among this group were a Mr. and a 11r. • The 

preliminary data obtained from these people has been studied and it is now believed 

advisable to contact them again and get more details to determine whether or not 

should make a more complete study of the subject. It is requested that if 1 t can be 
• 

arr~ed, a meeting ~ ~ tbes~ p~ople .be aet up.for the morning or 10 Dec 52. The 
DOWNGRADED .\ 1' .. '\ .· . · • . 

expectR~~€lki.J~~~..*-.ruiing· Vih not be more than four to five hours. ATIC ., ....... ....... . 
• 

personner\dll be Maj Edgar w. Gregory, II, who has an Air Force 
U ~ ... ~'=~ 1 F, I ED _ 

~~----------------_, 

Top Secret 

SECURITY INFORMATION . 'AQI 1 al 2 PAGES 
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CG ATIC 
TO: 

INFO: 
, 

• 

JOINT MESSAGEFORM 

PRECEDENCE 
FOR: 

I 

ACT !Oft 

0 lOOK MESSAfll 

COM~UNICATIONS CENTER NO 

DNCLASSlFlED 

IN FORMA TIOH 

0 OIUfliHAL MESSAGE 

CRYI'TOf'ftECAIITlOH 

0 YD 0 NO 
0 MULTlPU ADDRESS 

REF£RS TO MESSAGE: 

IDINT IncA TIOft 

clearance, and Capt Edward J. Ruppel t, who baa an A1 r Force Top Secret and an AEC 

1•Qn t1pe clearance. Request reservations be made on morning Careo A1rlines night 

and that ATIC be advised who to contact if requested meeting can be arranged • 

• 

• 

SYMIOl 

ATI~5 

• 

, 

• 

fJNClASStFIED 
T52-19517- / 

• 
, 

•• 
•• 

CWf ICIAL. TITU IUJBKRT E. KENNF:I 1!, MJ.TOR usn:; v J A.l" 

AIR ADJ 0"1' ANT GENERAL 
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DD ,~1~" .. 173 REPlACES WO AGO FORM 11-111 II J\Jft 1MS. AND WD ACiO FORM - · 
I APil IMI. WHICH MAY • USED. 
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RE&QMt1ENUATION: 

8. That Capt E. J. Ruppelt and a member of the Section Office be plRced 
on eeven days TDY to Loa Alamoe, New Mexico; Kirtland .lFB, New Hexico; and 
Dobbine AP'B 1 Georgia. 

CQORl)INATION: 

ATIA•-5 Capt Ruppelt, Ch, .lerial Phenomena Section----- 1 Dec 52 

• 

• 

• 

.lTIU 

.lTIA 

!TIM 

.AT I 

MaJ Herman, Ch, A/C & Prop Branch ~~=-- 1 Dec 52 

Col Bower, Ch, Tech Analyeie Div __________ 1 Dec 52 

Lt Col McKenzie, Comptrolle,r 1 Dec 52 

Brig Gen Garland, CG, ATIC 1 Dec 52 
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SUBJECT: Visit to WADC . . .. . 
• • 4 Nov 52 

Facts and Discussion 

1. On 4 Nov 52 Capt E. J. Ruppelt and Lt R. M. Olsson visited Col Hood, chief 
ot the Nuclear Powered Aircraft Branch of WADC. Previous to this visit, Col Hood 
had cont~cted ATIC in regard to cercain sightings of UF0 1s at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, Tennessee, in which he and a Naval officer had attempted to obtain cor­
relation between sightings and peaks in radiation backgrounds. 

2. Col Hood stated that in Jul 50, the person who was then head or the Phy­
sics Department at Vm1derbilt University (Co~ Hood could not r ecall his name, but 
stated he would find out and notify ATIC) said ~hat he believed there might be 
some correlation between sightings ot UF0 1s and increases in r adiation. Col Hood 
and a Naval officer became interested and attempted to correlate these occurances. 

3. To e.rrect this correlation, they went to a radar site at the Knoxville 
Airport (now an ADC AC&W Squadron - he did not know fo r sure 71heth~r or not it was 
ADC at that time) and got a copy of their log of unknown tracks. They t hen got 
the records fro~ several r adiation monitoring stations in t he Oak Ria~e area and 
attempted to make a correlation. Tneir atterr.pts to correlate t he data were no~ 
too success1'ul. The radiation detection eouiprr.ent that was used was the standard 
equipment set up to n.onitor the background coun~ in four separate areas at the 
laborator,y. One type of counter measured alpha r adiation and one type gamma ra­
diation (tnese were not the directional type of coincidence counters used at Los 
Alamos). Col Hood stated that approximately three times per month, peaks would 
be recorded on the tapes, sometimes on either the alpha counter or gamma counter 
and somet~es on both simultaneously. They took these peaks and the unknown radar 
pickups and in same cases were able to correlate them. No written r ecord was made 
or kept, consequently, the percent correlation is not kno;.rtl. 

4. Col Hood gave the narne o1' a Y.r . Ed Bettis ot' the Oak Ridge National Labo­
ratory who could possibly give more details. Mr. Bettis is an electronics spec-
ialist on the NEPA project. , 

5. The possibility or detecting the passage of a nuclear powered aircraft 
waa discussed. Col Hood stated that ground counters would definitely register if 
such an aircraft passed overhead. He said that if he remembered correct ly, it 
had been computed that the aircraft being designed in the u.s. would give 1 Ront gen 
from an altitude of 50 1 • This is no~ dangerous if taken instantaneously. (For 
persons continually exposed, 1/Su of this is t~e limit.) This 1 Rontgen at 50 1 drops 
ott with tho square of the distance or R • k/d • He stated that naturally the 
shielding determines how much radiation wo~d be detected. On an unshielded ois­
sile the level would rise by a factor of 10 • As far as can be determined, this 
would be the only way to detect a nuclear powered aircraft as the configuration is 
completely conventional. . 

SECURITY INFORMATION 
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6. The possibility of instrumentation was discussed. Col Hood said that 
during 1950 an airborne counter had been devised and ettempt s wer e made to usg 
it in the wing tank of an F-47 at Oak Ridge. As far as he knew, t hi s was never 
done because they cou~d not get a powerful enough power source. He st at ed he 
didn't believe an airborne system would be too successful because the ar ea t hat 
would give radiation would be too localized. His idea on ins trument at i on was to 
utilize a magnetometer in an effort t o establ ish whether or not a r eported ob­
ject was material or not. .(Contrary to what we've been t old, he bel ieved a mag­
netometer could be easily obtained that had a fairly long range - up to 50 to 
151000' 1 i1' not more.) He suggested a setup of several types of i nstruments all 
cross checking each other, a magnetometer, a directiona~ coincidence counter f or 
radiation and radar. 

7• During his visit to ATIC this summer, Col Hood had menti oned the f act 
that his branch was interested in Einstein's l atest theories on a r el at ionship 
between gravity and lines of magneti c f orce(???) . His br anch has contar.t ed Ei n­
stein and obtained t he names of s ever al peopl e whom he thought could pur sue this 
idea further a nd det ermine how his theory coul d be utilized f or pO'Ner. The Of­
fice of Flight Research is now contacting t hese people to see whether or not t hey 
would accept a study contract • 

8. Col Hood's suggestion was tnat we go ahead with a limited instrumenta­
tion program ncnr. His idea was that the cost would be low and he believes we 
could get at least preliminary dat.a that we could expand on. He o1'ferred ATI C 
aey aid his branch could give. 

Conclusions 

9. The only conclusion is that these people made a very preliminary t ype 
of study on the correlation of unknown radar pickups and rises in r adiation. 
There is definitely nothing to "get our teeth into". Again, however, t here a re 
ind1cations that there may be some correlation present. 

10. The use of a magnetometer may be feasible to .deter mfne whether a mater­
ial object is present and ir this object is in any way uti lizi ng t he earths mag­
netic field in any way. 

• 

Reconunendations 

11. ~ore details on the incidents at Oak Ridge should be·obtai ned. ~r. Bet­
tis and the head of the Physics Department at Vanderbilt University should be con­
tacted to see if any correlations have been attempted since 1950. 

12. Someone at WADC should be contacted to learn more about magnetometers. 
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SUBJECTs Viai t to WADC 4 Nov 52 

Facts and Discussion 

1. On 4 Nov 52 Capt E. J. Ruppelt and Lt R. u. Olsson visited Col Hood, chief 
ot the Nuclear Pcmered Aircraft Branch of WADC. Previous to this visit, Col Hood 
bad contacted ATIC in regard to certain sightings of UF0 1s at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, Tennessee, in which he and a Naval officer had attempted to obt.ain cor­
relation between sightings and peaks in radiation backgrounds. 

2. Col Hood stated that in Jul 501 the person who was then head of the Phy­
sics Depar~ent at Vanderbilt University (Col Hood could not recall his namo, but 
stated be would find out and notify ATIC) said th3t he believed there might be 
some correlation between sightings ot UFO's and increases in radia~ion. Col Hood 
and a Naval officer became interoated and attempted to correlate t.hese occuranees. 

3. TO er.tect this correlation, they went to a radar site at the Inoxville , 
Airport (now an ADC ACl-~.W Squadron - he did not know for sure whether or not it 1'1'8S , . 

ADC at t.hat time) and got a copy or their log of unknown tracks. They then got .! 
the recorda from sftveral radiation monitoring stations in t he Oak Ridge area and / 
attemptod to make a correlation. Tneir atteu.pts to correlate the dat.a were not 

\ 

too successt'ul. The radiation detection equipment that was used vras the standard . 
equipment set up to n.onitor the background count in tour separate areas at t he 

\ 

• 
laboratory. One type of counter measured alpha radiation and one type gamma ra­
diation {tneae were not the directional type of coincidence counters used at Los 
Alamos). Col Hood s~ated that approximately three times per month, peaks would 

I ' • \ . ',., 
• 
• . \ 

be recorded on the tapes, sometimes on either the alpha counter or enmma counter 
and sometimes on both aimul t.aneoualy. They took these peaks and the unknown radar 
pickups and in same cases were able t,o correlate them. No written record was made 

• 

or kept, conaequentl71 the percent correlation is not known. 

4. Col Hood gave the name ot' a Mr. Ed Bettis or the Oak Ridge National Labo­
rator,y who could possibly give more details. llr. Bettis is an electronics spec-
1•11et on tne NEPA project. , 

5. !be possibility ot detecting the passage of a nuclear powered &ircraft 
waa discussed. Col Hood stated that ground counters would definitely register if 
such an aircraft passed overhead. He said that it he remembered correctly, it 
had been computed that the airoratt being designed in the u.s. would give 1 Rontgen 
trom an alt.itude ot 50'• Tnis is . nob danp,eroua it taken instantaneously. (For 
persona continually exposed, l/8U or this is t~e l~it.) This 1 Bon~gen at 50' dro9s 
ott with the square ot the distance or R • k/d • He stated that naturally the 
shielding determines how much radiation would be detected. On an unshielded ois­•11• the level would rise by a taotor ot lo5. Aa far as can be dete~ned1 this 
would be t.he only way to detect a nuclear powered aircraft aa the configuration is 
oompletely conventional. 
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6. The possibility ot instrumentation wn~discussed. Col Hood said that 

during 1950 an airborne counter had bean devised arxi attempts wore made to use 
it in the wing tank of an 1-47 at Oak Ridge. Aa far as he knew, this was never 
done because they could not get a powerful enough power source. He stated he 
didn't believe an airborne system would be too successfUl because t.he area that 
would give radiation would be too localized. His idea on instrumentation was to 
utilize a magnetometer in an effort to establish whether or not a reported ob­
ject was material or not. (Contrary to what we've been told, he believed a mag­
netometer could be easily obtained that had a fairly long rango - up to 50 to 
151000' 1 if not more.) He suggested a setup or several typos of instruments all 
cross ch&cking each other, a magnetometer, a directional coincid~nce counter for 
radiation and radar • 

• 

7 • ~ring his visit to ATIC this smruner, Col Hood had mentioned tne fact 
that his branch was interested in Einstein's latest theories on a relationship 
between gravity and lines of magnetic force(???). His branch has contacted Ein­
stein and obtained the names of several people whom he thought could pursue this 
idea further and determine how his theory could be utilized for power. The Of­
lice of Flight Research is now contacting these people to see whether or not th~ 
would accept a study contract. 

8. Col Hood's suggestion waa that we go ahead with a limited instrumenta­
tion program now. His idea was that the cost would be low and he belioves we 
could get at least prel1m1 nary data that we could expand on. He otferred ATIC 

• • 

any aid his branch could give. . , 

Conclusions • 

• 

9. The only conclusion is that these people made a very preliminary type 
ot study on the correlation ot unlcncnm radar pickups and rises in radiation. 
the~e is definitely nothing to •get our teeth into". Again, however, there are 
indications that ttere m~ be some corzelation present. 

• 

10. The use or a magnetometer 11ay be feasible to determine whetner a mater­
ial object 18 present and it thie object is in any way utilizing the earths mag­
netic fie~d in any way. 

Rec0iii4endations 

• 

11. lore details on the incidents at Oak R1.dge should be obtained. Kr. Bet­
tis and the head of the Physics Departmont at VanderbUt University should be con­
tacted to see if any oorrelatioM have been attempted since 1950. 

12. Scmeone at WADC should be contacted to learn more about magnetaDeters. 
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3 November 1952 &TR/ j os/ A'r iAA-5 

llr. Hcaer T. Gittings, Jr. 
1537B 41 Street 
!Qe Al.amos, Hn Mexico 

Dear Mr. Qittingst 

Boz 9586 
Jlq ll25th FAG (ATIC) 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 

I 

When Col Bower and I were at IDs Alamos on 23 Oct g1 ving the 
brie!ing on unidentified aerial phenomena, we discussed t.he coz­
relation between sightings of UAF and the detection or cortai n 
types or radiation. At that time, we unfortunately didn't ge~ too 
~ details down on paper aa we were too busy talking. Upon re­
turnil'le to Dayton, we discussed this correlation with several 
people and rartunately a grea~ deal or interest has been aroused. 
I was wondering if it would be possible for you to collect all of 
the details you can get concerning the visual sightings and the 
radiation detection on both the incidents at Palomar and at Los 
Alamos. We are ncnr atterrpting to run down your reports to the 
Loe AIMOS security people and the Navy reports at Palomar. We 
•ay not be able to find th•1 however, and would like to have what 
you can dig up. 

The following are eome ot the details we would like to have 
on each incident, it you can get th• 1 

1. Description of visual sighting including shapes, 
apparent speed (raat, hovering, etc.), time or day sighted, 
dates, ate. 

2. Description of type or radiation detected it it is 
known, how time this radiation ... detected correlates w1 th the 
rieual aighUng, type or equipDent usod1 etc. 

3. Persona who made risual observations and instrument 
readings, and a little bit about their experience or backu,round. 
We would like to have their oaoes it they don't mindJ we'll be 
sure that they don't get out. This information is necessary so we 
can ehow that the persona making tbe observations were experienced 
in their 1'1elda. I believe some instrument readings were correlated 
with newspaper reports. In these cases roreet about t he observer, 
but it you can remember which newspaper the visual sighting came 
tna, we can cheok back on the source. 

4. Any comn:ente you lllight have as to conclusions reaohed, 
checa aade on the possible origin ot the r ndiation, etc. 

5. Any add1 tion•l information you may have or can t.hink 
ot that might be of 1ntorest. 
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I almost forgot to add that we would also like to have a list 
ot dates, times and locations you or any o! your !rienda dotected 
an ltun1 dentified radiat.ion" you could not correlate with a visual 
aighting and we will check all or the local newspapers in an attempt 
to dig up correlat.i~ns for you. I checked the list of October of 
1950 dates that one of tho people at the meeting gave oe, and we 
had nothing. This doesn't mean anythinr,, however, aa our files are 
tar from comnlete in covering sightings at that time. 

I realize that all or these roouests are going to cause you 
and your people a great deal o.r oxtra work. We would appraciato 
anything you can give us, however, as we fully intend to follow 
this through, up t,o the point of setting up a net of visual and 
instrumental locations if necessary. Your information will be 
used to detonnine just how far wo will go. As I said be1'ore, your 

w1ll not bo brought into this but we would like the names ot 
the persona involved in case we have to cheek farther on some points. 

Tbe idea ot air sampling haa been brought up on several occa­
sions• and we'd like to get your collective opinions on this. 
Would air sampling give the same, better, or no results canpared 
with the equipment that used in the incidents we discussed? 

It 70u think all or the above data is too much to get into a 
let~r or you would rather not put it in a letter, we can cane 
back down to see you. We could meet you in Sante Fe or at one or 
JOUr homes. I'm going on leave for lu days beginning 10 November, 
eo it would be attar that. It you want to do this, let me know 
by collect wire. The address is Commanding General, Air Technical 
Intelligence Center, Attnt AfiAA-51 ght-Patterson AFB, Ohio. 

• 

!he reports on the project, that your group r8CJuested, have 
been tonuerded to Lt Parrian, Director ot Intelligence, 34th Air 
Dlrieion (Detenae) 1 lirtlancl. He will pass thaza on to you. Aa I 
told you at the aeeting, he ia aoting u the focal point for •ll 
report.• in the area. 

I 

It you people haYe any fUrther data you want, reel tree to 
te and aak for it.. It it. ia classified, we'll get it. to you 

through channea. 

I'• sending this regis~ered becauae, although it ia not olasai­
t1ed1 we wouldn't want 1 t to . get out. 

' 

• 

2 

S1DCere~ yours, 

ARD J. RUPPt:Lt 
Capt•1n1 USAF 
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~ · ON.Ra LA/TOT: iJs 
0 Jll-Reaearch 

• 
~ ~erial Ho. 69 lb389 
y 

• S. NAVY 
OJ'IICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH 

LOS ANGELES BRANCH 
1030 E. Green Street 

Paaadena 1, California 

• 

.lJNCLASSl Fl~u 
· HOT 23 1949 

J'ROM: Commanding Officer, Office of Nav• Reaearch, Paeadena 

TOa Chief of Naval Reaearch 

Stm,J: IJ'l.ling Discs•; report on. 

:Inola (1) HFJ. ltr 4A2, P210 432, ABF:dtd, 7 Nov '9 

• 

(2) Graph showing the time of ~ at which off-ecale motion of 
the Geiger Counter recorder occurred. 

(3) Graph showing the frequency of occurrences on a calende,J basis 
(4) summary and Observations, by Cl.m, Pasadena peraonnel 
(6) Jarrative of Flying Diac reports during the period 14-24 Oct 49 

b. the vicinity of Mt. Palomar, California 

1. The attached reporta of alleged •fling diacs• in the vicinity of the 
observatory on Mt. Palaomar, California, are forwarded tor information. 

2. The Officer, ONR, Paaadena, personally inveetigated these 
incidents and vhUe he does not have a belief that Uhese were actuall.7 
fl7i:ag discs, he ia at a lose to explain the phenomena. 

cow toa 

• 

NCI.1 San Diego 
oo.-11 

• 

DOL (1) 

s/ T. C. THOMAS 
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UNCLASSlFJEQ,ember 1952 • 

Subjects Trip to Los Alamos on 23 October 1952 

• 

FACTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. On 23 October 195: , Col D. L. Bower and Capt ~ . J. Rupocl t of ATIC 
presented a briefin~ at the Los Alamos Scientific Labor atory. After t he t riefing 
Col Bower and Ca9t Ru?pelt met with seven peopl e from the lab who were interested 
in the subject of UF0 1s. 

2. Previous to this meeting, several of the members of the group had met 
Capt Ruppelt and ~~j I. H. Herman at a meeting of the Civilian Saucer Investigators 
in Los Angeles. At that time these people mentioned having some data on a corre­
lation between the detection of some type of radiation and visual sightines of 
UF01e. 

3. At the 23 Oct 5~ me eting at Los Alamos more details on the above mentioned 
subject were obtained. The first incident occurred several years aro at the Ht. 
Palamar Observatory in California. A series of pieger counters had been set up 
to study cosmic ray ac t ivity. One person involved in t he study hap;ened to be 
outdoors when he saw a V of V1s of shiny objects go over. He immediately went 
inside the observatory and found t hat the counters had just "!'inned" (i.e. gone 
up to a maximum reading). This naturally aroused the curiosity of the people on 
the project and they agreed th~t if it ever hap; ened aeain they would look outside. 
Some time later it did happen and they looked out and observed a dark object passing 
over head. 

4. The ravy, it was a Navy cosmic ray contract, supposedly investipated , 
vrote a reoort, and concluded that this way was all due to a circuit failure. 
The people ooeratin~ the equipment also checked and are clai ced to have flatly 
denied this saying that due to the circuitry it would be impossible for similar 

·failures to occur in all the circuits at the sartle time. 

5. Shortly after this occurance, one of the persons involved in the in­
cidents at ?al8IIl8r roved to Los Alacos. He continued to be int.er ested and also 
interested some f riends in settinp uo the sane type of e~uipment. on t heir own 
time. They did this and they also detected unknown r adiation. In two instances, 
they were able to correlate these with newspaper r epor t s of t he si~hting of an 
UFO. In these instances the people could not get out.side to observe and had to 
denend on newsoaper reports of UF0 1s for correlations • 

• 

6. Similar observations of radiation from an unknown source were made on: 

vl Oct 50 
-2 Oct 50 
4 Oct 50 
·9 Oct 50 

----

19~1 l-IST 
1401 I•5T 
2305 HST 
0855 NST 

The equipment was kept in operation until Uecember 1950 
At that time the equinment was dismantled. (Note: The 

with no More pick-uos • 
• 

above waa checked in 
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ATIC Blue Book fil e but there was no r ecord of any incidents on these dates . 
This does not mean very much, however, since i t is known that a lot of the 
incident files were destroyed about this time.) 

7. A photograph of one of t he gieper counter set-ups, a diaeram of the 
set-up, and cooies of the traces of r ecords are shown in the attachments to 
this report • 

8. It should be noted that all of the peopl e involved in this are qualified 
scientists working at Los Alamos. They have checked every possible source of the 
radiation they can think of and cannot acoount for it. They have discussed this 
with many people including well-known scientists visit ing Los Alamos and there is 
no ready explanation, either for the source of the radiation detected or the 
correlation between visual sightings and the radiation. 

9. Reports of these incidents were made to the Security Force at Los Alamos 
and suppo~edly were to be forwarded to the Air Force. As far as can be determined, 
they were never received at ATIC. 

10. Along these same lines, attention can be called to the fact that a Colonel 
~m WAOO visited ATIC several months ago and r eported that the same thing had 
happened at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

CONCLUSIONS 

11. The accounts of these incidents sro still rather vague, too vague to 
draw &n7 definite conclusions as to whether or not fUrther action should be taken 
to investigate all radiation monitoring stations in the u.s. to determine if more 
correlations are present. 

BECOJ.t.fENLJATIONS 

12. It is rec that: 

a. All possible details of the Los Alamos and Palamar sightings be 
obtained. This can be accomplished by attempting to loca te both the reoort s made 
by the Navy (paragraph 4) and the Security Force at Los Alamos (paragraph 9) 
reports. In the meantime the people at Los Alamos should be con'tacted to get 
their complete story both as a cross check on the reoorts and in case the r eoor t s 
cannot be located. • · 

• 

b. Get all details on the incidents at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
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SubJeota Trip to Los Al•.,• Oil 23 October 1952 

UCTS AND piSCUSSipR 

• 
• 

1952 
• 

1. OD 23 Ootober 1952, Col D. L. Bower 8I1Ci Capt E. J • Ruppel t ot ATIC 
presented a briefing at the Loa Alamo a Scientifio Laborato17. Arter the briefing 
Col Bower end Capt Ruppel t met vi tb eenn people from the lab vbo were interested 
1D t.be wbJeot or UFO•a • 

• 

2. 1\ ewioua to this meeting, eeYeral or the members ot the gxvup had met 
Capt Ruppel t and Maj I. H. Herman at a meeting or the CivUian Saucer IJJyestigatore 
lD Loa Angeles. At that time these people mentioned havine some data on a corre­
lation between tbe deteatioD or •ome t1pc ot radiation and visual aightJ.nge ot 
UiO'•• 

• 

3. At the 23 Oct 52 meeting at Loa Alamos more det.e1le on the above mentioned 
nbJect were obta1 ned. 'lbe firet incident oceurred several years ago at the Ht. 

Obaal'tatory in CaJ 1fornia. A ser!os or gieger counters hod been set up 
to atudy eosmio ray activity. One person involved in the study bap->ened to be 
cnatdoore when be eav a V ot V1s of shi~ objects go over. He imnediatel3 went 
inside the observatory and found that the eount.era bad just "pinned" (i.e. ~one 
up to a ma.Umur:l reading). Tbie aaturally aroused the curioai ty of the people on 

projeot and they agreed +nat if it ever happened agein they would look outside. 
So• tJme later 1 t did happen and tbey looked out and observed a dark obJect passing 

head • 

. 4. The NaV)", it vas a Na'YY eosmSo ray contract, supposedly inveatit!ated, 
va..J-ute a reoort, and concluded that t.h1a ve;r vas all due to a circuit failure. 
The people operntinf' the also checked and are claimed to have natl.y 

this saying that due to the cira'U1'b-y it vonld be impossible for s1niJer 
failures to occur in all the circNita at the same time • 

• 

5. Sbortl..7 atter this oaeuranoe, one or the persona 1Dvolved in the i.D­
oidenta at Palamar moved to Loa Alamoe. He continued to be interested and also 
i.Dtereeted aome f'rienda in eett1 ng up tbe same type or equipment on their own 
tiM. Thq did this and they also deteated unkDovn radiation. In two instances, 
thq were able to correlate these vi tb nevspaper reports or the sighting of an 
oro. In these instances the people could not get outside to obsexve "'1d bsd to 

oD Devapaper reporta or UFO'• tor oorxelatJ.one • 
• 

6. S1mtlar o ,,.. tiona ot radiation tr011 an unknown source vere JMde ona 

1 Oot 50 
2 Oot 50 
4 Oot 50 
9 Oot so 

----
1921 HST 
1401 mT 
2305 MST 
0855 HST 

!be equ1pmeDt vu kept 1D operation unt.U December 1950 vi tb no more Diok-upe. 
At that t:t• the equipment vu dirn•ntJ.ed. (Hotea The aboYe vu checked 1D 

UNCLASSlFlED 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

•• 
• 

, . • 
ATlD Blue Book tUe but. there vu noJWSJ;(1,~S~~~~o1denta on theee datae, 
!hia does not mean very nnaoh, hoveteP; iliioe it is mow that a lot or the 
lnoident tilea were deatroyed about this time.) 

? • A photograph ot one ot the gieger oouter set-upa, a diagram ot the 
aet-up, aDd copies ot the traoea or reoorda ahovn 1D tba attachmonta to 
tbie report. 

8. It abould be noted that ell ot the people involwed in this are qual.itied 
eoient1ata working at Loa Alamos. They ban checked ewer;y possible source of the 
radiation they can think or and cannot aooount tor it. They hav.e discussed tbia 
v1 th """'T people including well-know scientiata risi t1 ng Loa AJ amos am there ia 
DO read7 explanation, either for the source of the radiation de teo ted or the 
eorrelation betveen riaual aight.inga eDd the red1at1on. 

9. Reports ot these 1 noidenta vere to the Seauri ty Force at Loa Alema 
8\lPJ)Oeed]J vere to be forvard.ed to the Air Force. Aa tar u ca.n be detonninecl, 
vere newer receiwed at ATIC • 

10. A]oDg these ]Snea, attention o•n be called to the tact that a Colonel 
troa WAOO risi ted ATIC several montbe aso end reported that tbe 

at Oak R1dp, Tenneaeee • 
• 

• 

U. 'lhe aaoounta ot theae 1no1denta are atSll rather vague, too vague to 
drav •'V det1n1 te oonoluaiona as to vbetber or DOt further action shon] d be taken 
to 1nvest1gate ell racUation JDOD1tor1Dg atationa 1D the u.s. to determhw if' more 
oorxelat1ona are present. . 

• 

12. It 1a 

a. All possible deteSla ot the Loa AJamoa end Palamar aightSnga be 
obteSnecl. Thia can be b7 attampt1 ng to locate both the reporta made 
b7 the HaY7 (paragraph 4) end tho Security Force at Loa Al.emoe (paragraph 9) • 
l'eporta. In the meantime the people at Loa Al•moa ahonld be contacted. to get 
their te etor"J' both aa a croee check oD the reports end 1D cue the reporta 

t be looated. 
• 

b. Get all det•Sla Oil the 1Dc1denta at O·k Ridp, • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

uNaASSlf~ 
• • 

• 

I 

• 
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• 
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U. S. BAV .AL EI.ECTROHICS LAEORATORY 
San Diego 52, California 

Pleaae Address reply to 1 
•'l'he Director" • 

Refer to file NUmbera 
4A2 

• 

' 

P210..433 7 Hovember 1949 • 

Commander Eugene Bollay 
LOa Angeles Branch 
Office of Na~l Research 
103J E. Green St. 
Paaadena, California 

Dear 0 

In acardance with our telephone conversation of yeater~, the complete 
aet of times at which the counting equipment on Mt. Palomar indicated eatram­
el1 high ounting rates, ia aa followea 

14 October 

llS October -• -
16 October 

17 October 
• .. • *• • 

1320 
2230 
07al 
1320 
2030 
0330 
0900 
1330 
2200 
0300 
0720 
1140 
1545 
2155 

• 

18 October 

19 October 

20 October 
21 October 
24 October 

0400 
1015 
1633 
0420 
2040 
none to 1500 
0720 
(1930-2000 
not accurate!¥ 
determined 

, 

In working with the quipment WdneadaT following the airplane testa 
one alcnal eimilar to the unknown oza occurred while movin& the main 110 
volt connectine; pllJ&. 

• 

~ollowinC th1a one occurrence we were unable to reproduce the phenomena. 
We are completely at a loaa to 'ind &Q7 reaaonahle explanation for theequipment 
behavior. We certainl.T appreciate your cooperation in arrmging for flighta 
on Vedneadq • 

• 

• 

• 

I 

I 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 

(Contract W-7405-EN0-36) 
P.O.Box 1663 

Loa AlaJaos 1 Nev Mexico 

In reply refer to 
AOOP 

Dlrteion ot Milital-7 Application 
U.s. A tolllic Energ Corand.asion 
1901 Constitution ATenue 
washington 2S, D. c. 

Attent..tona Lt. Col. P. M. Butm•n 

Col. Bu 

• 

• 

21 August 1952 

Aa 70u undoubte~ knov1 this Laboratoey holda a bi-\o-eelcl.Jr 
colloquiwa tor its atatt members 1 one purpose or which ia to 

• 

keep ua 1n touch with technical and scientific developments in 
parta or tbe country other than Loa Al.uoa. To this end I thought 
that perhaps tbe .lir F~rce might care to g1 ve us a tallc on the 
technical and acientitic aspects or their studies concerning 
so-called "t~g saucers". It :you think they might, wuld :you be 

• cood enough to 11ake inqui17 through appropriate channels in 

• 

WasMngton? 
• 

I wish to make it perfectly clear that the Laborato17 claims 
DO official cognizance 1n this field ot activit:y; but it is rrt1' 
belief that our starr members would be extremely interested in a 
dlacuasion ot the serious and scientific aspects or t be Air Force's 
etuc:lies or tbe "~ saucer" pheno•na• I do not .suggest that 
&"3one be asked to make a special trip tor tbe purpose or addressing 
our Colloquium; but vould hope that someone engaged in this work 
111&ht be passing through Albuquerque and could stop orr at Loa Al•JDOs 
tor tbis purpose. 

ArfT approach which 70u 

WHCau 

CCI Santa Fe Operations Ottice 

initiate vill be greatlf appreciated. 
• 

Ver.r sincere~ Jours, 

Williaa H. Crev 
Aasiatent Director tor 
Scientitic Personnel 

If. 1. Bradbury via R•l ph Carlisle Smith, LASL 

• 

• • 
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UNITED STATES 
ATOHIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

Washington 25, D. c. 

Brigadier General William M. Garland, USAF 
Air Technical Intellifence Center 
Wright-Patterson Air orce Base 
Dqton, Ohio 

Dear General Garland: 

• 

• 

-- ' 

' , . 
• 

• 

9 Sep S2 

In accordance with our discussion of August 29th in Washington, 
tbe attached letter is submitted for 70ur attention as ;you re­
quested. 

On tbe strength of ;your informal indication that ATIC could 
probab~ accommodate the request of the Loa Alamos Staff Members 
tor a colloquiWD on "tlying saucers", I am taking the libert;y of 
•o not11)'1nc Dr. Crew at this time. 

Since 70u will note the Los Al•lll()s request is posed at the con­
•enience ot ATIC, I would appreciate very 1111ch a member ot ;your 
•t•tt contacting Dr. Crew direct]J' t..o arrange details. A copy 
ot a'V further correspondence on this matter v1ll be sufficient 
tor this D1 vision to arrange the a ppropria te rtsi tors 1 clearances 
to Loa llamoa Scientific Laborato17. 

Your cooperation is greatlY appreciated. 

• 

Inclosure a • 

, 

Reapecttu117 ;yours, 

/s/ Paul M. Butman 

PAUL M. BUTMAN 
Lt Colonel, USAF 

I,tSL Ltr, Aua 21, 19$2 Dirtsion ot Kilitaey Application 

CCI Dr. Crev 
Fe Operations • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Dr. William H. Crew 
Assistant Director for Scientific Personnel 
P.o. Box 1663 
Loa Al•moa Scientific Laborato17 
Los Alamos 1 Rev Mexico 

Dear Dr. CreVJ 

/ --. ~ 

/ 
• 

Reference is made to your letter ot 21 August 19$2 {refs ADSP) to 
Lt Col P.M. Butman or the u. s. Atomic Energy Commission requesting an 
Air Foree briefing on uni dentitied aerial phenomena or "flying saucers". 

Tbe Air Technical Intelligence Center would be 'fery glad to pre­
aent a briefing on un1 dentitied aerial objects to the bi-week~ collo­
quiua held b7 your laborator.r. W1 tb:i n the next few v eeks 1 personnel 
from this Center vUl be making a trip to the west coast and will plan 
to atop ott in Los Alamos. At ~he present time no definite date can be 
aet, but u soon u plana for the trip are finalized you and Col Butman 
vill be contacted, clearances arranged and a final date set. 

It is believed that such a briefing vill be or great value to ATIC 
iD that a group or qualified acientista such as those at Los Ala.os 
always haTe excellent ideas on various technical and scientific aspects 
ot the problem or unidentified aerial objects. 

SiDcere~ yours, 
, 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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- ' - April 171 19c;,o 

tallin~ rra(':m P.nt. ·"tter di schar~e of rra fV'1ents, objects lifted. conti nuin~ 
form;;, tion and diaanpeared at extrer e height. 

Fra~en ~~ were ve ry hot to the t one~ am eam-,les .-re o~ta1 ned after ~ 
cooling neriod. n ·:~dto trana!rd &~l or1 t o .,~cOM .1 hadquart ora were !mpo:;e1ble d.1e 
to exce~sive st: t1c. n .dio was in excellent cond1t1 cn an~ weathor con~ 1 tion s 
(Ood. Wi tnesoes retumed iomedir. tely to T•co!!i a nna turned over canera and 
!ilr.t to auoerions. ~stimated at that tiTT:e tJuit 20 tor,s o f debr t a dropoeci • 

• 

Second Incident - 1 

One object as previo ,loly descril' ft:i came trow eon!ewhere and c1 rcled hay 
at a rmroxi::iately 10 der.·rec l·ank and (~i sonoeared in larr,e CWNlua cloud 

, tqrwa.~ion ••. ~~.-o. t.ir.~a :.,o .c:C ~~~-ent_ of_ ~e~r.~s. •n? -~~~ti.ora~~ ~anyle~ taken • 

Sa~~ples an-.i inform tion waa obtai ned by rmy In tel U~er..\! t. Otficf'r. 

Uajor .S 3'\ders - E-2 Jlc .. hord Field 
C .. :, ta1n f..aV"' .. dson - t, rmy Intelli eence - H~mi 1 ~en ri~l.d, CalifQmia 
F! rat Lt. Brown - Anny Intell1t:e'lce - Hamilton Fit!ld, Cali torn1a 
Lt. Col. Dooald Springer - Lth Air Force .J. ntelli1enc~ ( !'here i s a 

4th Air i orce :teport) 
I 

Crash ancl d~ath or C~pta in ,1illi3n L . J~avi:scn (Pilot) an : Pirst Lt. Fronk 
• 

' : · f'rown i n n<'C: uncl•aaifi od 1"\!ssion, l!cChord ~ield t <: n cUnilto:-1 :1e1cr, 
accident o.:currin~ at Kelso, \; .:Ehington, J\U•'U st 1, 1947. The c re·nen saTed 
via parachute wore M/S.:t. i:. lJ:ler L. :-.rr, 1'ech. 4th Graue ·;:oodrow D. Xathe•"s 

Theory of Crash - sahotace ? 
• 

P·JY1dscn ~nd Drown hsndled Cor.Jplete interrogation of Uaury lal¥nJ incident 
and were known to tare been carryin•y l..oJr r,e q oorati t i es of t-.h t! frot ;'!Zlen+,:; and 
the recorded intor~at~ on. It is ~Y into~ation thatph~togra~ha taken or 
thie incident are atill available. . 

Newspaper accounts ot a1 rcraft eras}~ at Kelso a 
• • 

A~U.t 2; ~ 194t ~ 1'he Tacct1a Times ~ ... . , 
Aucuat·3, 1947- Sunday Journal, Portland, O~e~on 
t-uguat 31 1947- Chicar.o ~u · day Times 

• 

• 

I • 

• 

. .._ 
• • 

• 
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JOINT MESSAOEFORM 

• 

FROM 
OARJ.AND COMMANDING GENERAL AIR TECHt'ICAL IN- UNCLISS 

. TEJ.LIOENCE CENTER WRIGHT-PATtERSON AFB OHIO 
031S4SZ OCT 52 

ROUTI~l: 

• 

• 

TOa Ill WIIJ,IAM H CREW 
ASST DIRECTOR OF SCIENTD'IC PERSONNEL 
LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LAB . 
LOS ALAMOS NEW M&XICO 

FROMa AFOIN-ATIAA-lo-3-E 
• 

Jteterence telephone call fro• Capt E~d J. Ruppelt of ATIC to Miss Stibbert on 

1 Oct S2. Col Donal d L. Bower and Capt Edward J. Ruppelt will be in Loa Al•moa 

Oil 23 October S2, to give briefing on unidentified aerial objects. Request !TIC 

be advised vi.,.. to contact and scheduled of briefing. 

ID r,pq cite Project Blue Book. 

• 

• 

CAPT E.J. RUPPELT/va 
ATIAA-5 66365 

•• 

DONALD L. BOWER, COLONEL, USAF 
CIUEF 1 TECHNICAL ANALYSIS mVISION 

• 

, 

UWCLASSD'IED 

ROBERT E. KENNEDY, MAJOR, USAF 

AIR ADJUTANT GENERAL 

• 
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• JOINT MESSAGEFORM \ · 

• 

I 

FROM 
GARlAND CO}tMANDING GENERAl. AIR TECHNICAL IR­
T!IJ~GENCE CEN'tER WIRGHT-PATTERSON AFB OHIO 

0)1$)0Z OCT S2 UNCLASSIFIED 

TO ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSIOR 
DIV OF MILITARY APPLICATIOR 
WASHINGTON 2$ DC 

l'llCMs J.FOIN-.lTIAA-.1.Q-4E 

ROOTINE . 

• 

• 

Fat LT COL PAUL M BUTMAN 

Reference 70ur request to Oen Garland tor briefing on unidentified aerial objects 

at Loa • Col !.A"' L. Bower and Capt Edward J • Ruppelt ot !TIC vill be in 

Loe AlaiiOa on 2) October 19S2 to g1Ye brietinc. Dr. Crev ot Loa Ala.,• b•s been 

advised or this date. Request clearances be 1n1 tiated • 

ID r eplT c1 te Project Blue Book. 

• 

CAPT B. J. RIJPPELT/Ts 

ATIA•-S 

• 

• 

• 

• 

JX>NALD L. BOWER, COLONEL, USAF 
CHID' 1 TECHNICAl. ANALYSIS DIVISION 

• 

• 

• 

UICLASSIFIED 

• 
ROBERT E. XEHNED!, MAJOR, USAF 
.AIR ADJUTANT GENERAL 
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ClASSIFIED 
NARRATIVE OF FLYING DJSC REPORTS DURING THE PERIOD OF 

14-24 October 1949 I N THE VICU!ITY OF 1-!T . PALOl-!AR, CALIFORNIA 
= 

Abouth the 16th October 1949, one of the scientists at the California 
Institute of Technology reported to the Office of Naval Research, Washineton , 
that he had heard a fantasti~ story of flying discs being observed near the 
Observatory at Mt. Palomar; the unusual feature of the report being thnt a 
recording Geiger counter was so activated at the time of these sighting& that 
it went completelY off-ccale. If true, of course, this meent possibly that 
the flying discs were powered by some form of atomic energy. Two different 
men at the Palomar Observatory had witnessed these incidents, contect was 
made with Dr. of the Naval Electronics Laboratory, 'tt was 
operating the recording Geiger counter on a continuing basis. Dr. went 
to Palomar to investigate the stories, and brought back . the tape showing 
the unusual oscillations of the pen. Dr. could offer no explanation 
although he vas skeptical of e.ey flying disc theory. 

~he eminent physicist, Dr. 
~ecbnology, vas consulted and he 

, of the California 
gave ~· his opinion: 

Institute of 

r 

(a) It vaa not likely that the reaction of the .Geiger counter wast 
the result of an atomically powered plane, inasmuch as the 
pen vent off-scale and returned to scale in a matter of seconds ; 
whereas the polluted air from an atomic engine would tend to 
linger in the vicinity for some minutes. 

(bt It vas most likely that the electrical releying or amplifyiDg 
mechanism of the Geiger counter h•4 been activated by a plane's 
radio, altimeter, or radar mechanism. This was particul&rl7 · 
true if the Geiger counter and amplifier were not shielded. 

Dr. ~ocke of BEL reported that the Geiger counter and its mechanism waa 
not completely shielded, and he agreed that it vas most probable that the 
plane•• altimeter or radar bad tzipped the mechanism of the Geiger counter. 

In the meanwhile, an effort was ma4e to find out if planes from the Naval 
Ai~ Station at San Diego had been in the vicinity of Pelomar on the dates in 
qmeation, i.e., the 14th and 17th October. A negative reply was recieved 
but this vas not considered concluaive for any one of a m1mber of reasons, 
iDCluding the fact that the planes mq have been operating from some other 
field. • 

Arragementa were made for a plane to fly over Palomar and use its 
altimeter ~nd radar to aee if it would acitvate the Geiger counter. This 
waa on/or about 21 October. Upon receiving a negative reply aa to aJ)3' 
unusual behavior of the Geiger c~ter, plans were made with Commander, Air 
rorce, Pacific Fleet, !or a aeries of flights to be made .at various times and 
altitudes in the vicinity of Palomar, using radio; altimeter, and radar. Both 
conventional and Jet planes were used. These tests were run on 9 November 1949. 
~· results were coJQPletel,y negative, i.e., the Geiger counter made no unusual 
recording during any of these nearb7 flights. 
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In the opinion of the personnel of ONR, Pasadena, the objects sighted 
were probably conventional aircraf t which appeared to be abnormal i n design 
due to lighting conditions. 

The tripping of the Geiger counter mechanism is unexplainable. Ordinary 
circuit interruptions, mechanical and/or electrical disturbances, i n the 
vicinity of r~t. Palomar are apparently not the cause. It is physically 

· possible for someone to operate t he controls on a Gei ger counter so as to 
have the recording pen go off-scale. It is thus possible, but most unlikely 
that some member of the Observatory staff has been pl~ing a practical joke. 

!he attached graph (Incl. 3 ) showing frequency of these Geiger counter 
off-scale motions, is of some interest. It will be noted t hat there was a 
definite peak of these occurrences on the l?th October. The graph (Encl. 2) 
shoving the time of occurrences during the day gives a random distri~ution • 

At the time of preparing this report, none of the scientists who have been 
interrogated (ONR, Pasadena; California Insti tute of Technology , and t he Naval 
Electronils Laboratory) has been able to offer a satisfactory explanation of 
these phenomena • 

• • 

• 

In the appended reports the ~estion atises as to the degree of reliability 
of the three persons whose stories are reported. This is a difficult thing to 
"-· but the evaluation of on. Pasadena, iS as follows: 

Kr. - Moderately reliable 

xr. - Highl7 reliable 

xr. 

!he personnel of the Observator7 and of the California Institute of 
Technology who jointly operate the Observatory with the Carnegie Institute, 
have made urgent requests that no publicity be given. They ,are afraid that 
if stories were ~bliabed, it would give adverse publicity to the Observatory, 
Which they are moat anxious to avoid. Accordingly, it ie strongly urged tha t 
these stories not be ma4e available to the press. 

• 

• 
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STATEMENT :BY 

(Mr. ia - a man of about 48 years of 
age, who haa been with the Palomar Observatory since July 1937.) 

On 14 October 1949, at about 1315, Mr. left the Observatory an~ 
etarted to drive down the Mountain to hie home. The weather was good, clear 

0 overhead, aome clouds abaut 45 from the horizon and below. After going a 
ehort distance down the road, he observed some objects proceeding in a north­
weaterlY direction, height about 5 ,000 feet above him, i.e., about 10,500 feet above 
eea level. Bee~ae of the unusual appearance of t hese objects, and of the 
unuaual aound, he stopped hie car and got out to have a better look. He reported 
that he observed no wings or tail structure, the objects, numbering about 16 
or 18, were flying in a perfect formation- a V of v•s and moving ver,y rapidly • 
!be eound was similar to that of Jete, but not quite the same. (Mr. ~Wrshall has 
bad occaaion to abeerve all types of aircraft frequently. and ie cognizant of all 
ueual types.) In a matter of seeonda the planes disappeared to the northwest. 
He deecribed them as being of silver-like color; no vaport trails were observed. 
Due to the high speed of motion, sound appeared to be about 35°to 40~ehin4 the 
line of eight. 

Shortl7 after this incident Mr. lalled ~~ and edvised 
hta of what he had aeen. A abort time later 1~. went into the room 
of the Power-houae where the recording Geiger counter, placed there by the 
Baval Electronics Laboratroy, was located, and noticed that the pen had cede 
an off-scale motion to the right, some time before. The time appeared to be 
approximatel7 1315, i.e. the same time at which Mr. had observed the 
unn.ual objects overhead. An effort was made to report the incident to the 
Baval Electronic• Laboratoey that week-end, but co.ntaet could not be made with 
interested authorities. ~ of NEL waa advised of the situation on t he 
followilsg Monda¥ and e ommenced hie own inveetigation. 

It ehould be noted here that thie Geiger counter h&d never gone off-seale 
before, except when it vae u8U8llf operated during eilibration tests. 

, 

(Mr ie the 
and baa been with it since 1935. 

for the Obaervatoey 
He ie a 10an of about 40 7ears of age.) 

Mr. vas first involved in the flying aau.eer etoey when be noted the 
operation of the Geiger c~ter a1 mentioned in the above report of ~~. 
Although he ie an electrician of considerable abilit7 and responaibilit7, i.e., 
he oper~tea and maintain• the complicated electrical apparatus of the Observator,y 
iDClumog the big teleecope, he could offer no explanation aa to the action of 
the Geiger c~ter • 

• 
• 
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On Mon~ morning, 17 October 1949, at about 0720, Mr. vae in 
the Power-house where the Geiger counter is located. While looking out of 
the window he sew a emall black object without visible projections, going 
in a southwesterly direction at a high r ate of speed. The sky was clear 
except for clouds which were beginning to form at a level estimated a t about 
1,500 feet above the Observatory, i.e., about 7,000 feet above sea level. 
The object wae beneath the cloud cover. At first he was very reluctant to 
eaate what he thought he hed aeen •• He said that at l !irst he thought it eight 
have been a bird. After making his observation he turned to the Geiger counter 
and noted that it had just Jumped off-scale. The pen of t he recorder returned 
to normal in a matter of eeconda. 

Mr also reported that he had obaerved about a week later (possibly 
aboat 2l tober 1949) a large object going in an esterly or southeas terl y 
direction at a very high epeed. It occurred at about 14~0. Although he coul d 
eee th• object clearly, there were no projections whatever in the way of wings 
or tail surfaces. He observed it for about 3 seconds before it disappeared. 
5o vapor trail was left by the object. He described it as being elongated, 
but slightly curved like a banana. Ho aberration of the Geiger counter was 
noted during this incident. 

Valley Center, CalifDrnia.) 
• 

While the representative• of ONR, Paaadena, and the •aval Electronics 
Laborator,y were proceeding to Mt. Palomar to inve ~ tigate the !lying saucer 
etory , they stopped at the Cafe at the toot of the mountain, which is operated 
by Mr. • ~ite by coincidence Mr. told of a number of unusual 

• 

• • 

obaen-atione made by him. outside hie cafe are two miniature observaGories 
containing a 15 inch end 6 inch telescope. A number of different sGoriee were t old by 
Mr. • among which the following are pertinent. 

He atated that recently he had eeen, on Friday, 21 October, at about 1430, 
a cigar-shaped object, pointed at both ends without projections,and wae apparently 
well stabilized. The altitude 7,500, was estimated for the obj ect. The ob j ect 
vae dark in color and appeared to be ~500 feet or better in l•ngth. After standing 
still for an apPreciable length of time, it headed upwards at a terrific rate of 
epeed, leaving no vaport trail. Thie observation waa made with the naked eye. It 
ebould be not that lhis observation appears to have been made about the same time 
that Mr. of the Palomar Obaeryator,y aighted a aimilo.r obJect. 

About two yeara ago Mr. had obeerved an object through one of his 
telescopes. He atated that the o ect came in, was relatively still for a while, 
and then disappeared rapidly. The object appeared to be round and had around it 
a ring of some sort, such as the planet Saturn. When the object vas first sighted 
the outside ring seemed to rotate, and upon the objects getting aw_,, the conter 
pert appeared to rotate in a direction oppoeite to that of the ring aurronding it. 
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Mr. ehowed the viaitore a newepaper clipping, where he had 
a44reaeed a local Chamber of commerce at a luncheon meeting, Darrating one 
or two 1 toriee of hie unuau:al observations of flying saucers. \'/hen he uked 
the gentlemen present it any of them had ever observed similar objects, fully 
25 Or 30 of the members present aclcnowledced immediately that they had seen 
a1milar objeota, but bad been reluctant to report them for fear people would 
think the7 were •off the beam" • 
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